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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

Excavation at Bennetstown 2 was carried out by Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd
(ACS) as part of the M3 Clonee—North of Kells Motorway Scheme on behalf of Meath
County Council NRDO and the NRA. It occurred between 9 and 23 January 2006 under
Ministerial Direction Number A017/0004 issued by DOEHLG in consultation with the NMI.
The site consisted of the remains of a burnt spread and a stratigraphically contemporary pit,
which was likely to have been related. No artefacts were obtained. The extant remains were
consistent with those of a burnt mound. The site was located within the flood plain of the
River Tolka and approximately 300m from the burnt mound excavated at Bennetstown 1
(A017/003).
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1 INTRODUCTION
The site at Bennetstown 2 (Figures 1-6, Plate 1) was identified in a crop field during advance
testing carried out by Robert O’Hara on behalf of ACS during May 2004 (04E0488) (O’Hara
2004). Bennetstown 2 was located within the flood plain of the River Tolka, which formed
the eastern boundary of the site. The surrounding area was marshy and the site was often
water-logged during excavation (Plate 2, note the marshy area in the background). During
testing an oval-shaped spread (8.50m x 3.50m x 0.10m: 70.27m OD) of heat-fractured stone
and charcoal which extended into a ditch that defined the western boundary of the plot was
identified (O’Hara 2004, 10). Resolution of the site occurred in 2006. In addition to the burnt

mound material and abovementioned ditch, the excavation also revealed a pit.

1.1 Development
Meath County Council and the National Roads Authority are constructing 49km of two-lane,

dual-carriageway motorway between Clonee and Kells and 10km of single carriageway from
Kells to Carnross, north of Kells, along with additional road upgrades, realignments and
associated ancillary works. For the purposes of the Environmental Impact Assessment and the
subsequent archaeological investigations the scheme was subdivided into five separate
sections as follows: Clonee to Dunshaughlin (Contract 1), Dunshaughlin—-Navan (Contract 2),
the Navan Bypass (Contract 3) Navan to Kells (Contract 4) and and Kells to North of Kells
(Contract 5). This section of the scheme (Contract 1) commences at the end of the existing
Clonee Bypass, east of Dunboyne (NGR 303385 241281) and proceeds in a north western
direction, finishing to the west of Dunshaughlin (NGR 295633 253070).

The archaeological components of the Environmental Impact Statement published in 2002
where carried out by Valerie J. Keeley Ltd (VJK) and Margaret Gowen and Co. Ltd (MGL) in
2000-2001. This included desk-based studies and field surveys of each section (VJK
Sections 1 & 3 and MGL Sections 2, 4 & 5). Additionally on behalf of MGL geophysical
survey was undertaken on the Dunshaughlin—-Navan section and at Nugentstown on the
Navan—Kells section by GSB Prospection (2000 & 2001). These studies carried out as part of
the Environmental Impact Assessment were augmented by further geophysical survey
conducted by Bartlett-Clark Consultancy on the remainder of the scheme (2002).
Archaeological testing was completed by ACS and Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd
(IAC) in 2004 (ACS Sections 1-3 and IAC Sections 4-5). Excavation of the sites identified
during testing was conducted by ACS and IAC between 2005 and 2008 (ACS Sections 1-3 &
5 and IAC Section 4).
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APPENDIX 2 Finds List

No artefacts were recovered from the excavations at Bennetstown 2.
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APPENDIX 3 Sample List

ﬁzmple Egntext Results

1 5 229
charcoal

2 11 Pollen

3 12 Pollen

4 13 pollen

5 14 pollen
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APPENDIX 4 Radiocarbon Dates

Context ﬁlimple Material | Species id/ Lab l(‘:?)%e .?;;Z Date ggtnevEeBnS)onal ;}fC/iZC Ratio OxCal Date
2440-2420 BC and
2400-2380 BC and

_ AMS 2350-2280 BC and

5: fill of burnt spread 2 Charcoal | Alder (0.077g) | Beta | 231938 (Std) 2250-2220 BC one 3850 +/- 40 -27.4 2461-2205 BC
sigma
2460-2200 BC two
sigma
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APPENDIX 5 Environmental Report: ASUD
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1. Summary

The project
1.1 This report presents the results of.environmental analysis of a bulk sample from

Bennetstown 2. The site comprised a spread of burnt stone consistent with a fulacht
fiadh.

Results

1.2 Burnt stones and charcoal occurred in the residue, and the flot comprised of charcoal,
roots and uncharred alder fruits. The majority of the charcoal was of alder and hazel,
with lesser amounts of ash, oak and elm.

2. Project background

Location and background

2.1 An excavation was undertaken by Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd at
Bennetstown 2, Co Meath, Ireland (NGR 301655, 243965). The site comprised a
spread of burnt stone consistent with a fulacht fiadh. This report presents the results
of environmental analysis of a bulk sample of the burnt spread.

Objective

2.2 The objective was to analyse the plant macrofossils and charcoal from the site and to
identify material suitable for radiocarbon dating.

Dates

2.3 Samples were received by Archaeological Services Durham University on 8" January
2007. Analysis and report preparation was conducted between 8" January - 5"
February 2007.

Personnel

24 Sample processing was undertaken by Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd.
Environmental analysis and report preparation were by Dr Charlotte O’Brien,
Archaeological Services Durham University.

Archive

25 The licence number is A017/004. The flot and residue are currently at the
Environmental Laboratory at Archaeological Services Durham University awaiting
collection or return.

3. Method statement

3.1 The residue was examined for plant remains, shells, bones, pottery sherds and
metalworking debris. The dry flot was scanned at up to x60 magnification using a
Leica MZ6 stereomicroscope for charred and waterlogged plant remains.
Identification of these was undertaken by comparison with modern reference material
held in the Environmental Laboratory at Archaeological Services Durham University.
Plant taxonomic nomenclature follows Stace (1997).

3.2 Charcoal was collected from the residue and flot and added to pre-sorted material.
Following Boardman (1995), identifications were made on all fragments >4mm. The
transverse, radial and tangential sections were examined at up to x600 magnification
using a Leica DMLM microscope. Identifications were assisted by the descriptions
of Hather (2000), and modern reference material held in the Environmental



