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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY
This site at Skreen 1 was excavated by Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd (ACS) as
part of the M3 Clonee—North of Kells Motorway Scheme on behalf of Meath County Council
NRDO and the NRA. The excavation was carried out between 13 and 20 October 2006 under
Ministerial Direction Number A008/018 issued by DOEHLG in consultation with the NMI.
The site at Skreen 1 contained two concentrations of features. A spread and posthole were
located at the southwest. The spread has been dated to 1879 — 1633 BC and consists of a
dump of domestic refuse. A slot trench with an associated stakehole were located at the
northwest. The slot trench has been dated to 1743 — 1531 BC. A single fragment of struck

flint was recovered from the upper fill of the slot trench.
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1 INTRODUCTION
The site at Skreen 1 (Figures 1-6) was identified during advance testing carried out by Linda
Clarke during March 2004 under licence number 04E0424. Advance testing revealed four pit
features, a hearth and a small linear feature (Clarke 2004). A Topsoil Assessment (Appendix
4), including metal detection, field walking and test pits, produced five finds. Four of these
were modern metal finds while one fragment of flint was recovered from one of the test pits.
Upon full archaeological resolution of this site in 2006, a curvilinear feature with an

associated stakehole and a spread with an associated posthole were exposed.

1.1 Development
Meath County Council is constructing 49km of two-lane, dual-carriageway motorway

between Clonee and Kells and 10km of single carriageway from Kells to just north of Kells
alongside additional road upgrades, realignments and associated ancillary works. The scheme
has been subdivided into five separate sections as follows: Clonee to Dunshaughlin (Contract
1), Dunshaughlin to Navan (Contract 2), the Navan Bypass (Contract 3), Navan to Kells and
the N52 Kells Bypass (Contract 4), and Kells to North of Kells (Contract 5). This section of
the scheme (Contract 2) commences at Dunshaughlin (NGR 295567, 253082) and continues
to Navan (NGR 287968, 263697).

The desk-based study and the field survey for the whole scheme, carried out in 2000-2001,
were divided into sections which were investigated by Valerie J Keeley Ltd and Margaret
Gowan and Company Ltd. The Record of Monuments and Places, the Sites and Monuments
Record, Topographical files, and literary sources were all consulted. This information was
augmented by geophysical testing conducted by Bartlett-Clark Consultancy who undertook a
magnetometer survey across sample transects which was then supplemented by magnetic
susceptibility, and also by GSB Prospection who undertook gradiometer scanning and a
detailed gradiometer survey. The Environmental Impact Survey (EIS) compiled this data set
to identify approximately 100 sites of interest either along the route or in its proximity (500m
of the landtake). Advance archaeological testing was completed in 2004 by ACS and lIrish
Archaeological Consultancy Services Ltd (IAC). Excavation of the sites identified during
testing was conducted by ACS and IAC on behalf of Meath County Council, and the NRA
under directions issued by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government

following consultation with the Director of the National Museum of Ireland.
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APPENDIX 1 Context Details

Fill of /

’ Strat Strat — . Gro Animal
No Type 'f/:/liltehd above | below Description Interpretation up Artefacts Bone Cremated Bone | Samples
1-3 Used previously during Topsoil Assessment
4 Topsoil N/A 5 N/A moder_ately compgct, gr_ey-brown, clay loam with Topsoil
occasional stone inclusions
5 Subsoil N/A N/A 4 compapt, brgwnlsh-orange clay with moderate Subsoil
stone inclusions
) Loose dark-black-grey silt with frequent Fill of curvilinear ’ #2 soil, #4
6 | Fil 10 10 4 charcoal flecks. 3.40 x 0.42 x 0.14m. F10 Flint soil
Loose mid-brown-grey silt with occasional small
7 Fill 9 9 4 stones and moderate charcoal. 0.18 x 0.20 x Fill of posthole F9 #1
0.15m.
Loose brown-grey silt with moderate charcoal. .
8 Spread N/A 5 4 0.66 x 1.55 x 0.07m Deposit #5, #6
9 cut 7 5 7 Circular, 0.20 x 0.15m, sharp break of slope, Posthole
steep, sharp break of slope, flat base
Curvilinear, 3.40 x 0.42 x 0.14m, gradual break
10 Cut 6 5 6 of slope, gradual sides, gradual break of slope, Curvilinear feature
concave base.
11 | & 12 12 4 Compact grey-black silty clay with frequent Fill of stakehole #3
charcoal 0.07 x 0.08m
Circular, 0.07 x 0.08m, sharp break of slope,
12 | Cut 11 5 11 vertical sides gradual break of slope, concave Stakehole

base
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APPENDIX 2 Finds List

Find Number

Description

A008/018:6:1

Fragment of bipolar flint debitage
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APPENDIX 3 Sample List

Eimple Cngntext Description

1 7 Nothing visible in residue

2 6 Nothing visible in residue

3 11 Nothing visible in residue

4 6 2g Charcoal and cremated bone flecks
5 8 Nothing visible in residue

6 8 79 Charcoal
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APPENDIX 4 Topsoil Assessment: Maria Lear & Stuart Rathbone

PROJECT DETAILS

Project Metal Detection: M3 Clonee to North of Kells, Contract 2
Archaeologists Maria Lear & Stuart Rathbone

Project Start 13 June 2005

Report Date June 2005
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1. INTRODUCTION

The proposals for archaeological resolution included an assessment of the potential for finds
retrieval from topsoil at archaeological sites. This assessment was achieved by a program of
metal detecting at ploughed and pasture fields. As per the Method Statement for Topsoil
Assessment Including Metal Detection, metal detection of the topsoil began within Contract 2
on June 13, 2005.

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
2.1 Metal Detection Methodology

1. A grid was established as follows — a baseline was marked on one side of each site along
the long axis. Perpendicular offset lines were marked at 10m intervals along the baseline to
form stints and these were subdivided along the offset line to form parallel transects 2m wide.
2. The metal detection commenced at one end of the baseline and provided for a 2m ‘sweep’
along each transect, thus providing for 100% coverage of topsoil deposits at each site.

3. The location of all metal “hits’ was marked on the ground with tags.

4. All metal ‘hits’ in the sod or topsoil were tested by careful hand excavation of the
sod/topsoil. Stratified artifacts were left in situ.

5. All artifacts were bagged and numbered citing DOE record number, context and individual

number. Their location was also recorded.
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2.2 Field Walking Survey — Methodology

1. A grid was established as follows — a baseline was marked on one side of each site along
the long axis. Perpendicular offset lines were marked at 10m intervals along the baseline to
form stints and these were subdivided along the offset line to form parallel transects 4m wide.
2. Each transect was assigned a letter and each stint a number so that each stint would have a
unique reference.

3. The field walking took place along each transect and provided for 2m coverage (i.e.: 1m
either side of the walker’s path), thus providing 50% coverage of the site.

4. The location of all artefacts was marked on the ground with tags.

5. All artifacts were bagged and numbered citing DOE record number, context and individual

number. Their location was also recorded.

2.3 Test Pit Methodology

When deemed necessary, a number of pre-designated test pits were dug at various locations
within the site. The test pits measured 1m? and their precise position was surveyed. Each test
pit was dug by hand to the depth of subsoil and the resulting loose topsoil was sifted on site
for the recovery of finds. All finds were bagged and numbered citing DOE record number,
context and individual number. Their location was recorded with reference to the specific test

pit from where it was collected.

2.4 Results

The first phase of metal detection dealt with the sod layer only and finds recovered were
labelled as being from context 1. Initial metal detection of the Skreen 1 site produced a small
number of *hits” with a total of 2 “hits’ recorded with 2 *hits’ recorded in situ. The second
phase of metal detection was completed after the sod was removed and dealt with the topsoil
layer only. These topsoil finds were recorded under context number 2. This second phase also
produced a small number of ‘hits’ with a total of 4 finds recovered. Field walking of Skreen 1
produced no further collection of finds. All of the finds recovered were of modern date and
consisted of items associated with a modern timeframe (nail, bolt, etc...). A total of 19 test

pits were completed with one flint find collected.
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2.5 List of Finds

Find Number Description
A008/018:2:1 Iron bolt
A008/018:2:2 Chain
A008/018:2:3 Nail
A008/018:2:4 Nail
A008/018:3:1 Flint flake
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