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ABSTRACT 

The following interim report describes the results of archaeological excavation at 
Phoenixtown 2, which is located along Contract 4 M3 Navan–Kells & Kells Bypass 
(chainage number: 63725.0–63875.0) of the proposed M3 Clonee–-North of Kells 
Motorway Scheme, County Meath (Figures 1–4). The excavation was directed by Ed 
Lyne of Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd on behalf of Meath County Council and 
the National Roads Authority. The work was carried out under Ministerial Direction 
No. A029/011 and Reference No: E3129, which were received from the Department 
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in consultation with the National 
Museum of Ireland. 
 
A total area of c. 4500m2 was opened around Phoenixtown 2 to reveal the 
archaeological features that were identified at the site during archaeological testing 
under licence 04E0923.  
 
Phoenixtown 2 (A029/011) consisted of a large area of medieval activity spread over 
an area of some 50m x 100m (Plate 1, Figures 6 and 7). The key feature of the site 
was a mettled roadway running east–west across the site and measuring up to 4.5m 
in width. Where undisturbed by ploughing this mettled roadway was in pristine 
condition, with wheel ruts from carts and hollows from animal paths still clearly 
visible. Importantly, this roadway was sealed by a layer of grey clay which in common 
with most other features on site produced finds of 13th-century glazed and unglazed 
pottery. The roadway was flanked on both sides by drainage ditches measuring up to 
0.8m in depth.  
 
The areas of the site on either side of the roadway, once cleaned, revealed a large 
number of archaeological features, mostly of an agricultural nature. Indeed the bulk 
of activity carried out here in the 13th century seemed to relate to crop cultivation and 
cereal processing. A number of cereal-drying kilns were recorded and excavated: at 
least two circular examples and one L-shaped example. A number of other charcoal- 
and charred-grain-rich features may relate to the removal of grain from straw, or 
some stage of cereal processing. 
 
Southwest of the roadway an L-shaped dry-stone-built structure recorded on site may 
represent the remains of a house. This part of the site was notable for a large build 
up of medieval soils, rich in domestic artefacts such as pottery and animal bone 
refuse.  
 
While only one possible house was identified it is feasible that more could have 
existed but have left no trace. It is likely that this area of almost industrial-scale 
agricultural activity was situated on the periphery of a village or a small rural 
community of some description, further remains of which could remain undiscovered 
on the slightly higher ground to the west and southwest of the site outside the 
excavation area of the route of the M3 motorway. The presence of the substantial 
roadway, and others features such as an animal powered mill, a probable well and 
probable cess-pit, make this very likely. 
 
Furthermore, several hundred sherds of medieval green-glazed pottery of probable 
13th-century date were recovered from features all over the site, again suggesting 
that this site was at the very least on the periphery of an area of habitation. The 
significance of this site is quite great, as it has potentially one of the largest 
assemblages of medieval pottery from a rural setting, possibly the best preserved 
rural roadway from this period, and one of the first recognised animal powered mills 
excavated in this country. 
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Two large ditches were also excavated running east–west across the site at its 
northwest end. These were up to 2m in width and 1.5m deep and again contained 
medieval material. A phase of furrows across the site seemed to post-date the main 
phase of activity on site, but yet these furrows produced no finds later than medieval 
in date. This, in tandem with the largely homogenous nature of the pottery 
assemblage, seems to suggest that the site was in use for a relatively short duration, 
in the 13th century, and then was abandoned, perhaps reflecting the turmoil that the 
Anglo-Norman community experienced in Ireland in the 14th century. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
This interim report details the excavation carried out in the townland of Phoenixtown, 
Co. Meath (Figures 1–4) as part of an archaeological mitigation program associated 
with Contract 4 of the M3 Navan–Kells & Kells Bypass, which in turn forms part of the 
proposed M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme, County Meath. 
Archaeological fieldwork was directed by Ed Lyne of Irish Archaeological 
Consultancy Ltd (IAC) under Ministerial Directions No. A029/011 and Museum No. 
E3129. 
 
1.1 Site Description 
Phoenixtown 2 is located in the townland of Phoenixtown, c. 7km southeast of Kells 
town and c. 2km west of the current N3 (County Meath OS sheet 17). The site is: 
 

• Phoenixtown 2, Ministerial Direction No. A029/011 
• Museum No. E3129  
• Chainage: 63725.0–63875.0 
• NGR 279215/271159 

 
1.1.2 Topography 
The area of Phoenixtown 2 (A029/011) is located in the southeast corner of a 
sizeable square field, the southern boundary of which had in fact been removed prior 
to resolution, leaving the site in the middle of a very large area of tillage several 
hundred square metres in size. Phoenixtown 2 is situated c. 800m southeast of a 
crossing point on a tributary of the River Martry. The topography from Navan to Kells 
is generally flat or gently undulating lowland. 
                                                                                                                                                                     
1.1.3 Geology 
The overburden in this area consists of stiff silts overlying glacial till. Bedrock is likely 
to be found c. 5m below ground level and to consist of limestone. Generally, the area 
surrounding Kells is characterised by relatively low ice marginal ridges, eskers, and 
kame and kettle topography (Finch et al. 1983; Meehan 1999) dominated by sand 
and gravel units. Overall, this area is very hummocky with some interspersed peat 
bogs and badly drained hollows (Meehan 1999). 
 
1.1.4 Summary of Previous Archaeological Fieldwork 
The closest RMP site to Phoenixtown 2 (A029/011) is ME017:038 a rectangular 
cross base 0.83m x 0.9m which stands atop a mound 1m in height and c.4m in 
diameter (Gowen 2002). ME017:038 is c. 660m north of Phoenixtown 2. Perhaps 
equally important in the context of this site is ME017:037 (Church in ruins), which 
consists of the ruins of the medieval church of Martry and is located c. 850m north of 
the site (Plates 39 and 40). It is possible that a church may have stood here during 
the lifetime of the site at Phoenixtown 2, in which case the inhabitants of this site 
might have worshipped there and could have been buried there.  
 
Phoenixtown 1 (A029/010) is c. 300m southeast of Phoenixtown 2, while 
Phoenixtown 6 (A029/009) is c. 500m southeast. Phoenixtown 5A and 5B (A029/008) 
are c. 780m and c. 750m respectively southeast of Phoenixtown 2. Phoenixtown 3 
(A029/012) is c. 150m northwest while Phoenixtown 4 (A029/013) is c. 350m 
northwest Phoenixtown 2.  
 
A geophysical survey that was carried out within the landtake of the proposed route 
in 2002 (Licence Ref. 02R058) by Bartlett-Clarke Consultancy revealed an isolated 
cluster of magnetic anomalies in plot 3008A, an area which had a slightly raised 
susceptibility response (Bartlett 2002). The disturbances were too weak and small to 
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suggest the presence of fulacht fiadh; however, the anomalies did lie in an area of 
marshy ground. Field 3010 contained a depression in readings similar to those noted 
for a ditch in plot 3006A. Part of plot 3009C, which lay south of the Phoenixtown 
crossroads gave high susceptibility readings, but with no identifiable magnetometer 
findings (Bartlett 2002, 7–8). Further geophysical survey was carried out in advance 
of the resolution of Phoenixtown 2, showing some of the main features on site 
(Figure 5).  
 
Archaeological test trenching undertaken by IAC in June 2004 (Licence Ref. 
04E0923, Director Sian Keith (Keith 2004)) identified the nature and probable extent 
of the site, which was initially interpreted as a large area of medieval activity spread 
over an area of some 45m x 100m (Figure 4). A mettled/cobbled surface was located 
running east–west across the centerline. This feature measured 3.6m in width x 
0.04–0.08m in depth and was parallel to drainage ditches to the north and south of 
the surface. The southern of the two ditches yielded two sherds of mottled green-
glazed medieval pottery. A shallow linear ditch orientated northeast–southwest 
contained one sherd of green/brown-glazed medieval pottery. Activity in the vicinity of 
these features was agricultural in nature, consisting of cultivation furrows. 

 
1.2 Scope of the Project 
The proposed M3 Clonee–North of Kells scheme is approximately 60km long 
(consisting of approximately 49km of dual carriageway Motorway, 2.1km of dual 
carriageway and 10km of single carriageway) commencing at the end of the existing 
Clonee Bypass, immediately east of Dunboyne and running predominantly in a north 
westerly direction tying back into the existing N3 at Derver, just north of Kells. There 
are also a significant number of side minor road realignments/modifications included 
in the scheme. This section of the scheme incorporates 11.10km along the N3 
Navan–Kells Road and 3.8km of the N52 Kells Bypass. 
 
This section of the scheme merges with the proposed Navan Bypass in the townland 
of Ardbraccan. It travels in a roughly northwest direction towards Kells, passing 
through the townlands of Grange, Phoenixtown, Oldtown, Ballybeg, Nugentstown, 
Kilmainham, Cookstown Great, Gardenrath, and Rockfield. At Rockfield the N52 will 
travel in a semi-circle around Kells, through Newrath Little, Newrath Big, Commons 
of Lloyds, Townparks, Whitecommons and across the River Blackwater at the 
Archdeaconry Glebe. At Cakestown Glebe, it will terminate at the existing N52 north 
of Kells. A link road from the proposed N3, which travels through the townland of 
Kilmainham to the existing N3, is also included within this scheme. 
 
The excavation covered an area approximately 100m x 45m which therefore totalled 
approximately 4500m². 
 

• Phoenixtown 2 lies at chainage 63725.0–63875.0 and at OD level 58.2–
59.3m.  

 
1.3 Circumstances and Dates of Fieldwork  
The excavations were undertaken to offset the adverse impact of road construction 
on known and potential subsoil archaeological remains in order to preserve these 
sites by record.  
 
Topsoil stripping of the area commenced on 27 July 2006. The order and date of the 
excavation is as follows:  
 
• Site commenced on 21 August 2006 with a team of one field director, two 

supervisors, six assistant archaeologists, and six general operatives.  
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• Cleaning back and pre-excavation planning commenced on 31 August 2006. This 

was followed by hand recording and resolution of the site.  
 
• Excavation and recording of all features was largely completed by 22 December 

2006, although a second phase of excavation was required to complete part of 
the site which had been under an access road for the archaeological work on the 
other Phoenixtown sites. This second phase was completed on 18 March 2007. 

 
It was agreed in advance that adequate funds to cover excavation, post-excavation, 
conservation and dating analysis would be made available by Meath County Council. 
Typically, dating would involve pottery analysis through typological study and 
radiocarbon analysis. The site archive, and any finds, samples etc will be kept in safe 
storage by IAC during the post-excavation stage. 
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF COTNRACT 4 
2.1  General 
Human occupation in Meath dates back to the Mesolithic period, which has a date of 
c. 7500 BC. During this period, communities of hunter-gatherers exploited the coastal 
and riverside environments as well as hunting game from the land. The main 
evidence of Mesolithic activity comes in the form of flint scatters and shell middens. A 
concentration of this material is indicated within the north Leinster area, and is 
second only to the high concentration of Mesolithic sites found on the coast of 
Counties Antrim and Down. During this period, much of Ireland was covered in dense 
forests, so the Mesolithic community made little impact on it. Settlement took the 
form of small, temporary camps that changed with the seasons.  
 
The area through which the proposed route will run forms part of the Mag mBreg 
(Plain of Brega). This has been occupied since the Neolithic, with a total of 1854 
archaeological sites, ranging in date from the Neolithic, recorded in County Meath. 
They include the passage tomb cemeteries in the Boyne Valley and at Loughcrew, 
near Oldcastle. County Meath is also well known for a number of prehistoric 
complexes. These are traditionally equated with royal assembly sites mentioned in 
documentary sources, including the Hill of Tara, Teltown and the Hill of Slane. These 
latter sites were used and occupied throughout prehistory and well into the early 
medieval period. 
 
Monuments within Kells (ME017-044) and its surrounding neighbourhood establish 
the wealth of archaeological activity during prehistoric, early medieval, medieval and 
later periods. Kells was recognised in the Iron Age (c. 500 BC–AD) as a dun 
settlement on the road known as the Slighe Assail, which ran from the east coast to 
the ancient royal site of Rathcroghan, Co. Roscommon. It is now believed to be more 
likely that a prehistoric dun was located on the Hill of Lloyd, where a trivallate hillfort 
(ME017-054), which today commands a view of Kells town, is recorded. This site is 
recorded on the route to Rathcroghan, on the line of the current R163, just to the 
west of Kells town. If the hill was an Iron Age dun, the cluster of sites to its west and 
south was perhaps part of the complex. 
 
The most frequent indication of settlement during this period is provided by a 
common monument known as a fulacht fiadh or burnt mound. Over 4500 burnt 
mounds had been recorded in the country by 1998 making them the most common 
prehistoric monument in Ireland (Waddell 1998, 174). The number of these sites is 
increasing all the time as a result of developments and sometimes they occur in 
clusters. They are generally interpreted as Bronze Age cooking/industrial sites 
(although other theories have also been put forward), which were probably 
associated with a mobile or nomadic population. Fulacht fiadh generally consist of a 
low mound of burnt stone, commonly in horseshoe shape, and are found in low lying 
marshy areas or close to a water source such as a stream or river. Often these sites 
have been ploughed out and survive as a spread of heat shattered stones in charcoal 
rich soil with little or no surface expression. 
 
County Meath appears to have been densely settled during the early medieval 
period, as attested by the large number of ringforts, crannogs and ecclesiastical sites 
such as Kells, Dunshaughlin and Monasterboice. Two of the recorded monuments 
(ME017-002, ME016-02301/02), within 500m of the proposed route, are ringforts or 
enclosures that may date to this period. Ringforts are the classic early medieval site 
and are among the commonest archaeological feature in the country. They are 
usually situated on gentle slopes, with good views of the surrounding area. They tend 
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to have a dispersed distribution, although some are occasionally located in pairs, or 
even joined together. 
 
Souterrains also date to the early medieval period and are typically artificial 
underground structures consisting of dry stone walled passages and chambers, 
covered with large stone lintels or cut into bedrock or hard boulder clay. They are 
usually associated with other sites of an early medieval date, such as ringforts and 
ecclesiastical sites. A discovered souterrain site, located roughly south of RMP 
ME016-023(01/02) was found at Newrath Big in 1998. However, there was no 
evidence to suggest an enclosing feature. 
 
During the early ninth century, Columban monks who were fleeing the Viking raids on 
the ecclesiastical island of Iona founded the existing town of Kells. Written sources 
from the 11th and 12th centuries show that Kells became one of the largest pre-
Norman monastic centres in Ireland. A substantial part of the population were 
employed in education and artistic craftwork, as the town ran an important 
scriptorium and commissioned silversmiths and stonemasons. The success of Kells 
is evident by the magnitude of raids that it suffered from by the Vikings in the 10th 
century. 
 
In 1176, Hugh de Lacy, the first Anglo-Norman lord of Meath, built a castle at Kells, 
establishing a Norman manor there. The castle was probably a motte and bailey, but 
its precise location is uncertain. In 1211, Kells was garrisoned by King John, who had 
temporally taken the lordship of Meath from Walter de Lacy, Hugh’s son. Walter de 
Lacy is credited with the granting of a charter for Kells sometime after 1194. The 
earliest reference to the town walls at Kells is in a murage grant of 1326. From this 
time onwards, Kells became an important town and was a strong point in the Pale 
defences during the 15th century.  
 
This background history is a synopsis (with additions) of the history provided 
in the EIS Vol. 6c for Contract 4, carried out by Dr Annaba Kilfeather on behalf 
of Margaret Gowen Ltd (Kilfeather 2002). 
 
2.2 Site Specific Background 
Site Phoenixtown 2 is located in the townland of Phoenixtown, c. 7km southeast of 
Kells town and c. 2.5km west of the current N3. The site is situated in the southeast 
corner of a sizeable square field. Phoenixtown 2 is situated c. 800m southeast of a 
crossing point on a tributary of the River Martry. 
 
2.2.1 Environmental Impact Assessment 
An archaeological assessment of the proposed corridor for Contract 4 of the M3 
Navan–Kells & Kells Bypass was included within an Environmental Impact 
Statement, which was published in Febuary 2002 (Gowen 2002). This identified 12 
RMP sites that would be directly affected by the proposed road development and 
highlighted a number of areas of archaeological potential. 
 
The Environmental Impact Assessment recorded no archaeological sites and areas 
of archaeological potential within 500m of Site Phoenixtown 2 (Gowen 2002). 
 
Field walking and an aerial survey for the EIA revealed the following areas of 
archaeological potential: 

• Within the townland of Phoenixtown the route of the proposed road travels 
across a tributary of the River Blackwater. The archaeological significance of 
the River Blackwater is well attested in the archaeological record. Rivers have 
acted as focal points for settlement through all periods of human settlement, 
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and it is possible, particularly in green-field areas that prehistoric settlement 
activity may come to light.  

• The proposed route travels within close proximity to a curved field boundary 
south of Phoenixtown 2. This feature was noted as being of archaeological 
potential.  

 
2.2.2 Results of Geophysical Survey 
A geophysical survey of the site was undertaken from May to July 2002. The survey 
phases were as follows:  
 

Phase 1: Magnetometry of 9m blocks within each 20m strip of ground, giving 
45% coverage of each 20m block. 

Phase 2: A magnetic susceptibility reading at 12.5m intervals along the 
magnetometry transects. 

 
Bartlett-Clark Consultancy undertook a geophysical survey of the test area containing 
Site Phoenixtown 2 under licence No. 02R058. Any potential archaeological 
anomalies worth investigation were highlighted within the report. Fourteen test 
trenches were excavated across geophysical anomalies to assess the extent, 
character and condition of any such below-ground archaeological remains (see 
section 2.2.3). In all cases the location of the geophysical trenches were surveyed in 
by GPS to ensure the accuracy of the testing exercise.  
 
A summary of the results is as follows: 
 
Geophysical survey on the site of Phoenixtown 2 gave an unusually varied magnetic 
response and revealed a complex pattern of linear and rectilinear features, forming a 
system of small enclosures (3016D). The area also contained pit-like magnetic 
anomalies and variability in susceptibility readings. These factors suggest the 
possibility of settlement remains. The curving boundary in the SE corner of a field S 
of Phoenixtown 2 was mentioned as a feature of possible archaeological significance 
in the EIS (3016D).  
Earthwork mounds approx. 1m in height were visible on both sides of the proposed 
route (3016E). The geophysical survey detected clusters of pit like anomalies, as well 
as strong disturbances. The anomalies may represent recent infilling in an earthwork 
ditch or hollow. The area surrounding Phoenixtown 2 is subdivided with electric 
fences, these may account for most of the magnetic disturbances noted in the plot 
(3017). (Bartlett 2002, 8)  
 
2.2.3 Results of Archaeological Testing 
Test trenches were excavated to determine, as far as is reasonably possible, the 
location, extent, date, character, condition, significance, and quality of any surviving 
archaeological remains liable to be threatened by the proposed development. Test 
trenching was carried out to clarify the nature and extent of existing disturbance and 
intrusions and assess the degree of archaeological survival in order to formulate 
further mitigation strategies designed to reduce or offset the impact of the proposed 
development scheme. Phoenixtown 2 was located within Test Area 4 of Contract 4 
(2004). In total 1818.5 linear meters of trenches were mechanically excavated across 
the test area. Trenching took into account the location of any geophysical anomalies. 
 
The overall linear testing programme involved the excavation of a trench 2m wide 
along the entire centreline of the proposed route. Offset trenches were excavated on 
alternate sides of the centreline at intervals of 20m within the area of road take. Extra 
offset trenches were excavated and assessed where required in areas of previously 
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unidentified archaeological potential. Additional trenches were also excavated at 
areas where the roadtake was particularly wide and in these areas parallel centreline 
trenches with offsets were excavated.  
 
Testing was carried out using 20 tonne 360°mechanical excavators, each equipped 
with a 2m wide toothless bucket, under strict archaeological supervision. All trenches 
were backfilled and compacted as soon as possible.  
 
A total of three archaeological sites were identified in Test Area 4 (Keith 2004). 
Nothing of archaeological significance was identified in the remainder of the test area 
(Figure 4). Testing at site A029/011 revealed a mettled/cobbled surface running 
east–west across the centerline (Keith 2004). This feature measured 3.6m wide x 
0.04–0.08m deep and was parallel to drainage ditches to the north and south of the 
surface. The southern of the two ditches yielded two sherds of mottled green-glazed 
medieval pottery. A shallow linear ditch orientated northeast–southwest contained 
one sherd of green/brown-glazed medieval pottery. It was 2.5m wide and 0.20m 
deep. It was not clear what the function of this feature was. Other activity in the 
vicinity of these features was agricultural in nature, consisting of cultivation furrows. 
 
2.2.4 Cartographic Analysis  
First Edition Ordnance Survey map (1837), Scale 1:10560 
Cartographic analysis revealed nothing in advance of testing the site at Phoenixtown 
2. While the field boundary immediately southeast of Phoenixtown curves gently for a 
section perhaps 150m long close to the site, this part of the field boundary is in fact 
following the line of a river, and so is unlikely to be man-made. 
 
No hint of the former presence of the road at Phoenixtown is to be seen on any maps 
examined, although a field boundary visible on the OS maps some 200m west of the 
site is running along a very similar line. However, the distance between the site and 
this field boundary is quite large, and little more can be said of this possible 
connection. 
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3 SUMMARY OF EXCAVATION METHOD 
 
3.1 On-site Methodology 
The topsoil was reduced to the interface between natural and topsoil using a 20 
tonne excavator machine equipped with a flat toothless bucket under strict 
archaeological supervision. The remaining topsoil was removed by the 
archaeological team with the use of shovels, hoes and trowels in order to expose and 
identify the archaeological remains. A site grid was set up at 5m intervals and was 
subsequently calibrated to the national grid using GPS survey equipment.  
 
All features were subsequently fully excavated and recorded using the single context 
recording system with plans and sections being produced at a scale of 1:50, 1:20 or 
1:10 as appropriate.  
 
A complete photographic record was maintained throughout the excavation. Slide 
and digital photographs were taken of all features and of work in progress. Digital film 
clips were also taken. These photos were supplemented by specialist aerial 
photographs.  
 
An environmental strategy devised at the beginning of the excavation was endorsed 
by Sarah Cobain (environmental specialist). Features exhibiting large amounts of 
carbonised material were the primary targets. Features containing waterlogged or 
anoxic fills were sampled for later lab analysis.  
 
3.2 Report Production Methodology 
Groups and subgroups 
For the purpose of this report the archaeological remains are described by way of 
sub-groups (stratigraphically connected contexts, generally derived from a defined 
and stratigraphically independent archaeological action or sequence of actions). 
Groups define related sub-groups. Phasing of the site is based on the grouping of the 
groups, and this is described in the discussion (Section 5). 
 
In the following text, the author has used one type of brackets: 
{ } = These enclose Subgroup numbers. 
 
The author has allocated Subgroup numbers starting from {1001} to avoid confusion 
with existing context numbers.  
 
Example: 
• Subgroup {3400} consists of Cut x and fills y and z 
• Subgroup {3456} consists of Cut a and fill b, Cut c and fill d, Cut e and fill f. Cuts 

a, c and e have been shown to be related and can therefore be placed in one 
collective Subgroup. 

 
All contexts are preceded with C.  
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4 EXCAVATION RESULTS 
 
4.1 GROUP 1: Natural Drift Geology 
 
4.1.1 Subgroup: {1001} Natural Drift Geology   
Contexts: 
 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled

 by 
Depth (m) Length 

(m) 
Width 
(m) Description Interpretation Area

2 Deposit   Unknown   Yellow silty clay/sand. Colour varies 
from mid-brown to yellow/orange. Natural All 

 
Finds: None 
 
Interpretation: 
 
Natural subsoil cut by all features on site. 
 
GROUP 1 Discussion: Natural Drift Geology 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

1 1001 Subsoil N/A Natural Geology Natural Geology 

 
The natural subsoil varied across the site. In general it was yellow brown clay with 
sandy patches scattered throughout.  
 
4.2 GROUP 2: First Phase Agricultural Activity 
 
4.2.1 Subgroup: {1002} First Phase Field Boundaries  
Contexts: 

C Type Fill 
of 

Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Lengt
h (m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

C14 Fill 641  0.24m  0.54m Linear N-S orientated soft light 
greyish brown silty sandy clay. 

Fill of shallow ditch, 
defining area of 
cultivation. 

A 

C30 Fill 146  0.07-
0.24m 26.5m 

0.25m
-
0.53m

E-W orientated linear of soft mid 
brown sandy clay with cobbles 
and pebbles (15%) and charcoal 
2%. 

Fill of boundary ditch. 
Relates to 33, 37 and 
14. 

B 

C32 Fill 155  0.1m 3.5m 0.5m 
E-W orientated linear of moderate 
loose light brown yellowish sandy 
silt with no inclusions. 

Fill of Small ditch, 
continuation of 146 B 

C33 Fill 229  0.31m 9.9m 0.62m
N-S orientated linear with friable 
mid brownish grey silty sand with 
5% stones. 

Fill of boundary ditch. 
Related to 33, 30, 37 
and 14. 

B 

C37 Fill 53  0.2m 4.2m 0.5m 

NE-SW orientated linear of tightly 
compacted blackish sandy soil 
with some charcoal and very few 
stones. 

Fill of boundary ditch. 
Related to 33, 30 and 
14. 

B 

C53 Cut  37 0.2m 4.2m 0.5m 

NE-SW orientated linear with 
gentle breaks of slope at the top 
and base, gentle sloping sides 
and a round to flat base. 

Cut of poss boundary 
ditch. Related to 146, 
229 and 641. 

B 

C146 Cut  30 0.07-
0.24m 26.5m 0.25-

0.53m

E-W orientated linear with a sharp 
break of slope at the top and a 
gradual break of slope at the base 
with sloping sides and an uneven 
base. 

Cut of poss boundary 
ditch. Related to 53, 
229 and 641. 

B 
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C155 Cut  32 0.1m 3.5m 0.5m 

E-W orientated linear with gradual 
break of slope at the top but not 
perceptible at the base. It has 
concave sides and a flat base. 

Cut of small field 
boundary, 
continuation of C30 

B 

C229 Cut  33 0.31m 9.9m 0.62m

Linear cut with round corners, a 
sharp break of slope at the top 
and a gradual break of slope at 
the base, concave sides and a 
concave base. 

Cut of a ditch. Poss 
boundary ditch. 
Related to 146, 53 
and 641. 

B 

C641 Cut  14 0.28m 20.8m 0.3-
0.5m 

N-S orientated L shaped linear 
with gradual to sharp break of 
slope at the top and a gradual 
break of slope at the base, 
gradual to sharp sides and a 
slightly concave, almost flat base. 

Cut of linear feature. 
Poss boundary ditch. 
Related to 146, 53, 
229. 

A/B 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:30:1 30 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Dark patch. Unglazed 

E3129:33:1-4 33 Pottery Medieval 3 Unglazed sherds 1 glazed 
E3129:37:1 37 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
 
Interpretation:  
Features C53, C146, C229, and C641 formed the earliest phase of the site 
stratigraphically, and appeared to represent agricultural land division. Feature C641 
appeared to be respected by plough furrows C194, C195, C196, and C205 and so 
these were considered contemporary. Ditches C641 and C53 were part of the same 
feature as C146, C155 and C229. Each of these features was filled by a single 
context. Fills C30, C33 and C37 all contained medieval pottery. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
This group of features contained four unglazed sherds of medieval pottery and three 
glazed sherds. These are awaiting specialist examination. 
 
4.2.2 Subgroup {1003}: First Phase Plough Furrows 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

C15 Fill 194  0.02m 4m 0.4m Linear E-W orientated light greyish 
brown silty clay. Assoc with 14 

Shallow plough 
furrow. A 

C16 Fill 195  0.03m 3.4m 0.25m
E-W orientated linear, of loose 
light greyish brown silty sand. 
Assoc with 14 

Shallow plough 
furrow. A 

C17 Fill 196  0.05m 2.2m 0.15m
E-W orientated linear, of loose 
light greyish brown silty sand. 
Assoc with 14. 

Shallow plough 
furrow. A 

C18 Fill 205  0.05m 3m 0.22m
E-W orientated linear, of loose 
light greyish brown silty sand, 
assoc with 14 

Shallow plough 
furrow. A 

C194 Cut  15 0.02m 4m 0.4m 

E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners, it had a gradual 
to sharp break of slope at the top 
and a gradual break of slope at 
the base with concave sides and a 
flat base. 

Cut of a furrow. A 
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C195 Cut  16 0.03m 3.4m 0.25m

E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners, it had a gradual 
to sharp break of slope at the top 
and a gradual to sharp break of 
slope at the base with concave 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a furrow. A 

C196 Cut  17 0.05m 2.2m 0.15m

E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners, sharp to gradual 
break of slope but a rounded 
break of slope at the base, it has 
concave sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a furrow. A 

C205 Cut  18 0.05m 3m 0.22m

E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners, gradual to sharp 
break of slope at the top and a 
gradual break of slope at the 
base. It has concave sides and a 
flat base. 

Cut of a furrow. A 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment 

E3129:15:1 C15 Flint ?Prehistoric Debitage 

 
Interpretation: 
These plough furrows respect the small field boundary C641 at the northeast of the 
site and are considered to be part of the earliest phase on site. All cuts have gradual 
breaks of slope top and bottom with gradually sloping sides and concave bases. All 
furrows have single silty sand fills.  
 
Finds: 
One piece of flint debitage was found in this subgroup.  
 
GROUP 2 Discussion: First Phase Agricultural Activity 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

2 1002 Field boundaries 
 Medieval Medieval 1st Phase field 

boundaries 

2 1003 Plough Furrows Medieval Medieval 1st Phase plough 
furrows 

 
This group of features is made up of two small field boundaries and four plough 
furrows that respect them. These features appear to pre-date the main period of 
activity on the site, as they are truncated by some of the other medieval features on 
site (See Figures 6 and 7, Plate 2). C15, the fill of one of the plough furrows 
contained a piece of flint debitage, but this is an intrusive find. Contexts C30, C33 
and C37 all contained medieval pottery and it is likely that this phase of activity is 
from that period. Other features around the site, particularly some of the small pits 
and spreads have been attributed to land clearance and may relate to this group or 
earlier in the process of clearing land for agricultural use. 
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4.3 GROUP 3: Medieval Road and Associated Contexts 
 
4.3.1 Subgroup: {1004} Medieval Road and Associated Contexts 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

C197 Cut  

199, 
201, 
281, 
469 

0.53m 49m 2.6m 

E-W orientated linear gradual 
breaks of slope at the top 
and the base with sloping 
sides and an uneven base. 

Cut of ditch running 
E-W along N side of 
the road. 

C 

C198 Cut  
199, 
504, 
625 

0.52m 35m 2.3m 

E-W orientated slightly 
curving linear with gradual 
breaks of slope at the top 
and the base, sloping sides 
and an uneven base. 

Cut of ditch running 
E-W along S side of 
the road. 

C 

C199 Fill 197,
198  Max 

0.6m 30m 10m 

E-W orientated linear of 
medium compaction dark 
grey brown clay sand with 
inclusions of charcoal and 
bone. 

Layer of clay/sand 
sealing the road and 
two ditches 197, 198 

C 

C200 Stone 
layer    36.8m 4.2m 

E-W orientated curvilinear of 
small and medium sized 
stones. 

Cobbled medieval 
road runs E-W. C 

C201 Fill 197  0.44m 8.5m 2.7m 

E-W orientated linear of 
loose to soft dark brown grey 
silty clay with inclusions of 
charcoal. 

Bottom layer of ditch 
197. Runs E-W. C 

C268 Depos
it   0.02-

0.03m  10m Patches of loose yellow sand 
between 199 and 200. 

Patches of sandy soil 
over the road where 
there are wheel 
marks. 

C 

C281 Fill 197  0.54m 14.5m 1.65m 

E-W orientated linear of 
compact dark brown sandy 
clay with inclusions of 
charcoal and a few small 
stones. 

Fill of N road ditch 
runs E-W. C 

C282 Fill 283  0.1m 0.7m 0.45m 
NE-SW orientated oval of 
loose grey clay silt with 
inclusions of charcoal. 

Fill of small pit. C 

C283 Cut  282 0.1m 0.7m 0.45m 

NE-SE orientated irregular 
cut with gradual breaks of 
slope at the top and the 
base, concave sides to the 
NW side and stepped side to 
the SE side and a concave 
base. 

Small shallow pit 
cutting 281. C 

C349 Fill 197  0.75m 

approx. 
15m, 
continue
s under 
baulk 

0.8m 
E-W linear feature of 
compact grey brownish silt 
clay with occasional stones 

Fill of ditch on the N 
side of the road runs 
E-W. 

C 

C375 Stone 
layer   0.3m 3.9m 3.45m 

N-S orientated irregular 
deposit of stones with 
frequent stones 6-40cm and 
infrequent stones of 1-6cm. 

Concentration of 
stones. C 
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C428 
Line 
of 
stones 

   

2.1m + 
2.4m 
c197. 
9.46m 
c198 

One 
stone 
wide. 

2 NE-SW orientated lines of 
stones, one line lies along 
the N side of 197 and the 
other line along the S side of 
198. Similar formation of 
stones on the S edge of ditch 
198 and continues for 9.5m 
although this is not 
continuous. Stones range 
from 10cm-40cm, though 
most are between 20 and 
40cm. 

Two lines of stones 
defining the sides of 
the ditches. 

C 

C456 Cut  199,3
49 0.47m 0.6m 0.6m 

Oval feature with rounded 
corners. The sides are 
vertical to the N and S and 
concave to the E and W. The 
base is flat. 

Cut of a pit. C 

C457 Cut  349 0.55m 0.6m 0.6m 

Oval feature. The sides are 
vertical on the N and W and 
gradual on the S and E with a 
flat base. 

Cut of a pit. C 

C458 Cut  349 0.26m 2.8m 0.3m E-W orientated linear with 
vertical sides and a flat base.

Cut of linear linking 
pits 456 and 457 runs 
E-W. 

C 

C469 Fill 197  0.2m 1.5m 0.7m 
E-W orientated fill of a ditch 
of loose brown/yellowish 
sandy clay. 

Bottom layer of ditch 
197 runs E-W. C 

C487 Fill 488,
497  0.16m 1.55m 0.3m 

E-W orientated oval of loose 
brown grey sandy soil with 
stones. 

Fill of a pit. C 

C488 Cut  
487, 
496, 
498 

0.25m 0.8m 0.3m 
E-W orientated oval cut, 
gradual sloping sides and a 
rounded irregular base. 

Cut of pit. C 

C496 Fill 488  0.18m 0.5m 0.3m Circular fill of loose grey 
sandy soil with some stones. Fill of a pit. C 

C497 Cut  487 0.16m 0.6m 0.3m 
E-W orientated oval cut, 
gradual sloping sides and a 
round base. 

Cut of a pit. C 

C498 Fill 488  0.03m 0.25m 0.2m E-W orientated oval of loose 
yellow sandy clay. 

Redeposit material in 
pit. C 

C504 Fill 198  Approx. 
0.35m 12m Approx. 

0.6m 

E-W orientated linear of 
compact brown yellow silt 
clay with occasional small 
stones. 

Fill of ditch runs E-W. C 

C557 Fill 197  0.3m 1.6m 
max 0.83m 

Linear of loose mid brownish 
sandy clay with large and 
medium stones. 

Fill of a ditch. D 

C625 Fill 198  0.03m 1.2m 0.35m NE-SW orientated linear of 
moderate firm black silty clay. Charcoal layer in 198 D 

635 Cut  636 0.3m 4.5m 1.2m 
NE-SW orientated linear with, 
gradual sides and a linear 
concave base. 

Cut of a ditch runs 
NE-SW from 197 to 
198 at W end of road. 

D 

636 Fill 635  0.3m 4.5m 1.2m 

NE-SW orientated linear of 
moderate firm dark greyish 
brown silty clay with 20% 
stones and 20% gravel. 

Fill of a ditch runs 
NE-SW from 197 to 
198 at W end of road. 

D 

C716 Fill 717  0.35m Approx. 
5m 

Approx. 
0.9m 

N-S orientated linear of quite 
hard dark brownish grey 
sandy clay with moderate 
small stones, and small 
sherds of medieval pottery. 

Fill of a small ditch 
runs N-S under 
roadway. 

C 

C717 Cut  717 0.35m Approx. 
5m 

Approx. 
0.9m 

N-S orientated linear with the 
corners cut by ditches either 
side, gradual break of slope 
at the top and the base, 
gentle sloping sides and 

Cut of a small ditch 
going across the 
trackway, under the 
cobbled surface runs 
N-S. 

C 
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irregular U shaped base. 

C719 Fill 722  0.26m >8m 1.2m 

NE-SW orientated linear of 
compacted brownish grey 
clay with occasional small 
and medium stones. 

Fill of ditch to S of 
medieval road runs 
NE-SW. 

C 

C720 Fill 722  0.47m >8m 0.5m 
NE-SW orientated linear fill of 
compacted mid-light brown 
clay with few stones. 

Fill of ditch to S of 
medieval road runs 
NE-SW. 

C 

C721 Fill 722  0.55m >8m 0.81m 

NE-SW orientated linear fill of 
compacted mid-dark brown 
clay with moderate small 
medium and large stones. 

Fill of ditch to S of 
medieval road runs 
NE-SW. 

C 

C722 Cut  
719, 
720, 
721 

0.8m >8m >1.5m 

NE-SW orientated linear with 
no corners, sharp break of 
slope at the top and a 
gradual break of slope at the 
base, steep sides and a flat 
base. 

Cut of ditch adjacent 
to S of medieval road, 
likely to be the same 
as 198 runs NE-SW. 

C 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context 
# Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 

form etc) 
E3129:199:4, 6, 10, 14,  
15, 20, 21, 38, 46, 
52,53,55,57,61,70,71 
,73,76,78,83,91,92,94,96 

C199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:199:50,62,63,79-81 C199 Pottery Medieval Possibly Glazed Sherds 
E3129:199:1,3,5,7,9,11- 
13,16-19, 22-24,29,30,32-35,37,39-
45,47-49,51, 
56,58-60,64-69,72,74,75, 
77,84-88, 90,93,97-99 

C199 
 
 

Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:199:2,25-28,36,54,89,95,102-
121 C199 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:199:8 C199 Stone Unknown Debitage 

E3129:199:31 C199 Flint Unknown Debitage 

E3129:199:82 C199 Metal Medieval Nail, possible roofing nail 

E3129:199:100 C199 Metal Medieval Iron piece 

E3129:199:101 C199 Stone Unknown Worked Stone 

E3129:200:2-19 C200 Pottery Medieval Sherds 

E3129:200:1 C200 Metal Medieval FE Object 

E3129:201:1,2,7,10 C201 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:201:3 C201 Flint Unknown Debitage 

E3129:201:4-6,8 C201 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:201:9 C201 Stone Unknown Possibly worked 

E3129:281:1,2 C281 Pottery Medieval Green Glazed Sherds 

E3129:349:1-3 C349 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:349:4- C349 Pottery Medieval Black And Red Burnt Sherds

E3129:375:1-4 C375 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:469:1 C469 Pottery Medieval Brown/Black Sherd 

E3129:469:2 C469 Pottery Medieval Black Unglazed 

E3129:469:3 C469 Pottery Medieval Possibly Glazed 

E3129:487:1-7 C487 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:625:1 C625 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Handle With 
Linear Decoration 

E3129:636:1, 4 C636 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:636:2 C636 Pottery Medieval Other Sherd 
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E3129:636:3 C636 Pottery Medieval Possible Roof Tile 

E3129:716:1,2 C716 Pottery Medieval Sherds 

 
Interpretation:  
This group of features (Subgroup 4:3:1) comprises a mettled roadway, C200, which 
ran roughly east–west across the middle of the site and two drainage ditches which 
ran parallel to it, C198 at the south and C197 at the north (Figures 6–9, Plates 3–7). 
Two smaller ditches ran north–south under the mettling joining these drainage 
ditches: C635 at the west end of the road and C717 further to the east, about half 
way across the site.  
 
The site sloped from west–east and these ditches appeared to drain the northern-
most ditch C197 into the southern one, C198, which perhaps lessened overflowing 
onto the roadway. Along the northern-most of these two drainage ditches there were 
two pits, C456 and C457, which were connected by a short narrow channel C458, 
which appeared to have been cut into its base before it silted up. These features 
were all filled by C349 which was one of the fills of C197. Their purpose is unclear, 
although it should be noted that they were found at a point where the subsoil was 
very rich in natural iron, to the point that the cut of these features and the ditch, 
C197, had become encrusted with iron pan and hardened by it. 
 
The southern drainage ditch, C198, was filled predominantly by C199 which was also 
sealing the mettled surface of the roadway. This was a sandy clay material which 
appears to have silted up over a period of time and it contained occasional pieces of 
bone and charcoal and a large number of pieces of medieval pottery. Also in C199 
were C504, a redeposited natural that ran for approximately 12 metres, and C625 
which was a 1.2m long, charcoal-rich clay deposit.  
 
The northern drainage ditch was filled mainly by C201 which was 8.5m long, C349 
which was 15m long, and C281 which was 14.5m long. These fills seemed to 
intermingle with each other, suggesting they were variations on the same material, or 
had been churned up in flood conditions. No further stratigraphical relationship could 
be established.  
 
The only other fill was C469 which was 1.5m long and a maximum of 0.2m deep and 
stratigraphically earlier than C281. These fills were then sealed by C199. Periodically 
along the outside of both drainage ditches there was a line of stones C428 which 
could have been placed here to retain the topsoil in the surrounding fields and slow 
the silting of the ditches, or may simply represent the base level of the field 
boundaries to either side, the rest of which had been ploughed away or robbed out in 
the past.  
 
The roadway was very well preserved at the east of the site but, although there were 
still a lot of stones at the western end, the mettling was not so evident. This lack of 
mettling could be explained by plough damage due to the shallower plough soil on 
the higher ground. As the road was coming onto higher ground in this area it may be 
that drainage was less necessary and therefore the clearly defining ditches are no 
longer clearly present at this end of the site. 
 
Where the mettling C200 was well preserved it was still possible to see wheel ruts 
impressed into the road surface, clearly showing where carts had been pulled along, 
and also a depressed area along the middle of the road where horses or cattle had 
repeatedly tread the same path (Figure 9, Plate 5). These marks were filled by a 
sandy soil C268. In the middle of the road the stones were generally smaller than 
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those on the edge and some of the stones which were originally on the road had 
slumped down into the drainage ditches. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 159 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this group firmly dating the 
road and associated features to the medieval period. Of these, 73 pieces were 
glazed, 37 unglazed, six pieces were possibly glazed, and there were 53 other 
pieces of pottery that have yet to be examined, one of which may have been a roof 
tile. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this group three pieces of stone debitage were found as well as 2 pieces of 
possibly worked stone. A nail was found as well as two other pieces of iron. 
 
GROUP 3 Discussion: Medieval road and associated contexts 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

3 1004 Medieval road and 
associated contexts Medieval Medieval Medieval road and 

associated contexts 
 
 
C200 was a rural medieval trackway, running east–west across the site at 
Phoenixtown 2, apparently serving the needs of a rural community that were involved 
in large-scale processing of cereal (Figures 6–9, Plates 3–7). At over 4m wide in 
places, and with a well-worn surface of well-laid mettling, it must have been a 
relatively important thoroughfare, and while it is not clear where it went, it can be 
presumed that it connected the people at Phoenixtown to the wider community 
perhaps in Kells and beyond.  
 
The road seems to have been kept dry and clean by the construction of a set of 
drainage ditches, which flanked the road to either side (Figure 16). Another pair of 
ditches were dug and ran across the road at right angles to let water drain from the 
uphill drain to the north to the lower southern one. However, these were mettled over, 
and may have been related to the earliest phase of the road.  
 
On the outside of the drainage ditches ran a line of stones, this was presumably to 
stop the ditches silting up quickly and perhaps to help people see the route of the 
road when it was covered by water or snow. They may also represent the base of 
two stone walls that originally may have flanked the road. 
 
Stratigraphy shows the northernmost of the two road drainage ditches silted up first. 
This could be because the drains under the road had been blocked and the silty 
water that ran down the slope was allowed to stand in the ditch. Medieval pottery was 
found in C199 which overlay the fill of this ditch and also filled the southern ditch. The 
road must have gone out of use during the period when C199 was forming as it also 
sealed the entire surface of the road in the low-lying eastern side of the site.  
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4.4 GROUP 4: Kilns and Associated Features 
 
4.4.1 Subgroup {1005}: Kiln A 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

77 Fill 399  0.06-
0.49m 

1.50-
2.18m 

0.70-
0.84m

L shaped fill of moderately firm 
yellow to dark brown sandy silt. 

Fill of possible 
kiln. B 

363 Fill   Varyin
g   L shaped fill consisting of stones. Stone structure. B 

399 Cut  

77, 
363, 
400, 
420, 
440 

0.39-
0.5m 

1.53m-
2.65m 

0.98-
1.53m

L shaped cut with round corners, 
steep to gradual break of slope at 
the top, sharp break of slope at 
the base, steep to gradual sides 
and a flat base. 

Cut of possible 
kiln. B 

400 Fill 399  0.02m
-0.1m 

0.53-
0.57m 

0.2-
0.77m

N-S orientated fill in L-shaped 
feature of fairly loose dark brown 
black sandy silt with charcoal and 
traces of burnt bone. 

Fill consisting of 
burnt soil and 
charcoal, in kiln. 

B 

420 Fill 399  0.08m 0.26m 0.26m
N-S orientated fill in L shaped 
feature of loose orange reddish 
silty sand with no inclusions. 

In situ burning in 
possible kiln. B 

440 Fill 399  0.24-
0.45m 

0.71-
1.18m 1.18m Thin layer only recorded in section 

of firm light brown yellow silty clay.
Fill of possible 
kiln. B 

483 Fill 493  0.13m 1.4m 0.35m E-W orientated fill of firm, brown 
yellow clay. 

Feature cut by 
399, 52, and 97. B 

493 Cut  483 0.13m 1.4m 0.35m

E-W orientated oval with rounded 
corners, gradual break of slope at 
the top and the base, concave 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of possibly 
part of a ditch 
runs E-W. 

B 

689 Fill 399  0.39-
0.5m 

1.53-
2.65m 

0.1-
0.22m

Lining of L shaped kiln consisting 
of medium brown silty clay with 
occasional small stones. 

Lining of cut 
399, to hold 
stone lining to 
edge of kiln. 

B 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:77:1,3,5 C77 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:77:2,4 C77 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:400:1 400 Pottery Medieval Curved. Green glaze 

 
Interpretation: 
Kiln A was an L-shaped kiln situated towards the northeast end of the site. It 
measured 2.65m x 1.53m x 0.5m deep in the eastern part and 1.53m x 0.98m x 
0.33m deep in the western. The original cut C399 was L Shaped and had near 
vertical sides, sharp breaks of slope at both top and bottom with a nearly flat base. 
The cut was lined with dry-stone walls (C363) and with silty clay (C689) in between 
(Figures 12 and 15, Plates 8–10).  
 
The stone lining (C363) was made up of a number of large fairly flat stones ranging 
from 0.52m x 0.35m x 0.1m to 0.37m x 0.24m x 0.08m. Gaps between the large 
stones were filled by smaller stones. C689, a silty clay, had been used like plaster to 
fill between the stones and behind them. At the northern end of the kiln was a 
shallow linear feature, C493, which was cut away by large boundary/ ditch C52. 
There extant remains were such that it not possible to speculate as to its cause or 
purpose. It seems that the northern end of the kiln had also been cut away by this 
ditch. 
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The bottom fill of the kiln was a yellow clay, C440; above this was C420, scorched 
clay indicating in-situ burning and above that a charcoal-rich, sandy silt: C400. These 
fills were all found at the northern end of the kiln. As well as containing a high 
percentage of charcoal, C400 also contained burnt bone. It is believed that this kiln 
was related to the animal-powered mill and other kilns around the site, some of which 
were found to contain burnt grain and presumed to have been used in grain 
processing. 
 
It is not clear how this burnt bone came to be here although it is possible the kiln was 
re-used for cooking/rubbish burning or indeed that the bone was intrusive. The cut of 
the kiln was finally filled by C77, a very sterile sandy silt. It seems from its sterility that 
this material was dumped in to the kiln to level the area after the kiln had gone out of 
use, or that it silted up naturally into the disused feature. Finally, once the kiln had 
been backfilled the northern end of it was cut away by large boundary/drainage ditch 
C52. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Six pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup dating it to the medieval 
period. Four of these pieces were glazed and two unglazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
 
4.4.2 Subgroup {1006}: Kiln B 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

119 Fill   0.30m 5.60m 4m 
E-W orientated sub-circular 
feature of greyish brown silty clay 
with inclusions of large stones. 

Layer of stones 
and soil. D 

149 Cut  211 0.1m 0.95m 
NW-SE 

0.4m 
NE-
SW 

NW-SE orientated linear with 
rounded corners, , concave sides 
and an irregular concave base. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs 
NW-SE. 

D 

158 Cut  

159, 
204, 
245, 
255, 
289 

0.2m 2m 0.9m 
N-S orientated linear with rounded 
and gradual sides with an 
uneven/concave base. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs NS. D 

159 Fill 158  0.2m 2m 0.9m 
N-S orientated linear of loose 
medium brown blackish silty clay 
with >10% charcoal. 

Main fill of 158. D 

181 Fill 207  0.07m 0.8m 0.6m 

NE-SW orientated oval of firm red 
and orange clayish sand with 
frequent stones and occasional 
charcoal. 

Possible hearth. D 

191 Cut  

314, 
247, 
245, 
255, 
244, 
246, 
192 

0.33m 2.25m 1.7m 

NW-SE orientated keyhole shaped 
feature with sharp break of slope 
at the top and the base with 
vertical sides and a flat base. 

Cut of possible 
corn-drying kiln, 
keyhole shaped. 

D 

192 Fill 191  0.05-
0.17m 2.2m 1.3m 

NW-SE orientated keyhole shaped 
feature of loose greyish/brown 
black silt clay with 20% charcoal 
and 2% small stones. 

Fill covering 
stony layer 
within 191. 

D 

204 Fill 158  0.05m 0.5m 0.4m 
N-S orientated oval of loose dark 
black silty sand with >70% 
charcoal. 

Fill of cut 158. D 

206 Fill 291  0.12m 1.4m 0.35m
NE-SW orientated irregular 
feature of loose blackish brown 
silty clay with charcoal flecks >5%.

Fill of irregular 
linear runs NE-
SW. 

D 

207 Fill 431  Max 
0.24m 1.66m 0.8m 

NE-SW orientated oval of firm 
dark grey silty sand with a brown 
hue. It contains frequent charcoal 

Context 
comprising of 
burnt soil. 

D 
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and occasional stones. 

209 Fill 239  0.3m 1.28m 1.27m

Sub oval/irregular feature of 
strongly cemented black reddish 
sandy clay with frequent small red 
stones. 

Hearth. D 

211 Fill 149  0.1m 0.95m 
NW-SE 

0.4m 
NE-
SW 

NW-SE orientated linear of loose 
greyish brown silty clay with 
occasional charcoal. 

Fill of linear runs 
NW-SE. D 

239 Cut  209, 
240 0.3m 1.28m 1.28m

Sub oval/irregular orientated 
feature with rounded corners, 
gradual break of slope at the top 
and a moderate break of slope at 
the base, with concave sides and 
a concave base. 

Cut of a hearth. D 

240 Fill 239  0.28m 1.06m 0.97m

Sub oval fill consisting of 
loose/nearly cemented black 
brownish silty sand with many 
stones and occasional charcoal. 

Fill of a hearth. D 

244 Fill 191  0.04m 1.85m 1.2m NW-SE orientated keyhole shaped 
feature of hard yellow clay sand. 

Fill between 
stones in 255. D 

245 Fill 191, 
158  0.15m

-0.2m 2.2m 1.3m 

NW-SE orientated keyhole shaped 
feature of loose greyish/brown 
black silt clay with 2% charcoal 
and occasional small stones. 

Bottom fill of 191 
and 158. D 

246 Fill 191  0.03m 0.5m 0.6m Irregular feature of stiff burnt red 
clay with charcoal. 

Layer of clay 
affected by high 
temperature. 

D 

247 Fill 191  0.04m 0.5m 0.4m Irregular feature of stiff burnt red 
clay with charcoal. Lower fill of 191. D 

255 Fill 191, 
158  0.2m 2.2m 1.35m

NW-SE orientated keyhole shaped 
feature including loosely 
compacted stone layer, some of 
which are burnt. 

Stone layer 
within cut 191 
and 158. 

D 

280 Fill 303  0.14m 0.7m 0.65m

N-S orientated sub rectangular 
feature of weakly cemented 
medium greyish brown clay silt 
with occasional small pebbles. 

Fill of 
rectangular pit. D 

289 Fill 158  0.08m 0.3m 0.25m
N-S orientated irregular oval of 
loose dark black silty sand with 
over 80% charcoal chunks. 

Very dense 
charcoal layer 
under stony 
layer 255. 

D 

291 Cut  206 0.12m 1.4m 0.35m

NE-SW orientated irregular 
curving cut with rounded corners, 
gradual breaks of slope at the top 
and the base, straight sides and 
an irregular base. 

Cut of sub-
circular shallow 
pit. 

D 

303 Cut  280 0.14m 0.7m 0.65m

N-S orientated sub rectangular 
feature with rounded corners, a 
sharp break of slope at the top 
with straight sides and a gradual 
break of slope at the base. The 
base is flat but sloping towards the 
E. It is cutting 191 and 314. 

Cut of sub-
rectangular pit. 
Possibly was 
used to repair 
collapsed stone 
wall of kiln from 
the outside. 

D 

314 Stone 
wall 191  0.33m 2.25m 1.7m 

This is a keyhole shaped feature 
made up of stones measuring 
approximately 30x25x25cm and is 
orientated NW-SE. 

Stone wall. D 

431 Cut  
181, 
207, 
432 

0.19m 1.88m 1.72m

NE-SW orientated sub-rectangular 
cut with rounded corners, gradual 
break of slope at the top and the 
base, irregular sides and an 
irregular to flat base. 

Cut of burnt 
feature. D 
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432 Fill 431  0.1m 1.77m 0.33m NE-SW orientated fill consisting of 
hard, light grey fill of large stones. 

Stone fill on top 
of linear. D 

647 Cut   646 0.6m 0.9m 0.7m 
Oval cut. The sides are steep, 
concave and the base is rounded 
concave. 

Re-cut of pit. D 

657 Fill 658   0.13m 0.35m 0.3m Loose greyish brown silty clay with 
no inclusions. 

Possibly related 
to Kiln Cut 191. D 

658 Cut   657 0.13m 0.35m 0.3m 
N-S oriented rectangular cut with 
square corners, concave sides 
and an irregular/uneven base. 

Possibly related 
to Kiln Cut 191. D 

670 Cut   667 0.14m 1.5m 0.9m 
NE-SW oriented linear with 
irregular South side. The base is 
irregular and flat. 

Possibly related 
to Kiln Cut 191. D 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:119:1,3 C119 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:119:2 C119 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:119:4 C119 Flint Medieval Debitage 

E3129:207:1,2,4,5 C207 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:207:3,6 C207 Pottery Medieval Possibly Glazed Sherds 

E3129:207:7 C207 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:245:1-4 C245 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
Kiln B was a keyhole-shaped, stone-lined kiln measuring 2.25m x 1.7m x 0.33m and 
orientated northwest–southeast (Figures 11 and 17, Plates 11 and 12). It was 
situated south of the centre of the site. It was made up of a keyhole-shaped cut, 
C191, with gradually sloping sides that met in a concave base, with a dry-stone wall 
lining C314, a layer of scorched clay indicating in-situ burning (C247) and charcoal-
rich ash (C245). On the base of the cut there was a laid stone surface (C255) on top 
of which were more burnt or charcoal-rich layers (C244, C245, C246, C247,and 
C192). This stone base mainly made up of stones laid on edge rather than flat.  
 
At the mouth of the kiln a shallow curving linear, C149, ran southeast for 0.95m. This 
was the opening into the kiln, while it seems likely that C291, C159 and C670 
represent air-intakes or flues. Cut C303 seems possibly to have been dug down 
beside the kiln, perhaps to repair damage to part of the stonework at one time. 
Certainly its cut seemed to meet the edges of some of the stones used in the lining 
C255. To the northwest of the kiln there was a hearth C431 and, to the south of that, 
another C239, which were probably used in association with the kiln (Plate 13). All of 
these features lay, in part at least, under C119 a stony layer which appears to be the 
remains of the top of the kiln ploughed out and mixed with topsoil. It seems 
reasonable to assume this kiln was being used at the same time as the animal-
powered mill and other kilns on the site and was used for drying grain.  
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Fourteen pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it to the 
medieval period. Five of these pieces were glazed, 7 unglazed and 2 pieces were 
possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
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In this subgroup one piece of flint debitage was found. This is also awaiting specialist 
examination. 
 
 
4.4.3 Subgroup {1007}: Kiln C Possible and Associated Features 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

230 Fill 364  0.05m 1.15m 1.05m

N-S orientated irregular feature of 
hard compaction bright brownish 
red clay with many small sub 
angular stones. 

In situ burning. C/D 

302 Fill 320  0.15m 0.3m 0.24m

Round feature with loose medium 
greyish brown silty soil. Inclusions 
of charcoal flecks, sub angular 
pebbles and sub rounded stones. 
Partially under context 275. 

Fill of probable 
posthole. Middle 
posthole of three 
around a patch 
of red burnt clay. 

C 

319 Fill 321  0.1m 0.18m 0.14m

Round feature filled with loose 
medium greyish brown silty soil 
with flecks of charcoal, sub-
angular pebbles and sub rounded 
stones. 

Most southern of 
3 postholes 
around red clay 
burning. 

C 

320 Cut  302 0.15m 0.3m 0.24m

Round cut, quite sharp break of 
slope at the top with straight 
sloping sides and a gradual break 
of slope at the base. It has a 
tapered, very slightly rounded 
base. 

Cut of probable 
posthole. C 

321 Cut  319 0.1m 0.18m 0.14m

Round cut, quite sharp break of 
slope at the top with slightly 
concave sides and a gradual 
break of slope at the base. 
Tapered slightly rounded base. 

Cut of probable 
posthole. C 

322 Fill 323  0.33m 0.24m 0.24m

Circular very loose quite pale 
greyish brown silty soil though 
slightly more clayish at the bottom. 
It includes flecks of charcoal, and 
many pebbles and stones. 

Fill of a 
posthole. C 

323 Cut  322 0.33m 0.24m 0.24m

Circular cut with sharp angles at 
the top and quite sharp angles at 
the base with vertical sides and a 
slightly rounded concave base. 

Cut of a 
posthole. C 

364 Cut  230 0.05m 1.15m 1.05m

N-S orientated irregular feature 
with rounded corners, gradual 
sloping sides and a very irregular 
base. 

Cut of a feature 
used for 
burning. 

C 

368 Fill 369  0.1m-
0.25m 0.34m 0.19m

NW-SE orientated slightly oval 
feature of loose medium greyish 
brown silt with many charcoal 
flecks and a lot of small sub 
angular stones. 

Fill of posthole. C/D 

369 Cut  368 0.1m-
0.25m 0.34m 0.19m

NW-SE orientated slightly oval 
cut. The sides are vertical and the 
base is flat and slightly concave. 

Cut of a 
posthole. C/D 

382 Fill 398  0.22m 0.25m 0.19m

NE-SW orientated slightly oval 
feature of loose medium greyish 
brown silty soil with inclusions of 
quite small sub angular stones. 

Fill of possible 
posthole. C/D 

398 Cut  382 0.22m 0.25m 0.19m

NE-SW orientated slightly oval 
feature, vertical sides and slightly 
rounded but irregular base due to 
high concentration of stones. 

Cut of probable 
posthole. C/D 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme     Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd                                                                                                                             
 

22

484 Fill 508  0.05m 0.72m 0.59m

E-W orientated oval of medium 
dark brown/grey sandy clay with 
moderate small pieces of charcoal 
and large stones, possibly from 
stone wall beside pit. 

Second fill of pit 
508, does not 
extend over 
whole length of 
pit. 

C 

486 Fill 508  0.21m 1.64m 0.72m

N-S orientated oval of compact 
brown sandy clay with frequent 
small stones and small pieces of 
charcoal. 

Upper fill of pit 
508. C 

508 Cut  

486, 
484, 
512, 
560, 
596 

0.4m 1.84m 0.88m

N-S orientated oval. The E and N 
sides are concave, the W side is 
stepped and the S side is sloping. 
The base is oval and uneven. 

Cut of oval pit 
with a stone line 
across the S 
and W side. 

C 

512 Stone 
layer 508     

Stone lining along W side of pit 
consisting of stones 10-20cm in 
size, then along the base the 
stones are bigger (30-70cm) with 
a flat surface and are adjusted to 
the sloping surface of the S part of 
the pit. 

Stone lining 
alongside pit. D 

560 Fill 508  0.12m 1.64m 0.72m
N-S orientated oval of loose 
yellow sandy silt with no 
inclusions. 

Very soft, loose 
fill of pit 508. C 

596 Fill 508  0.08m 1.64m 0.72m

N-S orientated oval fill of medium 
brown/grey clay sand with 
moderate small flecks of charcoal 
and frequent small stones. 

Bottom fill of pit. D 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:486:1,2 C486 Pottery Medieval Rim Sherds 
E3129:560:1 C560 Chert   
 
Interpretation: 
Kiln C was a sub-oval, part stone-lined possible kiln. It was 1.84m x 0.88m x 0.4m 
and orientated north–south (Figures 14 and 17, Plates 14 and 15). It was situated 
just south of the centre of the site: in grid square 110m E 110m N. The cut of the 
feature, C508, had a fairly sharp break of slope at the top all round except at the 
southwest and southeast where it was more gradual and slightly concave sides. The 
break of slope at the bottom was fairly gradual and the base slightly concave.  
 
It was lined by C512 along most of its base and along its western side which was 
stepped. Under the stone lining was fill C596 a clayey sand which appears to have 
been used to level the base. These stones ranged from 0.74m x 0.27m x 7cm thick to 
0.32m x 0.14m x 6cm thick but were generally smaller but thicker on the western side 
where they lined the edge. Above this stone lining was a soft sterile sandy silt. C560, 
followed by two layers of sandy clay: C484 and C486. Both contained occasional 
flecks of charcoal but none of these fills appeared to be consistent with the scorched 
in situ burning or charcoal-rich fills expected of a kiln. It is possible then that this was 
not a kiln, but instead was a stone-lined pit; however, it is still likely that this possible 
kiln/pit related to the other kilns and animal-powered mill on the site and is connected 
to grain processing in some way, perhaps as a store. 
 
To the north of this possible kiln were five postholes: C323, C320, C321, C369, and 
C398 ranging in size from 0.34m x 0.19m x 0.25m deep (C369) to 0.4m x 0.18m x 
0.1m deep (C321). These postholes were all to the south of C364 which was filled by 
C230, a burnt clay indicative of in situ burning. These features may also have been 
related to the possible kiln although no pattern or structure was discernable.  
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Finds – ceramics: 
Two pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup dating it to the medieval 
period. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this subgroup one piece of chert was found. It is awaiting specialist examination. 
 
4.4.4 Subgroup {1008}: Kiln D 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

351 Cut  352 0.1m approx. 
5m 0.98m

N-S linear with rounded corners, a 
gradual break of slope at the top 
and the base with very gradual 
sides and an irregular base. 

Cut of a shallow 
ditch related to 
kiln 418 runs N-
S. 

B 

352 Fill 351  0.1m approx. 
5m 0.98m

N-S orientated linear, of loose 
yellowish mid brown sandy silt 
with no inclusions. 

Fill of a shallow 
ditch related to 
kiln 418 runs N-
S. 

B 

418 Cut  

425, 
433, 
444, 
445 

0.15m 1.67m 1.34m

N-S orientated oval with rounded 
corners, sharp break of slope at 
the top, not perceptible with 
concave sides and a flat base. 

Cut of oval pit. C 

425 Fill 418  0.15m 1.25m 1.05m
N-S orientated rounded hard 
compact layer of mostly heat 
fractured stones. 

Stone layer. C 

433 Fill 418  0.11m 1.6m 1.3m 
N-S orientated oval of loose light 
brown grey silty clay with 
occasional small rounded pebbles.

Bottom fill, 
possible kiln 
bottom. 

C 

444 Fill 418  0.03m 0.9m 0.5m 
N-S orientated oval of loose dark 
black sandy silt with approx 50% 
charcoal. 

Upper fill of 418, 
possible kiln 
base. 

C 

445 Fill 418  0.04m 0.65m 0.48m
N-S orientated irregular fill of hard 
compaction light brown reddish 
sandy silt. 

Fill of possible 
kiln. Burnt in 
situ. 

C 

 
Finds:  
None 
 
Interpretation: 
Kiln D was a sub-oval kiln made up of cut C418 which contained a stone base C425 
underneath in situ burning deposit C445 and charcoal layer C444. It was similar in 
nature to Kiln B, though it was less intact (Figure 17, Plate 16).  
 
The kiln was situated at the west of the site and was 1.67m x 1.34m x 0.15m and 
orientated north–south. The cut has sharp breaks of slope at the top with concave 
sides and a flat base. The bottom fill of the cut was C433 a loose silty clay which 
appeared to be placed here to level the base of the cut and to make a bed for the 
disturbed stone base C425 which was sealed by burnt layers C445 and C444. 
 
The kiln appears to connect with cut C351 and its fill C352 which run to the north for 
approximately 5m and may be a flue for the kiln. This was cut by C102, a boundary 
ditch, which was considered to be medieval but relatively late in relation to the rest of 
the features on site. It is likely that this kiln was related to the animal-powered mill 
and other kilns on site. 
 
4.4.5 Subgroup {1009}: Kiln E 
Contexts: 
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C Type Fill of Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

584 Cut  
585, 
586, 
591 

0.02-
0.2m 2.66m Appro

x 1m 

NE-SW orientated irregular ovoid 
feature. Gradual sides and an 
irregular flat base. 

Cut of possible 
kiln base. B 

585 Fill 584  0.04-
0.14m 2.66m 0.43-

0.78m

Moderately loose very dark 
brown/black sandy silt with 
occasional stones and 
approximately 80% charcoal. 

Charcoal-rich fill 
of feature. B 

586 Fill 584  0.02-
0.11m 

Approx 
1.7m 

Appro
x 1m 

Moderately compact reddish 
orange silty sand with occasional 
stones. 

Bottom fill of 
C584. B 

591 Fill 584  0.03-
0.18m 2.66m Appro

x 1m 
Loose dark brown grey sandy silt 
with occasional stones. 

Middle fill of 
burning place. B 

 
Finds:  
None 
 
Interpretation: 
Kiln E is situated towards the north of the site. It measured 2.66m x 1m x 0.2m deep 
and was orientated northeast–southwest (Figure 18, Plate 17). The feature was 
made up of cut C584, a layer of burnt clay (C586) indicating in-situ burning, C591, a 
brown grey sandy silt and C585, a charcoal-rich sandy silt. The cut has gradual 
breaks of slope top and bottom all round and gradual sides with an irregular flat base. 
The top fill contained burnt grain and suggests that this feature may be related to the 
animal-powered mill and must have been used for grain processing. For this reason it 
has been interpreted as the base of a ploughed out kiln. 
 
GROUP 4 Discussion: Kilns 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

4 1005 Kiln A Medieval Medieval Kilns 

4 1006 Kiln B Medieval Medieval Kilns 

4 1007 Kiln C Medieval Medieval Kilns 

4 1008 Kiln D Medieval Medieval Kilns 

4 1009 Kiln E Medieval Medieval Kilns 

 
Discussion: 
These kilns give clear evidence of the large-scale near-‘industrial’ amount of cereal 
processing that was carried out at Phoenixtown 2 in the 13th century. Not only was 
grain being dried in kilns as discussed in this group, but it was also being ground into 
flour by grinding the dried grain in the animal-powered mill. This aspect of the site is 
represented by the five kilns described above and the animal-powered mill. Indeed 
these features seem to be the focus of the site.  
 
There are varieties of form of kiln being used on this site. The first was a stone-lined 
L-shaped kiln, the base of which was cut up to 0.5m into the subsoil and was lined 
with stones up to 0.52m x 0.35m x 0.1m thick (Figures 12 and 15, Plates 8–10). 
 
Kilns B, C and D were all roughly oval in shape although they varied in size (Figures 
11 and 14), B being the largest in plan and D the smallest. All were orientated 
roughly north–south. Kiln D had a single flue that ran away to the north (Plate 16) 
whereas Kiln B had a number of possible flues possibly pointing to it having been 
used over a long period of time (Plates 11 and 12). Kiln C had no evident flue (Plates 
14 and 15). Kilns B, C and D also all appeared to have had stone linings. The lining 
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of B and D seems to have been destroyed by ploughing and the stones lay in a 
random fashion. These all appear to be forms of typical medieval grain-drying kilns. 
Kiln B in particular is a fine example, and resembles closely the kiln excavated at 
Tullylish, Co. Down (Barry 1987, 103–4).  
 
Kiln E was quite different. There was no stone lining at all, simply a cut into the 
geology where fire appeared to have been in direct contact with the clay (Plate 17). 
However, it is possible that some stone-built super-structure could have been laid 
around this feature, which has since been ploughed away. The charcoal-rich top fill of 
this feature contained a large amount of burnt grain which is why it is believed this 
feature was a kiln.  
 
4.5 GROUP 5: Animal-powered mill 
 
4.5.1 Subgroup {1010}: Animal-powered mill 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

3 Fill 627  0.1-
0.4m 

Diam 
12.3m. 
Circum 
approx. 
30m. 

2.44-
2.9m 

Circular fill of medium to loose 
grey brown sandy clay with stone 
inclusions. Stones are possibly to 
provide proper footing. 

Outer fill of 
animal powered 
mill. Caused by 
the path of a 
circling animal.  

B 

21 Fill 626  0.06-
0.2m 

Circumfe
rence 
12.62m 

0.86-
1.04m

Circular fill of medium to loose 
dark brown sandy clay with some 
stones. 

Fill of dark inner 
ring. Possible 
collection area 
for flour. 

B 

553 Fill 626  
0.08m
-
0.18m 

1.32m 1.3m 
Circular layer of compact 
yellow/grey sand silt with some 
small stones. 

Redeposit layer 
in 626. B 

554 Fill 555  0.1-
0.22m 

11.1m 
Visible 
circumfer
ence 

0.32-
0.7m 

Circular fill of loose to medium 
compaction dark brown silty sand 
with pockets of large stones. 

Dark brown fill of 
gully cut into c3. B 

555 Cut  554 0.1-
0.22m 

11.1m 
Visible 
circumfer
ence 

0.32-
0.7m 

Circular cut. Vertical sides in 
places, imperceptible break of 
slope at the base and a concave 
base. 

Small circular 
gully cut into 
larger fill of c3. 

B 

582 Fill 626  0.06-
0.12m 

3.04m 
circumfer
ence 

0.78-
0.94m

Circular fill of compact to medium 
compaction brown grey sandy silt 
with small stones. 

Redeposit in 
centre of mill. B 

583 Fill 626  0.1m Unknow
n 0.64m Irregular fill of compact yellow 

brown silty clay with no inclusions.
Redeposit in 
centre of mill. B 

626 Cut  
582, 
553, 
583 

0.1-
0.24m 3.26m 3.1m 

Circular cut with sharp break of 
slope at the top and the base, 
vertical sides and a flat base. 

Centre circular 
cut of the mill. B 

627 Cut  681, 
634, 3 

0.1-
0.4m 

12.3m 
diameter
, approx 
30m 
circumfer
ence. 

2.44-
2.9m 

Circular cut with sharp break of 
slope at the top and sharp to 
medium break of slope at the 
base. Steep sides and a flattish 
base, sloping inwards. 

Large circular 
trench on 
outside of mill. 

B 

634 Fill 627   
7m (See 
comment
s) 

1.3m 

Stone layer both in and below C3. 
In the upper fill of the feature the 
stones are larger but at the base 
they are flat and angular. The 
stones were numerous. Stones 
were more frequent in the S end 
of the mill. 

Stone layer 
possibly to give 
animal grip 
when walking 
through mud. 

B 

681 Fill 627  0.09m 1.5m 1m 
NW-SE orientated oval fill of 
moderate firm greyish dark brown 
silty clay with 40% stones (634). 

Bottom layer of 
mill, cut 627. B 
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Finds:  
Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 

form etc) 
E3129:3:1,2,4,6,7,13, 
16,22-25,30 C3 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:3:3,5,9-12,14,15, 
19,20,26-29,31 C3 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:3:17 C3 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:3:8 C3 Metal Medieval Possible broken buckle 

E3129:3:18 C3 Metal Medieval Iron piece 

E3129:3:21 C3 Clay Medieval Pebble of burnt clay 

E3129:21:1 C21 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:554:1,8 C554 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:554:2,3,7 C554 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:554:5,6 C554 Pottery Medieval Coarse Dark Sherds 

E3129:554:4 C554 Flint  Burnt Flint 

E3129:582:1 582 Stone  Debitage 

E3129:582:2 582 Pottery Medieval Cookware. Unglazed 

E3129:583:1 583 Pottery Medieval Possibly slipped 

E3129:681:1 681 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Unglazed

 
Interpretation: 
The animal-powered mill was situated towards the northern end of the site, on a fairly 
elevated area. It measured c. 12.3m in diameter and was made up of three 
concentric rings, the second of these rings being a ridge of natural (Figures 10 and 
16, Plates 18, 19, 21, 22). The mill had been truncated somewhat during the testing 
phase at the east by a test trench. It was initially thought at clean-back stage that this 
feature was a prehistoric ring-barrow based on its size and shape (Plate 18), but 
upon excavation it quickly became apparent from finds retrieved that it was in fact 
contemporary with the rest of the site. 
 
The outer ring, C627, is believed to be have been caused by the repeated walking of 
animals in a circular path in order to pull or push the mill mechanism to operate a 
centrally placed mill stone. The cut is therefore very irregular with gradual sides and 
an uneven base. As well as its main fill C3, which consisted of churned up soil, C627 
also contained C634,a layer of stones presumed to have been thrown into this 
context to make it easier for an animal to grip and walk during wet periods. This 
context was mainly at the southern side of the feature which is the lowest area and 
therefore presumably the part most liable to get muddy (Plate 20). 
 
Cut into C3 is C555, a shallow curvilinear feature that follows the inner edge of C3, 
next to the circle of natural inside it. It is not clear how this formed, one theory being 
the possible placing of a wheel here to help the animal support the mill boom. The 
central circle C626 was filled by two redeposited natural layers. The redeposited 
layers  C553 and C583 may have silted in to the hollow, C626 when the mill went out 
of use. This inner circular cut may have been cut in order to place the lower stone of 
the mill or some other part of the mill mechanism into the ground. Its circular shape 
suggests that it was probably for the lower mill stone. 
 
It is presumed that this mill was related to the kilns on site and was part of a large 
scale grain processing centre. 
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Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 44 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this group firmly dating it to the 
medieval period, and based on the pottery found preliminarily to a period centred on 
the 13th century. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this group one piece of burnt flint was found as well as one piece of stone 
debitage. A piece of iron and a possible buckle were also found. These also await 
specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 5 Discussion: Animal-powered mill 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

5 1010 Animal-powered mill Medieval Medieval Animal-powered mill 

 
As stated above it was initially thought at clean-back stage that this feature was a 
prehistoric ring-barrow based on its size and shape, but upon excavation it quickly 
became apparent from finds retrieved that it was in fact contemporary with the rest of 
the site. An almost identical feature was excavated at Hammond Lane in Dublin by 
Abi Cryerhall in 2003 (Cryerhall 2006) which was interpreted as a horse-mill, thereby 
strengthening the hypothesis that this example at Phoenixtown 2 is also an animal-
powered mill.  
 
The mill at Hammond Lane was also dated to the 13th century, and measured 15m in 
diameter, making it 3m larger in diameter than that at Phoenixtown (Cyerhally 2006, 
32). Similarly, the central circle measured 3.9m at Hammond Lane, as compared to 
3.2m at Phoenixtown, suggesting that the whole mill was proportionately bigger, with 
a larger millstone requiring a more powerful lever to turn it. It was interpreted as a 
simple mill, with the power of the animals being applied directly to a central millstone, 
rather than there being any elaborate superstructure with gears employed (ibid.). The 
same is true of the mill at Phoenixtown 2 where there is little or no evidence 
suggesting any kind of superstructure. 
 
In terms of location it is interesting that the animal-powered mill at Hammond Lane 
was found at the edge of an urban settlement (Cyerhally 2006, 32). It suggests that 
the mill at Phoenixtown 2 would not be out of place in a similar location, on the edge 
of a settlement. 
 
This animal-powered mill is considered to be contemporary with the kilns on site and 
appears to have been used for large scale grain processing. No evidence for grain 
was found within the fills during excavation. However, during subsequent flotation of 
samples from the mill, a total of 0.8g of charred seed remains was recovered. These 
await analysis, and will hopefully confirm the nature of this feature. 
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4.6 GROUP 6: Well and Associated Features 
 
4.6.1 Subgroup {1011}:  Well and Associated Features 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

234 Fill   0.36m 10m 
0.88m
-
1.10m

NE-SW orientated curvilinear of 
moderate firm grey silty clay with 
gravel inclusions (<5%) 

Fill of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. C 

235 Cut  
234, 
509, 
528 

0.36m 10m 
0.88m
-
1.10m

NE-SW orientated curvilinear 
(curving N-S) with a sharp break 
of slope at the top and a gradual 
break of slope at the base with 
gradual sloping sides and a flat 
base. 

Cut of 
curvilinear ditch 
runs NE-SW 
curves to N-S. 

C 

259 Fill 266  0.2m 7m 1.63m
NE-SW orientated linear of 
moderate firm dark grey silty clay 
with 20% charcoal in the S part. 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. C 

262 Fill 276  0.23m 4m 0.98m N-S orientated linear of moderate 
firm grey clay with 1% stones. 

Top fill of ditch 
runs N-S. C 

263 Fill 276  0.17m 1m 0.3m 
N-S orientated linear with 
moderate firm black silty clay and 
80% charcoal. 

Fill of ditch runs 
N-S. C 

266 Cut  259 0.2m 7m 1.63m

NE-SW orientated linear with 
gradual breaks of slope at the top 
and base, gradual sides. The base 
is cut by C235 but was possibly 
flat. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. C 

267 Fill 276  0.05m 0.8m 0.3m N-S orientated linear of moderate 
firm yellow grey silty clay. 

Lower fill of ditch 
runs N-S. C 

276 Cut  
262, 
263, 
287 

0.3m 6m 1.17m

N-S orientated linear with gradual 
breaks of slope at the top and the 
base with gradual sloping sides 
and a flat base. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs N-S. C 

294 Fill 499  0.18m 0.8m 1.3m 
Circular fill of semi compact black 
charcoal rich soil with small stone 
inclusions. 

Layer of 
charcoal within 
pit. 

C 

296 Fill 297  0.15m 1.7m 0.8m 

N-S orientated sub oval of 
compact black/dark brown 
charcoal rich sandy clay with 
inclusions of  small stones and 
burnt clay. 

Fill of a pit. D 

297 Cut  296 0.15m 1.7m 0.8m 

N-S orientated sub oval cut with 
gradual breaks of slope at the top 
and the base, gradual sloping 
sides and an uneven base. 

Cut of a pit. D 

298 Cut  607 0.12m 7m 0.9m 

N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners. The sides are gradual 
sloping to the E and a sharp slope 
to the W. The base is flat. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs N-S. D 

447 Fill 499  0.4m 1.6m 1.5m Circular fill of semi compact grey 
silty clay with small stones. 

Layer of grey 
clay in pit. D 

499 Cut  

447, 
510, 
511, 
605, 
606 

1.64m 0.5-2.9m 0.6-
2.9m 

Circular cut with a a sharp break 
of slope at the top, almost vertical 
sides to the N and uneven sides to 
the S. The base is uneven. 

Cut of probable 
medieval well. D 

509 Fill 235  0.15m 5m 0.6m E-W orientated linear of moderate 
firm grey clay. 

Bottom layer of 
ditch runs E-W. C 

510 Fill 499  0.5m 3.2m 2.8m 

Circular feature of compact 
brownish sandy clay with many 
stones of different sizes and 
charcoal. 

Fill of possible 
medieval well. D 

511 Stone 
layer 499     Large stones at bottom of possible 

well. 
Possibly fallen in 
steps. D 
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528 Stone 
layer 235  0.2m 1m 0.9m 

E-W orientated linear of stone 
within cut 235 and context number 
234. 

Stone layer in 
the end of ditch 
235 and next to 
well 499. 

C 

593 Fill 594  0.15m 0.5m 0.4m 
E-W orientated sub oval of 
compact dark brown sandy clay 
with small stones and charcoal. 

Fill of possible 
pit. D 

594 Cut  593 0.15m 0.5m 0.4m 

E-W orientated sub-oval with 
gradual breaks of slope at the top 
and the base, concave sides and 
a concave base. 

Cut of possible 
pit. D 

605 Fill 499  0.4m 0.8m 0.8m 
Circular very compact grey silty 
sand fill with charcoal inclusions 
and small stones. 

Fill of well 499. D 

606 Fill 499  0.05m 0.5m 0.4m 
Circular fill of loose brownish 
sandy soil with very small stone 
inclusions. 

Context at very 
bottom of well. D 

607 Fill 298  0.12m 3.5m 0.9m 
N-S orientated linear of compact 
mid brown sandy clay with 
charcoal and small stones. 

Fill of shallow 
ditch runs N-S. D 

612 Cut  510 0.12m 0.38m 0.3m 

Circular feature with a sharp break 
of slope at the top, apart from the 
SW where it is a gradual. Vertical 
sides, gradual break of slope at 
the bottom and a flat base. 

Cut of a small 
pit. D 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 
form etc) 

E3129:234:1,2, 
4,8,10-12 C234 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:234:3, 
9,13-15 C234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:234:5-7 C234 Ceramic Medieval Base Fragments 

E3129:259:1 C259 Pottery Medieval Crude and unglazed 

E3129:294:1 C294 Quartz Medieval Plough Pebble 

E3129:294:2 C294 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Dark 

E3129:298:1 C298 Pottery Medieval Large glazed sherd 

E3129:447:1 C447 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:447:2 C447 Pottery Medieval Thin. Glazed 
E3129:510:1-6,8, 
9,12,13,15,16 C510 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:510:7, 
10,11,14, C510 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:607:1-3 C607 Pottery Medieval Black. Large inclusions 

 
Interpretation: 
Feature C499, which was slightly south of the centre of the site, has been interpreted 
as the cut of a well. Its depth, shape and the fact that once excavated it filled 
naturally with clear water suggests this function, as well as the curving ditch C235 
which appeared to drain it (Figures 7 and 17, Plate 23). The feature had a diameter 
of 2.9m at the top and was 1.64m deep. It had a gradual break of slope at the top all 
round and almost vertical sides to the north, the side at the south was uneven and at 
the southwest was stepped.  
 
The bottom fill, C606, was a sandy silt which appears to have settled there naturally. 
Above this, C511 consisted of a group of large stones and in and above this was 
C605, a silty clay. Above this C510, a sandy clay containing animal bone and pottery, 
was found and above this was C477, a grey sandy clay with C294, a 0.18m-thick 
lens of charcoal.  
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This latter context produced a single plough pebble: a small quartz pebble which 
would have been driven into a pre-drilled hole in the side of a plough to protect the 
ploughs edge. These are easily identifiable from the scratches or striations left along 
one side. In Ireland they are consistently dated to the 13th century, and are found 
only in areas under Anglo-Norman influence (Brady 1988). While common enough, 
these are rarely found in a secure context and this is therefore a rare example; one 
was found at Cookstown, Co Meath from a late-13th-century smithy’s workshop, and 
one from a waste pit associated with a 13/14th-century potter’s yard in Co. Kilkenny 
(Brady forthcoming). The quantity of finds and the charcoal lens within the fills of this 
feature suggest that the well may have been backfilled over time with and used for 
dumping rubbish.  
 
Ditch C235 curved from the well to C198, the drainage ditch to the south of the road, 
terminating in both and so appeared to be contemporary with both. The cut of the 
ditch had a sharp break of slope at the top all along with gradual sides and a gradual 
break of slope at the bottom. The base was flat. This ditch sloped away from the well, 
and seemed to act as a drain or overflow, diverting water into the road-ditch, 
presumably from there it would flow away.  
 
At its western-most end C528, a group of large stones, filled this ditch next to the 
well. It is unclear what the purpose of these stones was; possibly they are a remnant 
of a parapet wall that may once have surrounded the well. The pieces of limestone 
that made up C511 inside the well are similar in size to those that made up C528 in 
the ditch and may originally have been part of that same context but fell into the well 
over time. It is also possible that some of the stones found within the well could have 
been part of a set of steps down into the well. On the west side of the well there are 
two steps cut into the clay sides and these could originally have been built up with 
stone.  
 
Ditch C285 is cut through C259, the fill of ditch C266. It was not possible to find a 
relationship between either C235 or this older ditch and the fills of C499. Another 
ditch, C276, which is 10m to the east of C499, was found to be the oldest ditch in this 
area being cut by both C235 and C266. This ditch was only 6m long and its purpose 
is not clear. 
 
To the southeast of C499 there is a small ditch C298, the fill of which, C607, is cut 
away by small pit C297 which is in turn filled by C296. This fill is then cut by C594 
another small pit filled by C593. The purpose of these small features is not clear 
although it is possible that they are related to the well.  
 
Finds  – ceramics: 
A total of 39 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this group firmly dating it to the 
medieval period. These await specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this group one plough pebble was found. This is a typical 13th-century artefact, 
peculiar to the type of ploughs being used at this time.  
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GROUP 6 Discussion: Well and Associated Features 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

6 1011 Well and associated 
features Medieval Medieval Well and associated 

features 
 
This well was 1.64m deep, cut into the natural drift geology and filled naturally with 
groundwater to a depth of about 0.6m. A ditch that led from this well to the southern 
drainage ditch of the road could have helped to drain the well at times when it would 
otherwise have overflowed.  
 
4.7 GROUP 7: Drainage Pit/trench 
 
4.7.1 Subgroup {1012}: Drainage Pit/trench 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

461 Stone 
layer 700  0.35m 4m 0.75m NE-SW orientated linear layer of 

stones. Layer of stones. D 

700 Cut  700, 
461    Oval cut E-W aligned, base 

concave and oval. 
Cut of possible 
drainage pit. D 

701 Fill 700     
Oval shaped fill in and below 
C461 mid-brown clay silt v little 
charcoal. 

Fill of possible 
drainage pit. D 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
This subgroup was made up of a cut, C700, which was 4m x 0.75m x 0.35m and 
orientated east–west. It had a sharp break of slope at the top and very steep sides 
and a sharp break of slope at the base. The base was concave. It was filled firstly by 
a brown clay silt C701 and then C461, a stone layer. This feature may have acted as 
a stone-covered drain (Plate 24). 
 
GROUP 7 Discussion: Drainage Pit/trench 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

7 1012 Drainage Pit Medieval Medieval Drainage Pit 

 
This pit or trench appears to have been used for drainage. It has been suggested 
that a light structure, possibly a cattle shed, may have once stood above it but if so it 
has left no remains. Although there were no finds within the fill of this pit it is believed 
to be roughly contemporary with the other medieval features on the site. Subgroup 
{2022} (Large Pit E) may well be an extension of this drainage pit. Small Pit D (C292) 
may have been a further extension of this. 
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4.8 GROUP 8: Cess Pit 
 
4.8.1 Subgroup {1013}: Cess Pit 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

358 Fill 651  1.95m 2.64m 1.99m

NE-SW orientated sub circle of 
compact dark grey silty clay 
containing wood, roots, <5% 
charcoal and 5% stones. 

Organic layer in 
possible cess 
pit. 

D 

490 Cut  550 0.45m 7.4m 3.1m 

NE-SW orientated rectangular cut 
with sharp break of slope at the 
top and a gradual break of slope 
at the base, concave sides and a 
flat base. 

Re-cut of 
possible cess 
pit. 

D 

491 Fill 492  0.43m 7.45m 4.12m

NE-SW orientated oval of loose 
grey silty sand with approx. 30% 
stones. It also contained bones 
and pottery. 

Fill with very big 
sub angular 
stones. 

D 

492 Cut  491 1.43m 7.45m 4.12m

NE-SW orientated oval cut with 
gradual break of slope at the top 
and base, concave sides and a 
flat base. 

First re-cut of 
possible cess 
pit. 

D 

527 Fill 604  0.42m 5.4m 0.72m
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
mid grey brown silty sand with no 
inclusions. 

First fill of 604. 
Re-cut of 
possible cess 
pit. 

D 

550 Fill 490  0.45m 7.4m 3.1m 

NE-SW orientated oval of loose 
mid brown silty sand with 
inclusions of stone and containing 
bones and pottery. 

Upper layer of 
possible cess 
pit. 

D 

603 Fill 604  0.68m 5.23m 2.88m

NE-SW orientated oval of semi 
compacted greyish brown sandy 
clay with inclusions of bone and 
stone. 

Second fill of 
604, re-cut of 
possible cess pit 
651. 

D 

604 Cut  603 0.68m 5.23m 2.88m

NE-SW orientated oval with a 
gradual break of slope at the top 
and the base, concave sides and 
a flat base. 

Second re-cut of 
possible cess pit 
651. 

D 

623 Fill 651  0.09m 6.52m 2.84m
NE-SW orientated oval of loose 
brown sandy. It contained some 
iron slag. 

Very loose and 
thin layer under 
491. 

D 

651 Cut  358 0.69m 2.64m 1.44m

NE-SW orientated circular feature 
with sharp break of slope at the 
top and the base, concave sides 
and a flat base. 

Original/main 
cut of possible 
cess pit. 

D 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 
form etc) 

E3129:358:1-3 C358 Wood Medieval Possibly Worked 

E3129:491:1-6,8-13 C491 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:491:7 C491 Ceramic Medieval Roof tile 

E3129:491:14 C491 Flint ?Prehistoric Flint 

E3129:550:1,2,5-7 C550 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:550:3,4,8 C550 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:603:1,3,4,6 C603 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:603:2 C603 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:603:5 C603 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 
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Interpretation: 
The pit consisting cuts C651, C492, C604, and C490 is believed to have been a cess 
pit. It was located towards the southern end of the site and the original cut C651 
measured 2.69m x 1.44m x 1.95m (Figures 7 and 17, Plates 25 and 26). These 
measurements are approximations because this pit was later partly cut away by a 
large shallower but wider pit C492. A later smaller pit, C604, was dug into the fill of 
this C491 and again the fills of C604 (C603 and (C527) were cut away by another re-
cut, C490. A furrow, C428, was also cut through C491 but was cut by C490. In C358, 
the bottom fill of this feature, some wooden pieces had been preserved, and one in 
particular looked to be part of a bucket stave. The fill above it, C623, contained some 
slag fragments.  
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 27 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it 
within the medieval period. Of these, 21 pieces were glazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this group 1 piece of flint was found as well as 3 pieces of possibly worked wood. 
These await specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 8 Discussion: Cess Pit 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

8 1013 Cess Pit Medieval Medieval Cess Pit 

 
This feature was considered to be a cess pit which was re-dug on a number of 
occasions. The pit may have been re-cut more times than seen in the section but 
larger re-cuts would have destroyed all evidence of previous cuts. No evidence for an 
associated structure was found. The fills of this feature were very organic in nature, 
strong smelling and generally waterlogged. 
 
4.9 GROUP 9: L-shaped Foundation 
 
4.9.1 Subgroup {1014}: L-shaped Foundation 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

47 Fill 359  0.37m 

ENE-
WSW 
11m. 
NNW-
SSE 
17.5m 

1.10m

L shaped fill of medium 
compaction dark mottled grey 
brown silty clay with frequent large 
sub-angular stones. 

Possible stone 
foundation of a 
structure. Later 
disturbed by 
various features. 

D 

359 Cut  47 0.37m 

ENE-
WSW 
11m. 
NNW-
SSE 
17.5m 

1.10m

L shaped feature with a gradual 
break of slope at the top and base 
with convex sides to the N and S. 
The base is rounded. 

Cut of possible 
structural 
foundation. 

D 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 
form etc) 

E3129:47:1 C47 Clay Pipe Post-medieval Part of clay pipe 

E3129:47:2,3 C47 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:47:4 C47 Stone Medieval Possible Roof Tile 
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Interpretation: 
This L-shaped foundation cut C359 was filled by C47: sub-angular stones with a silty 
clay between them (Figures 13 and 18, Plates 27 and 28). At the east it measured 
17.5m north–south and at the west 11m running east–west. It was 1.1m wide and 
0.37m deep. The cut had a gradual break of slope at the top and bottom and convex 
sides at the north with concave sides to the south. The base was rounded. This 
feature could be the partial remains of the foundation of a building perhaps with 
timber walls on the remaining sides. 
 
GROUP 9 Discussion: L-shaped Foundation 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

9 1014 L Shaped Foundation Medieval Medieval L Shaped Foundation

 
This foundation appears to have formed the base of a structure. There may well have 
been wooden walls on the remaining sides which have left no trace. A L-shaped 
structure could perhaps have been used to store grain or house animals but it is 
surprising that the stone wall is built to shelter the interior of the structure from the 
south and east when much of the bad weather comes from the north and west. Much 
of the interior and surrounding area of this foundation has been cut away by the 
features making up Subgroup {1017}. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Only two pieces of pottery were found in this L-shaped foundation. Both were glazed. 
A piece of a pipe was also found which may well have been brought into the context 
be the plough furrows running above it. A piece of roof tile was also found. Whether 
this is from a roof of this building is unclear, but if so the roof must have been taken 
down and removed to be used elsewhere as no other pieces remained. 
 
4.10 GROUP 10: Working Area 
 
4.10.1 Subgroup {1015}: Working Area 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

78 Fill    10.20m 6.40m
NE-SW orientated triangular 
shaped stone layer of approx. 
0.10m sized stones 

Stone fill of 
irregular cobbled 
area. 

A/B 

95 Depo
sit   0.04-

0.11m 10m 6m NE-SW orientated irregular loose 
greyish mid-brown silty clay Deposit. A/B 

Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:95:1,2 C95 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:95:3-5 C95 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:95:6 C95 Pottery Medieval Other Base Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
This possible working area consisted of a layer of stones C78 laid directly onto the 
natural clay with a silty clay material, C95, on top. It measured 10.2m x 6.4m but had 
been cut away by boundary ditch C52 to the south and ditches C91 and C175 from 
the west (Plate 29).  
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Finds – ceramics: 
Six pieces of pottery were found within this group, two of which were glazed. All of 
the pieces are medieval and firmly date these features to that period. 
 
GROUP 10  Discussion: Working Area 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

10 1015 Working Area Medieval Medieval Working Area 

 
There were no features to show what this working area may have been used for. It 
has been cut away heavily by several features and may have been considerably 
larger than what remained at the time of excavation. Pits C691, C692 or Kiln A may 
have been related to the area but this could not be shown because of later ditch C52 
destroying any relationships that may have existed. 
 
4.11 GROUP 11: Medieval Deposits and Burnt Pits 
 
4.11.1 Subgroup {1016}: Medieval Deposits  
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

59 Spread   0.7m 17m 12m 

NW-SE orientated spread of 
medium compaction mid brown 
silty clay containing many pieces 
of pottery. 

Medieval ground 
horizon. D 

116 Spread   0.32m 6.5m 4m 
NE-SW orientated sub-circle of 
mid-loose dark grey/black silty 
clay with charcoal inclusions. 

Spread D 

124 Fill   0.20m 1.40m  Redeposit natural layer part of 
context 59. 

Redeposited 
natural layer 
part of 59. 

D 

330 Spread   0.15m 12m 9m 
E-W sub circle medium 
compaction light brownish grey 
silty clay. 

Spread/ground 
horizon covering 
an area with a 
lot of furrows 
and pits. 

D 

Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 
E3129:59:1,2,4,7,8, 
12,14-17,19,22 C59 Pottery Medieval Glazed Pottery 

E3129:59:5,11, C59 Pottery Medieval Possible Glazed Pottery 
E3129:59:6,10, 
13,18,20,21 C59 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Pottery 

E3129:59:3 C59 Pottery Medieval Other Black Sherds 

E3129:116:1,4-7 C116 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:116:2,3 C116 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:124:1-9 C124 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 37 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this sub-group firmly dating 
three of the four deposits to the medieval period (Plate 30). Of these, 23 were glazed, 
11 unglazed, and three pieces were possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist 
examination. 
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Interpretation: 
These three medieval deposits appeared to seal Subgroups {1017} and {1014} by 
filling a natural dip in the geology above them. Deposit C124 was the same as C59. 
The deposits are cut only by furrows. No stratigraphic relationship was recorded 
between these deposits. 
 
4.11.2 Subgroup {1017}: Burnt Pits 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

331 Fill 454  0.1m 4.6m 1.5m 

Medium compaction silty clay, 
dark brown in colour with flecks of 
yellow. Contained charcoal, bones 
and pottery. 

Fill directly 
below spread 
116. 

D 

333 Fill 413  0.17m 3.6m 3.15m
NE-SW sub oval medium 
compaction light grey in colour 
silty clay with medium stones. 

Fill of pit, 
possibly for 
disposal of 
refuse. 

D 

334 Fill 338  0.18m 0.8m 0.7m 

E-W sub oval loose medium very 
dark silty clay with charcoal, burnt 
earth and medium sized sub-
angular stones. 

A pit used for 
burning. D 

335 Fill 338  0.25m 1.5m 1.3m E-W  loose mid grey clay silt with 
charcoal, stones and bone. 

Bottom fill of 
refuse pit. D 

338 Cut  334, 
335 0.25m 1.5m 1.3m 

E-W circular cut with sharp to 
gradual break of slope at the top, 
gradual break of slope at the 
base, concave sides and a 
rounded irregular base. 

A pit used for 
burning. D 

339 Fill 377  0.25m 1.9m 1.5m E-W oval feature with loose 
medium mid grey silty clay. 

A pit used for 
burning filled by 
different 
ash/charcoal/bur
ning layers. 

D 

377 Cut  339 0.25m 1.9m 1.4m 

E-W orientated oval with gradual 
breaks of slope at the top and the 
base, concave sides and an 
uneven base. 

Cut of oval 
feature. C 

396 Fill 397  0.26m 2.93m 2.09m

NE-SW orientated sub oval of 
loose-medium compaction black, 
grey and red mixed silty soil with 
medium sized stones, charcoal 
and bone. 

Fill of burning 
pit. D 

397 Cut  396 0.27m 2.93m 2.09m

NE-SW orientated sub oval with 
gradual breaks of slope at the top 
and the base, concave, irregular 
sides and an irregular rounded 
base. 

Cut of burning 
pit. C 

405 Fill 419  0.12m 1.05m 0.9m 
NW-SE orientated rounded 
feature of loose grey sandy clay 
with some charcoal. 

Fill of shallow 
round feature. D 

408 Fill 413  0.1m 2.4m 2.83m

NE-SW orientated sub oval of 
loose-medium compaction dark 
grey silty clay with charcoal and 
small stones. 

Fill of pit, 
possibly for 
disposal of 
refuse. 

D 

413 Cut  333,4
08 0.23m 3.6m 2.83m

NE-SW orientated feature with 
concave irregular sides and an 
irregular rounded base. 

Cut of possible 
refuse pit. D 

419 Cut  405 0.12m 1.05m 0.9m 
NW-SE orientated rounded 
feature with  concave sides and a 
rounded base. 

Cut of shallow 
round feature. D 

454 Cut  331 0.1m 4.6m 1.5m 
E-W orientated sub circular cut 
with concave sides and a rounded 
irregular base. 

Cut of a shallow 
pit or natural 
depression. 

D 
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462 Fill 463  0.39m 2.1m 2.05m

Sub circular fill of medium 
compaction yellowish brown 
slightly sandy silty clay with 
medium sized sub angular stones 
and some large angular stones. 
Contained large amount of 
pottery. 

Fill of refuse pit. D 

463 Cut  462 0.39m 2.1m 2.05m Sub-circular feature with concave 
sides and an irregular base. 

Cut of a refuse 
pit. D 

535 Fill 536  0.24m 1.12m 1.07m

Sub-circular fill of loose-medium 
compaction brown mottled orange 
sandy silt. Inclusions of frequent 
medium sized sub angular stones.

Top fill of pit. D 

536 Cut  535, 
556 0.34m 1.2m 1.07m

Sub-circular cut with concave 
sides and a rounded irregular 
base. 

Pit with natural 
looking fill and 
many stones. 

D 

556 Fill 536  0.29m 0.96m 0.9m 

Sub circular fill of medium 
compaction yellow mottled brown 
silty clay with frequent sub angular 
medium sized stones. 

Bottom fill of 
feature 
consisting of 
mixed natural. 

D 

566 Fill 567  0.32m 0.8m Unkno
wn 

Half sub-circular medium compact 
brownish yellow silty clay with 
medium sized sub-angular stones.

Layer of 
redeposited 
natural in the 
base and along 
the side of the 
cut. 

D 

567 Cut  566 0.32m 0.8m Unkno
wn 

Half sub-circular cut with concave 
sides and a rounded base. 

Original cut of 
pit, later used for 
burning refuse. 

D 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form 
etc) 

E3129:331:1 C331 Pottery Medieval Dark outside 

E3129:331:2 C331 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Unglazed 

E3129:333:1 C333 Pottery Medieval Black one side 

E3129:462:2,16 C462 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 
E3129:462:1,3-8,10- 
12,15,17,19-22,24-39 C462 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:462:14 C462 Pottery Medieval Possibly Glazed Sherds 

E3129:462:9,13,18,23 C462 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:462:40 C462 Stone  Possible Whet Stone 

E3129:535:1 C535 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Unglazed 

 
Interpretation: 
These nine burnt pits, sealed by Subgroup {1016}, may have been used for rubbish 
disposal/land clearance. Five were sub-circular (C338, C419, C454, C463, and 
C536) and the rest were sub-oval except for C567 which was a semi-circluar shape. 
All of the pits had fairly gradual sloping sides with irregular flat/slightly concave 
bases. They ranged in size from C419 which was 1.05m x 0.9m x 0.12m to C413 
which was 3.6m x 2.83m x 0.23m and were situated at the very southern part of the 
site.  
 
The large amounts of pottery and bone found in these pits combined with many of 
them having been burnt would suggest that they were used as rubbish disposal pits. 
C397 was filled by C396, a silty mix of ash, scorched soil and charcoal which 
contained bone. C454 contained C331, a dark brown silty clay that contained 
quantities of charcoal as well as bone and pottery. C413 contained two layers of silty 
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clays, C333 and C408, the latter contained quantities of charcoal. C338 contained 
C334 and C335, both grey silty clays, the former being darker in colour.  
 
C334 contained burnt soil and charcoal and C335 contained charcoal and bone. 
Similarly, C377 contained C339, another grey silty clay also containing ash, charcoal 
and burnt soil. The final four pits did not show such obvious signs of burning but 
C405 in C419 again contained charcoal and C462 in C463 contained 40 pieces of 
pottery. C536, filled by C535 and C556, had little charcoal and no finds or bones and 
neither did C566 within C567, although both pits were under the spread C116 
covering the rest of the pits and so were roughly contemporary.  
 
C346, C338, C334, and C377 all cut the L-shaped foundation. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 52 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating 4 of 
these features to the medieval period. Of these, 41 were glazed, four unglazed and 
one piece possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Finds – others: 
In this group a possible whetstone was found. This too awaits specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 11  Discussion: Medieval Deposits and Burnt Pits 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

11 1016 Medieval Deposits  Medieval Medieval Medieval Deposits  

11 1017 Burnt Pits Medieval Medieval Medieval Burnt Pits 

 
This group is made up of a number of pits that appear to have been dug to burn 
waste. The waste found in these pits consisted of large amounts of medieval pottery 
and occasional animal bone along with large amounts of charcoal and, in some, the 
scorched clay and soil resulting from in situ burning. The high quantities of pottery, 
including some high quality glazed pieces, and the presence of animal bone would 
suggest that some of this waste was perhaps from a domestic situation. 
 
Evidence for only one possible dwelling was found on this site. The medieval layers 
over the top of these burnt pits, Kiln B and the L-shaped foundation appear to be 
made up of soil deposits left in naturally occurring hollows in the underlying geology. 
These too contained quantities of medieval pottery and bone.  
 
4.12 GROUP 12: Large Pits 
 
4.12.1 Subgroup {1018}: Large Pit A 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

25 Fill 142  0.5m 3.05m 2.3m 
E-W orientated sub-oval firm dark 
brown silty-clay with inclusions of 
charcoal. 

Fill of large pit. B 

142 Cut  

25, 
172, 
173, 
143 

0.95m 3.05m 2.3m 
E-W orientated sub-oval with no 
corners. The base is sub circular 
and irregular/flat. 

Cut of possible 
refuse pit. B 

143 Fill 142  0.8m 2.15m 2m 
E-W orientated sub oval fill made 
up of stones that run through all 
fills. 

Stone fill of pit. B 
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172 Fill 142  0.3m 2m 1.8m 
E-W orientated sub-oval of 
compacted grey clay including 
some stones. 

Middle fill of pit. B 

173 Fill 142  0.15m 1.3m 1.3m 
Sub-circular fill consisting of 
compact yellowish grey clay with 
some stones. 

Basal fill of pit. B 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:25:1-5 C25 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:172:1 C172 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:173:1 C173 Stone   

 
Interpretation: 
This pit was 3.05m long, 2.3m wide and 0.95m deep. It was situated slightly to the 
east of the centre of the site (Figure 18, Plate 31). The cut C142 had a sharp break of 
slope at the top and steep sides, except at the west where it was more gradual. The 
break of slope at the bottom was gradual all round and the base was flat but 
irregular. The bottom fill was C173, a compact yellow grey clay which is probably 
from silting/slippage. The next fill, C172, was a grey clay which contained most of 
C143, a context of large stones that also runs through the other two fills. C25, the top 
fill, was a brown silty clay with occasional charcoal flecks. Large quantities of bone 
were found throughout the fills of this pit including a possible horse skull in C25 and 
another animal skull in C172. This along with all the large stones would suggest that 
the pit, at least at the end of its life, was used for rubbish disposal. Stratigraphically 
the pit is cut through a field boundary C26 which appears to be fairly early within the 
life of the site.   
 
Finds – Ceramics: 
Six pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it within the 
medieval period. All six of these pieces were glazed. The pieces were all different 
sizes and await specialist examination. 
 
4.12.2 Subgroup {1019}: Large Pit B 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

516 Cut  

517, 
518, 
519, 
563 

0.7m 6.1m 2.1m 

N-S orientated cut with rounded 
corners, gradual breaks of slope 
at the top and the base and 
sharp/steep sides. 

Cut of large pit. B/C 

517 Fill 516  0.4m 6.1m 2.1m N-S orientated layer of firm dark 
brown clay silt with no inclusions. 

Upper fill of 
large pit. B/C 

518 Fill 516  0.2m 6.1m 1.7m 
N-S orientated layer of strongly 
compacted light brown grey silty 
clay with no inclusions. 

Third fill of large 
pit. B/C 

519 Fill 516  0.03m 3.6m 2.1m N-S orientated layer of black 
sandy clay charcoal rich soil. 

Charcoal rich 
second fill of 
large pit. 

C 

563 Fill 516  0.05m 3.6m 1.2m 
N-S orientated layer of strongly 
compacted dark brown silty clay 
with no inclusions. 

Sole layer of cut 
516. C 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
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Interpretation: 
The cut of this pit, C516, measured 6.1m in length, 2.1m in width and 0.7m in depth 
and was in the southwest part of the site. It had a gradual break of slope at the top 
and steep sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a concave base. It 
had four fills. The bottom fill, C563, was a dark brown silty clay, the next, C519, was 
a black sandy clay which was very charcoal-rich and contained whole burnt twigs and 
branches. The next two fills C518, a silty clay, and C517, a clay silt, were both fairly 
sterile and difficult to differentiate from the natural subsoil around them. The amount 
of charcoal in C519 could point towards this feature being a charcoal clamp but there 
is no evidence for in-situ burning around it. The feature is cut by C102, a boundary 
ditch that is fairly late within the life of this site. 
 
4.12.3 Subgroup {1020}: Large Pit C 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

189 Fill 190  0.6m 3.5m 2.1m 

NE-SW orientated oval of loose to 
firm dark grey clayish silt with sub 
angular and sub rounded stones 
5-20cm. 

Fill of possible 
Medieval 
storage pit. 

B/C 

190 Cut  189, 
212 0.6m 3.5m 2.1m NE-SW orientated oval cut with an 

irregular base. 

Cut of possible 
medieval 
storage pit. 

B/C 

212 Fill 190  0.25m 0.95m 0.75m NE-SW orientated oval 
concentration of stones. 

Concentration of 
stones in the NE 
end of feature 
190. 

B/C 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form 
etc) 

E3129:189:1,5-8 C189 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:189:2-4 C189 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
Large pit C was 3.5m long, 2.1m wide and 0.6m deep and was fairly central in the 
site close to Large Pit A (Plate 32). The cut C190 had a sharp break of slope at the 
top all around and steep sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and an 
irregular base. It had two fills the main one being C189, a dark grey clay silt 
containing a number of stones. These stones became much more concentrated in 
the northeast corner and so were given another context number C212. This pit was 
cut by C102 which was a field boundary that is later stratigraphically than the pit 
(Plate 33). The purpose of this pit is unclear. It contained eight pieces of pottery but 
no bone or other waste materials, there is no sign of burning and therefore it may 
have been used for storage. Its proximity to C142, Large Pit A, and the fact both 
these pits contained large amounts of stones suggest that like C142 it could have 
been for waste. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Eight pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it to the 
medieval period. Five of these pieces were glazed and three unglazed. The pieces 
await specialist examination. 
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4.12.4 Subgroup {1021}: Large Pit D 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

12 Fill 84  0.32m 2.47m 2.25m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular 
loose to firm mid brown silty clay 
with occasional charcoal 
inclusions. 

Fill of large pit. A 

48 Fill 84  0.06m 0.52m 0.3m 

N-S orientated irregular feature of 
loose-firm black and orange silt 
clay with <80% charcoal and 5-
10% burnt clay. 

Fill of a large pit. A 

84 Cut  12, 48 0.32m 2.47m 2.25m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular 
cut with rounded corners, gentle 
break of slope at top and bottom, 
gradual sides and flat base. 

Cut of pit. A 

176 Fill 210  0.5m 2.35m 2.15m

E-W orientated sub rectangular 
feature of loose grey brown silty 
clay with <25% charcoal and 
occasional medium sized stones. 

Fill of pit. A 

188 Fill 210  0.07m 1.4m 1.02m

N-S orientated irregular fill of 
moderately compact mottled 
yellow brown sandy clay with 
<10% charcoal. 

Lower fill of pit. A 

210 Cut  188, 
176 0.5m 2.35m 2.15m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular 
feature with rounded corners. The 
E sides are gradual while the W 
sides are sharp. The base is 
irregular. 

Cut of a large 
pit. A 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:12:1,3 C12 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:12:2 C12 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
Large Pit D is actually two pits that were situated towards the north of the site. The 
original pit C84 measured 2.47m x 2.25m x 0.32m deep and was orientated east–
west. It had a flat base. It was mainly filled by C12, a brown silt clay which contained 
C48, a black and orange silt clay lens made up of up to 80% charcoal and 10% burnt 
soil. The second pit C210 cut away the end of this pit to the east. The cut had a 
gradual break of slope at the top at the east but sharp to the west with gradual sides 
at the east but steeper to the west and a sharp break of slope at the bottom all round. 
The base was irregular. It was filled by C176, a grey brown silty clay with a high 
quantity of charcoal, and under this C188, a yellow brown sandy clay with less than 
10% charcoal. Both of these pits were cut away by [C67], which was one of the latest 
in a succession of possible field boundaries, and pit C220. The burning and 
quantities of charcoal in these pits suggest that they were used for waste disposal or 
some stage in cereal production involving fire. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Three pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it within 
the medieval period. One piece was glazed and two unglazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
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4.12.5 Subgroup {1022}: Large Pit E 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

178 Cut  179 1.1m 9m 2.2m 
N-S orientated irregular feature 
with gradually sloping sides and 
an irregular base. 

Cut of irregular 
pit runs N-S. D 

179 Fill 178  Max 
0.37m  1.58m

E-W orientated rectangle of soft 
dark grey sandy silt with a grey 
hue. Inclusions of occasional 
charcoal and frequent stones. 

This is part of 
the feature with 
many stones 
and roots. 

D 

370 Cut  371 0.45m 1.8m 0.85m
N-S orientated sub-circular feature 
with rounded corners, concave 
sides and a round base. 

Cut of feature 
inside ditch. D 

371 Fill 370  0.45m 1.8m 0.85m
N-S orientated soft dark brown 
grey sandy silt with 40% small 
stones. 

Fill of pit inside 
ditch. D 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:179:1,4 C179 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:179:2,3,5 C179 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:371:1,3 C371 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:371:2 C371 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
Like large pit D, Large Pit E was made up of two cuts, the first and largest, C178 was 
9m x 2.2m x 1.1m and was orientated north–south. The cut is very irregular with 
irregular sides and an irregular base. It was filled by C179, a soft dark grey sandy silt. 
Into the bottom of this pit, before it was backfilled, was cut C370 which was 1.8m x 
0.85m x 0.45m and filled by C371, a soft dark brown grey sandy silt. The cut had a 
sharp break of slope at the top all round and concave sides with a gradual break of 
slope at the bottom and a rounded base. These two pits were situated in the 
southwest part of the site. They were located close to Subgroup {1012}. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Eight pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating it to the 
medieval period. Five pieces were glazed and three unglazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 12  Discussion: Large Pits 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

12 1018 Large Pit A  Medieval Medieval Large Pit 

12 1019 Large Pit B Medieval Medieval Large Pit 

12 1020 Large Pit C Medieval Medieval Large Pit 

12 1021 Large Pit D Medieval Medieval Large Pit 

12 1022 Large Pit E Medieval Medieval Large Pit 

 
Pits A Subgroup {1018} and C Subgroup {1020} were fairly close together and may 
have been related. Pit A certainly seems to have been used for rubbish disposal as it 
contained large amounts of bone and medieval pottery. Pit C contained three pieces 
of medieval pottery but no bone and could have also been used for waste disposal. 
Again the waste found within these pits, especially Pit A could point towards 
domestic waste with high amounts of animal bone, including two skulls, and a 
quantity of good quality medieval pottery.  
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The top fills of Large Pit B, Subgroup {1019}, were completely sterile and difficult to 
differentiate from the surrounding geology which may suggest that they were 
backfilled purposefully. The charcoal-rich fill underneath contained large quantities of 
charcoal including twigs and branches. It was suggested that the feature may have 
been a charcoal clamp but this seems unlikely due to a lack of in-situ burning around 
it. It is possible that the charcoal could be waste from one or more of the kilns on site.  
 
Pit D, which was made up of two pits, could have been for disposal of waste from 
grain processing as it contained relatively little pottery and only one context 
contained any bone. 
 
Large Pit E contained nothing to suggest function, but may have consisted of some 
form of waste pit.  
 
4.13 GROUP 13: Other Large Pits 
 
4.13.1 Subgroup {1023}: Other Large Pits 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

69 Fill 354  0.10-
0.20m 3.20m 3m Circular layer of large and small 

stones Fill of pit. D 

79 Fill 80  0.30m 1.5m 1.35m

NE-SW orientated sub-rectangular 
feature of moderately compact 
dark grey silty clay with less than 
30% charcoal inclusions 

Fill of pit. B 

80 Cut  79, 81 0.30m 1.5m 1.35m

NE-SW orientated cut with 
rounded corners, moderately 
steep sides and irregular shape of 
base 

Cut of pit. B 

81 Fill 80  0.05m 4.5m 0.65m

E-W orientated irregular fill of 
loose black silty clay rich in 
charcoal <80%, with <5% 
inclusions of burnt clay. 

Fill of pit. B 

180 Fill 648  0.38m 3.1m 1.4m 
NE-SW orientated linear of 
moderate firm brown silty soil with 
inclusions of charcoal. 

Fill of pit. D/E 

184 Fill 311  0.3m 4.5m 1.6m 
E-W orientated irregular feature of 
soft greyish brown clay with some 
charcoal. 

Fill of irregular 
cut. B 

185 Fill 312  0.2m 2.9m 2m 

E-W orientated irregular feature of 
soft mid greyish brown silty clay 
with frequent small stones (30%) 
and 2% charcoal. 

Fill of irregular 
cut. B 

219 Fill 220  
Appro
x. 
0.14m 

Approx. 
5m 

Appro
x 
2.1m 

E-W orientated irregular feature of 
moderately compact mid brown 
silty clay with 30-35% large 
stones.

Fill of large 
shallow pit. B 

220 Cut  219 
Appro
x. 
0.14m 

Approx. 
5m 

Appro
x 
2.1m 

E-W orientated irregular feature. 
The sides to the NE side are 
gradual but are fairly steep to the 
SW side, the base is irregular. 

Cut of large 
shallow pit. B 

225 Fill 260  
0.07m
-
0.28m 

2.4m 1.46m

N-S orientated triangular feature 
of medium compaction dark grey 
silty clay with a 50% large 
rounded stones. 

Fill of triangular 
pit, C 

226 Fill 228  
0.04m
-
0.28m 

2.01m Unkno
wn 

Irregular circle of medium 
compaction grey silty clay with 5% 
flat stones. 

Fill of pit. C 

228 Cut  226 
0.04m
-
0.28m 

2.01m Unkno
wn 

Irregular circular feature with 
steep sides to the E and a 
concave base. 

Cut of irregular 
base. C 
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260 Cut  225 
0.07m
-
0.28m 

2.4m 1.46m
N-S orientated triangular feature 
steep sides and a flat, slightly 
concave base. 

Cut of triangular 
pit. C 

290 Fill 311  0.1m 2m 0.95m

NW-SE orientated curvilinear of 
soft mid greyish brown silty clay 
with 30% small stones and 2% 
charcoal. 

Fill of cut 311 
runs NW-SE. B 

305 Fill 645  0.08m 2.3m 0.85m
E-W orientated sub rectangular 
feature with loose black charcoal 
soil and a few pebbles 

Charcoal layer 
probably caused 
by burning 
refuse, contains 
burnt bone. 

E 

311 Cut  184,2
90 0.1m 1.5m 2m 

NW-SE sub circular feature with 
rounded corners concave sides 
with an uneven base. 

Cut of Sub-
circular shallow 
pit. 

B 

312 Cut  184,1
85 0.23m 2.9m 1.5m 

E-W orientated sub-circular cut 
with rounded corners. It has 
gradual sides and an uneven 
base.

Cut of Sub-
circular shallow 
pit. 

B 

353 Fill 354  0.4m 3.4m 3.2m 
Circular feature of semi 
compacted dark brown sandy 
clay, with inclusions of charcoal 
and small stones.

Fill of a large pit. D 

354 Cut  353 0.4m 3.4m 3.2m Circular cut with gradually sloping 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a large 
pit. D 

559 Fill 579  0.27m 1.73m 1.73m
Circular fill of loose greyish silty 
sand with iron coloured spots. 
Frequent stones in iron rich soil 
with a few flecks of charcoal.

Iron rich fill of 
possible refuse 
pit. 

D 

568 Fill 579  0.25m 1m 
approx. 1m 

Circular fill of fairly compact dark 
grey brown clay/grit with frequent 
gaps in soil and frequent stones. 

Second layer of 
fill. D 

576 Fill 579  0.05m 0.32m Unkno
wn 

Circular fill of fairly loose yellow-
brown-orange sandy silt. 

Redeposit layer 
of natural in pit. 
Same as 577 

D 

577 Fill 579  0.07m Unknow
n 0.28m Fill of fairly loose yellow-brown-

orange sandy silt. 
Redeposit layer 
of natural in pit. 
Same as 576 

D 

578 Fill 579  0.35m 0.9m 0.9m 
Circular fill of compact grey clay 
with frequent stones up to 40-
50cm across. 

Bottom clay fill 
of a pit. D 

579 Cut  

559, 
568, 
576, 
577, 
578 

0.7m 1.7m 1.7m 

Circular cut with rounded corners. 
The sides are gently sloping at the 
top and straight in the lower part. 
The base is circular, concave. 

Cut of possible 
refuse pit. D 

620 Fill 621  0.13m 3.5m 1.7m 

NE-SW orientated sub oval of 
medium loose black-dark brown 
silty soil with medium sized sub 
angular stones, burnt stones and 
charcoal. 

Top fill of fire pit. E 

621 Cut  
620, 
638, 
678 

0.2m 3.5m 1.7m 

NE-SW orientated sub oval cut 
with gradual break of slope at the 
top and the base, concave sides 
and a rounded base. 

Cut of a fire pit. E 

638 Fill 621  0.1-
0.3m 

Max 
2.3m 

Max 
1m 

NE-SW orientated irregular fill of 
loose red orange, partially mixed 
with black, silty clay with 3 pieces 
of heat shattered stone. 

Lens of burnt 
soil in a fire pit. E 

644 Fill 645  0.25m 2.4m 1.2m 

E-W orientated sub rectangular 
feature with a fill of stiff/compact 
yellow banded to light brown 
clayish silt with clay inclusions, 
flecks of charcoal and occasional 
stones. 

Top fill of kiln. E 
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645 Cut  

663, 
662, 
668, 
661, 
660, 
649, 
305, 
649, 

0.35m 2.25m 0.85m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular 
cut with  rounded/partially 
imperceptible corners. The sides 
are concave, smooth and the base 
is rounded concave. 

Cut of large pit. E 

648 Cut  180 0.38m 3.1m 1.4m 

NE-SW orientated linear. The 
sides are sharp in the NE end and 
gradual throughout the rest and 
the base is flat, linear. 

Cut of pit,  D/E 

649 Stone 
base. 645  0.04m 0.45m 0.35m Sub-circular fill of flat stones. Possible layer 

for burning on. E 

660 Fill 645  0.08m 2.3m 0.85m

E-W orientated sub rectangular fill 
of firm compact yellow blackish 
dark red clay silt with burnt clay 
and flecks of charcoal. 

Fill in possible 
kiln. E 

661 Fill 645  0.05m 2.3m 0.85m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular fill 
of loose black charcoal with 
infrequent fragments of burnt 
stone. 

Charcoal layer 
in possible kiln. E 

662 Fill 645  0.08m 2.3m 0.85m

E-W orientated sub-rectangular of 
firm compact yellowish blackish 
bright red clay silt with burnt clay 
and flecks of charcoal. 

Fill in possible 
kiln. E 

663 Fill 645  0.05m 1.35m 0.65m E-W orientated sub rectangle of 
loose black charcoal silt. 

Charcoal fill in 
possible kiln. E 

668 Stone 
base. 645  0.04m 0.55m 0.35m

E-W orientated irregular stone 
layer, consisting of flat stone 
which is common in the natural 
surroundings. 

Possible layer 
for burning on. E 

678 Fill 621  0.08m 3.5m 1.2m 
NE-SW orientated sub-oval fill of 
medium-loose compaction black 
silty burnt soil and charcoal. 

Charcoal rich fill 
of a fire pit. E 

682 Fill 683  0.2-
0.3m 2.08m 1.34m

N-S orientated oval of medium 
loose light brown grey silty clay 
with small rounded stones and 
charcoal. 

Light fill of pit 
under mill. B 

683 Cut  682 0.2-
0.3m 2.08m 1.34m

N-S orientated oval cut with no 
corners, steep sides and a flattish 
base. 

Medium sized 
pit with a sharp 
cut. 

B 

691 Cut  
693, 
694, 
695 

0.48m 1.2m 0.12m
Linear cut by ditch 52 with gradual 
break of slope at the top and the 
base, and gradual sides. 

Cut by ditch 52. B 

692 Cut  696, 
697 0.25m 1.56m 1m 

Possibly linear or rounded feature 
cut by ditch C52 and pit C691. 
The sides are gradual. 

Cut of possible 
pit, truncated by 
ditch 52. 

B 

693 Fill 691  

0.14m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

1.2m 

0.07m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

Moderate compaction yellowish 
light brown clay silt. 

Top fill of feature 
691 which was 
truncated by 
ditch 52 runs E-
W 

B 

694 Fill 691  

0.09m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

1.2m 

0.05m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

Possibly linear of moderately firm 
yellowish silty clay. 

Secondary fill of 
feature 691 
which was 
truncated by 
ditch 52.  

B 

695 Fill 691  

0.13m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

1.2m 

0.11m 
(Cut 
by 
ditch) 

Fairly loose black grey sandy silt 
with charcoal inclusions. 

Middle/bottom 
fill of feature 
691. 

B 

696 Fill 692  

0.3m 
(cut 
by 
ditch) 

1.56m 

0.7m 
(cut 
by 
ditch) 

Moderate compaction yellowish 
mid brown clay silt. 

Top fill of feature 
691 which was 
truncated by 
ditch 52. 

B 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme     Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd                                                                                                                             
 

46

697 Fill 692  

0.23m 
(cut 
by 
ditch) 

1.56m 

0.2m 
(cut 
by 
ditch) 

Loose black grey sandy silt with 
charcoal and big stone inclusions.

Basal fill of 
feature 691, 
truncated by 
ditch 52 runs E-
W 

B 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:79:1 C79 Pottery Medieval Possible Glazed Sherds 

E3129:79:3,4,6 C79 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:79:2 C79 Flint ?Prehistoric Possibly Polished 

E3129:79:5 C79 Flint ?Prehistoric Waste Flake 

E3129:81:3,5,6 C81 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:81:2,4 C81 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:81:1 C81 Pottery Medieval  

E3129:180:1 C180 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:180:2 C180 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:184:1 C184 Pottery Medieval Possibly Slipped. 

E3129:226:1 C226 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:353:1-3 C353 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:559:1 C559 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Glazed 

E3129:559:2 C559 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:568:1,3,4 C568 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:568:2 C568 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:578:1 C578 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:620:1,3 C620 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:620:2,4 C620 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:682:1 C682 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Glazed. 

 
 
Interpretation: 
There were 14 other large pits on site.  
 
C354 was dug to the west of the centre of the site and measured 3.4m x 3.2m x 0.4m 
and was roughly circular. It had a gradual break of slope at the top all round with 
gradual sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom with a flat base. It contained 
two fills: C353, a dark brown sandy clay and C69, a group of stones that were spread 
through C353. Three pieces of medieval pottery came from this pit, all from C353. It 
is unclear what the purpose of this feature was. 
 
Pit C80, filled with C79, which was a dark grey charcoal rich silty clay, and C81 was 
1.5m x 1.35m x 0.3m. It had a sharp break of slope at the top all round and fairly 
steep sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and an irregular base. 
Medieval pottery and flint were found in the fill and it would appear it has been used 
to burn waste. This pit is at the northern end of the site and was cut into C66, the fill 
of a field boundary ditch, and C219, the fill of another pit. On the site to the north of 
Phoenixtown 2, Phoenixtown 3A (A029/012), a medieval ditch ran parallel to the field 
boundaries this pit was cut into and this ditch also had burnt pits cut into the top of it. 
This may relate to this agricultural area being maintained by burning of scrub in the 
surrounding ditches, or waste being burnt at the side of the field. 
 
Pit C648 was situated in the southwest corner of the site (in grid square 90m E 100m 
N) and was a sub-rectangular shape, 3.1m x 1.4m x 0.38m, filled by C180, a brown 
silt made up of 30% large stones with occasional charcoal. The fill of the pit 
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contained slag and bone. As there was no sign of intensive burning to suggest metal 
working it may have been a rubbish pit.  
 
Cut C311 was a wide sub-circular shallow pit 2m x 1.5m x 0.1m and was slightly 
north of the centre of the site (in grid square 90m E 150m N). The cut had a gradual 
break of slope at the top with concave sides and a gradual break of slope at the 
bottom with an uneven base. Its bottom fill was C290, a grey brown silty clay and top 
fill C184, a grey brown clay. The only find, a piece of medieval pottery, came from 
C184. The function of this pit is unclear. 
 
Cut C312 was another wide shallow pit similar to C311, it was 2.9m x 1.5m x 0.23m 
and was situated just to the west of [C311]. This too had a gradual break of slope at 
the top with concave sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom with an 
uneven base and also C184 was the top fill. The bottom fill was C185, a grey brown 
silty clay. Again the function of this shallow pit is unclear, it seems very likely that it is 
related to C311.  
 
Pit C220 was another large shallow pit. The pit measured 5m x 2.1m x 0.14m and 
was situated at the north of the site. It was filled by C219 a mid brown silty clay made 
up of 30–35% stones. The base was irregular. This pit cut C176, Large Pit D, as well 
as C13 and C66, both fills of boundary ditches, and was cut by C80. This makes the 
pit quite late stratigraphically on the site. 
 
Cut C26] was a large sub-triangular pit measuring 2.4m x 1.46m x 0.28m which was 
orientated roughly north–south. It was at the western side of the site and was almost 
touching pit C228 to the west. The cut of the pit had a sharp break of slope at the top 
with steep sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom. The base was fairly flat. 
It was filled by C225, a dark grey silty clay which contained a number of large stones 
and a small amount of burnt bone. This suggests the pit was used for waste disposal. 
 
Directly to the west of C260, C228 measured 2.01m x 1.94m x 0.28m. It was sub-
rectangular and filled by C226, a compact grey silty clay containing a small number 
of large stones and a single piece of medieval pottery. The cut had a gradual break 
of slope all round at the top and gradual sides that were steepest to the east. The 
break of slope at the bottom was imperceptible and the base was concave. There 
was little to suggest a reason for this pit although its proximity to C260 suggests it 
could have been used for waste disposal. 
 
Sub-rectangular pit C645 measured 2.25m x 0.85m x 0.35m, was orientated east–
west and was situated at the very south of the site. The cut had a gradual break of 
slope at the top although it was sharper to the west and southwest with concave 
smooth sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom all round. The base was 
concave. The pit contained eight fills. The bottom fill, C663, was a charcoal-rich silt 
that contained some bone and above this C662 was a clay silt containing bands of 
charcoal, burnt soil and redeposited yellow clay, all of which was under C668 a small 
layer of stones in the centre of the feature. Above this was C661, a rich charcoal 
layer followed by C660, a mixed burnt layer similar to C662 and above that another 
small stone layer C649. The second from top layer was C305, another charcoal-rich 
layer, and the top layer C644, a mottled yellow and brown clay silt. The repeated 
burning layers within this pit along with large stones and animal bone suggest that it 
was used for disposing of waste. It may well be related to the burnt pits Subgroup 
{4.11.2} under medieval deposits Subgroup {4.11.1}. 
 
Sub-rectangular pit C579 was situated at the very east of the site and measured 
1.7m x 1.7m x 0.7m (Figure 18). The pit had sloping sides at the top which turned 
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vertical halfway down. The break of slope at the bottom was fairly sharp all round and 
the base was concave. The pit contained five fills. The bottom fill C578 was a grey 
clay which contained animal teeth and above that C576 and C577 were identical but 
unconnected brown orange sandy silts that can be considered to be the same 
material. Above this dark grey clay grit C568 contained animal bone and teeth and 
above that grey silty sand C559 contained medieval pottery.; because of the bone 
and pottery in this pit it is considered to be a rubbish pit. It is not connected 
stratigraphically with any other feature on site. 
 
Sub-oval cut C621 was c. 1m northwest of C645 and measured 3.5m x 1.7m x 0.2m 
and was orientated northeast–southwest. The cut had a gradual break of slope at the 
top and concave sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a concave 
base. It had three fills, the primary fill C678 was a layer of charcoal-rich silt, on top of 
this C638 was a very small area of burnt soil indicating in situ burning. The top fill 
C620 was a dark brown nearly black silt rich with charcoal that contained animal 
bones. Again the bone and burning within this pit would suggest that it had been 
used for rubbish disposal.  
 
Sub-oval pit cut C683 was found under the animal-powered mill and measured 
2.08m x 1.34m x 0.3m. It was orientated north–south and was filled solely by C682 a 
light brown grey silty clay. The cut had a sharp break of slope at the top and steep 
sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a flat base. The only thing 
found in this pit was a piece of medieval pottery. It is difficult to say what its purpose 
was especially as it has been heavily truncated by the animal-powered mill. 
 
Pit C692 was cut away by C691 to the east and both of these pits were very heavily 
truncated by C52, a large field boundary, so their full dimensions are unknown. C691 
had a sharp break of slope at the top with steep sides and a gradual break of slope at 
the bottom going into a concave base. C692 had a more gradual break of slope at 
the top and more gradually sloping sides. The base was cut away. The later pit, 
C691, was at least 1.2m running east–west and 0.48m deep but only 0.12m of it 
remained running north–south. This pit had three fills: C695, a charcoal-rich black 
grey silty clay, above this, C694, a yellow silty clay and at the top C693, a yellow light 
brown silty clay. As there were no finds and the pit was so badly cut away it is difficult 
to say what this pit was used for although the burning may suggest that like many 
other pits on the site its purpose was for waste disposal. The earlier pit C692 was 
also heavily truncated. It was at least 1.56m x 1m x 0.25m and had two fills, a black 
grey sandy silt containing charcoal, C697, at the bottom and above it, C696, a yellow 
mid-brown clay silt. Again there were no finds in this feature. It may well have been 
another refuse pit.  
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 29 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this group firmly dating at least 
8 features to the medieval period. Of these, 15 pieces was glazed, 11 unglazed and 
three possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Other Finds 
Two pieces of flint were found. One was considered to be a waste flake and the other 
appeared polished. These pieces will be examined by a specialist. 
 
GROUP 13  Discussion: Other Large Pits 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

13 1023 1023 Other Large Pits Medieval Medieval Other Large Pits 
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Of the 14 pits within this group seven are considered to be waste pits. The obvious 
source of the waste deposited in these pits would be the by-products from the grain 
processing that was being carried out on the site. This would have created organic 
waste, charcoal from the kilns, animal-husbandry-related waste as well as a certain 
amount of domestic waste created by the people working and presumably living here. 
 
Of those remaining pits, six contained too little material to be able to tell their purpose 
and two (C691 and C692) were too truncated to draw any conclusion about their 
purpose. These other pits show no signs of in situ burning, none contain large 
quantities of pottery, bone, charcoal or metal working waste and none contain high 
quantities of large stones to suggest clearing of stones from fields.   
 
4.14 GROUP 14: Small Pits 
 
4.14.1 Subgroup {1024}: Small Pits Area A 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

57 Fill 61  0.04-
0.16m 1.75m 1m 

N-S orientated oval feature of firm 
dark brown clay approximately 
75% stones. 

Fill of shallow 
pit. A 

60 Fill 72  0.22m 0.58m 0.5m 
N-S orientated circular feature of 
firm brownish yellow sandy clay 
with some stones. 

Fill of possible 
pit. A 

61 Cut  57 0.16m 1.75m 1m 
N-S orientated oval with no 
corners,  with concave sides and a 
concave base. 

Cut of possible 
pit. A 

68 Fill 92  0.20m 0.73m 0.75m
N-S orientated sub-oval feature of 
firm mid brownish sandy clay with 
big stone inclusions 

Fill of possible 
pit. A 

72 Cut  60 0.22m 0.58m 0.50m

Circular cut with convex sides and 
concave base, with sharp break of 
slope-top and gradual break of 
slope-base 

Cut of possible 
pit. A 

75 Fill 93  0.25m 0.92m 0.55m N-S orientated oval feature of 
compact brownish sandy clay 

Fill of possible 
pit. A 

92 Cut  68 0.20m 0.73m 0.75m
N-S orientated sub-oval cut with 
stepped sides at N and concave 
sides at S and an irregular base 

Cut of pit. A 

93 Cut  75, 
105 0.25m 0.92m 0.55m

N-S orientated oval cut with 
stepped to concave sides and flat 
base 

Cut of pit. A 

105 Fill 93  0.25m 0.92m 0.55m N-S orientated oval fill of compact 
black charcoal Fill of pit. A 

170 Cut  171 0.3m 1.2m 0.29m

E-W orientated oval with no 
corners, gradual breaks of slope 
at the top and the base, concave 
sides and a concave base. 

Cut of pit. A 

171 Fill 170  0.3m 1.2m 0.29m
E-W orientated oval of loose light 
brown yellow sandy silt with 1% 
charcoal. 

Fill of pit.  A 

 
Finds: N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
In Area A there were five small pits. It is noticeable that none of the pits north of the 
group of field boundaries running east–west across the site that included C64 and 
C13 contained significant quantities of charcoal, bone or any finds. The earlier 
boundaries may well have existed at the same time as the grain processing and may 
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have signified the extent of this area. The only features north of this point, apart from 
these few small pits, are Subgroup {4.14.21} and several plough furrows. 
 
The cut of the first C61 was sub-oval and measured 1.75m x 1m x 0.16m, it was 
orientated north–south. The cut had a gradual break of slope at the top and concave 
sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a concave base. The fill, C57, 
was made up of 75% stones with a dark brown clay between them. There were no 
finds and the purpose of this pit is unclear. 
 
Sub-circular cut C72 measured 0.58m x 0.5m x 0.22m and was orientated 
northtsouth. The cut had a sharp break of slope at the top all round and convex sides 
with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a concave base. It was filled by a 
sterile yellow brown sandy clay with occasional stones (C60). There were no finds 
and the purpose of this pit is unclear. 
 
Sub-oval cut C92 measured 0.75m x 0.73m x 0.2m. The break of slope at the top 
was gradual and its sides were concave at the south side and stepped at the north. 
The break of slope at the bottom was imperceptible and the base was concave. It 
was filled by C68, a firm brown yellow sandy clay with no inclusions. There were no 
finds and again the purpose of this pit is unclear. 
 
Oval pit C93 measured 0.92m x 0.55m x 0.25m and was orientated north–south. It 
was situated at the north of the site. The cut had a gradual break of slope at the top 
with concave sides to the south and stepped to the north. The break of slope at the 
bottom was imperceptible and the base was flat. The bottom fill C105, a compact 
black charcoal-rich silt and the top fill C75 was a compact brown sandy clay. There 
were no finds in this pit and its purpose is unclear. 
 
Cut C170 was a sub-oval shaped pit measuring 1.2m x 0.6m x 0.3m and was 
orientated north–south. It was at the north of the site. It had a gradual break of slope 
at the top with concave sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom. The base 
was concave. The cut was filled by C171 a light brown yellow sandy silt with 
occasional charcoal flecks. There were no finds and the purpose of this pit is 
unknown. 
 
4.14.2 Subgroup {1025}: Small Pits Area B 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

20 Fill 85  0.2m 0.45m 0.49m Round moderately firm dark 
brown/black sandy silt. 

Small pit of 
burning, 
purpose 
unknown. 

B 

22 Fill 49  0.06m 1m 0.8m N-S orientated sub-oval loose 
black sandy clay, mostly charcoal.

Small charcoal-
rich pit. Purpose 
unknown. 

B 

31 Fill 107  0.1m 0.34m 0.27m
Small pit of soft dark brown sandy 
clay with coarse pebbles 4% and 
charcoal 2%. 

Fill of small pit. B 

39 Fill 73  0.13m 1.16m 0.85m

E-W orientated irregular oval of 
loose dark brownish sandy clay 
with <40% charcoal and <20% 
stones. 

Fill of small pit. B 

49 Cut  22, 50 0.11m 1.4m 0.85m

N-S orientated sub-oval cut with 
rounded corners, gradual breaks 
of slope at the top and base with 
concave sides and a flat base. 

Cut of Pit filled 
by 2 layers. B 
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50 Fill 49  0.1m 1.4m 0.85m
N-S orientated sub oval pit of 
loose mid greyish sandy clay with 
<50% stones. 

Lower fill of pit. B 

73 Cut  39 0.13m 1.16m 0.85m
E-W orientated oval cut with 
rounded corners, concave sides 
and flat base 

Cut of pit. B 

82 Fill 83  0.17m 0.40m 0.27m
Circular feature of loose light to 
mid-brown sandy clay with 15-
20% organic material inclusions 

Fill of pit. B 

83 Cut  82 0.17m 0.40m 0.27m

Circular cut with sharp break of 
slope-top, gradual sides and break 
of slope-base, and base slopping 
in S-N direction. 

Cut of pit. B 

85 Cut  20 0.20m 0,40m 0.49m
Circular cut with gradual break of 
slopes top and bottom, sides and 
nearly flat base 

Cut of pit. B 

89 Fill 90  0.04m 1.37m 0.41m N-E orientated sub-oval loose light 
brown sandy silt Fill of pit. B 

90 Cut  89 0.04m 1.37m 0.41m
N-E orientated sub-oval cut with 
rounded corners, gradual sides 
and flat shape of base 

Cut of pit. B 

99 Fill 148  0.09m 0.60-
0.90m 

0.30-
0.80m

Sub-rectangular loose light 
reddish brown to dark reddish 
brown heavily burnt silty clay with 
flecks of charcoal 

Burnt spread. B 

107 Cut  31 0.10m 0.34m 0.27m Oval cut with sloping sides and flat 
base. Cut of pit. B 

125 Cut  126 0.16m 0.65m 0.55m
E-W orientated oval cut with sharp 
break of slope at top and bottom, 
steep sides and uneven base 

Cut of pit. B 

126 Fill 125  0.16m 0.65m 0.55m
Round moderately firm 
yellow/mid-brown sandy silt with 
flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of pit. B 

127 Cut  128 0.06m 0.43m 0.40m Irregular cut with sloping sides 
and uneven shape base. 

Cut of possible 
pit. B 

128 Fill 127  0.06m 0.43m 0.40m

Irregular feature of soft brownish 
grey sandy clay with 
approximately 35% cobbles and 
4% charcoal inclusions 

Fill of possible 
pit. B 

147 Fill 148  0.07m 0.7m E-
W 

0.6m 
N-S 

E-W orientated sub circular 
feature of firm mid brownish 
yellow silty clay. 

Base of burnt 
spread. B 

148 Cut  99, 
147 0.12m 0.7m E-

W 
0.6m 
N-S 

Irregular cut with vague corners, 
smooth concave sides to N and S 
and no definite sides to the E and 
W. The base is rounded concave 
N-S and close to flat E-W. 

Cut of possible 
fire pit. B 

150 Fill 151  0.07m 0.63m E-
W 

0.43m 
N-S 

E-W orientated oval of loose mid 
brown sandy clay with charcoal 
<50% and pebbles <20% 

Fill of shallow 
pit. B 

151 Cut  150 0.07m 0.63m E-
W 

0.43m 
N-S 

E-W orientated oval cut with 
rounded corners, concave sides 
and flat base. 

Cut of shallow 
pit B 

156 Cut  157 0.12m 1.06m 0.49m
NE-SW orientated irregular cut 
with steep sides and an irregular, 
flat base. 

Cut of irregular 
shallow pit. B 

157 Fill 156  0.12m 1.06m 0.49m

NE-SW orientated loose brown-
grey sandy silt with traces of 
charcoal in the upper part of the 
fill. 

Fill of irregular 
shallow pit. B 

241 Fill 731  0.12m 1.4m 1.2m 
E-W orientated oval of loose 
greyish sandy clay with <10% 
stones. 

Clay layer 
between a ditch 
and patch of 
stones c78. 

B 
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698 Fill 699  0.26m 1.67m 1.11m
Round shaped fill of moderate 
compaction light brown grey 
clayish silt with 15% charcoal. 

Fill of pit 
containing a 
small amount of 
charcoal. 

B 

699 Cut  698 0.26m 1.67m 1.11m

Round cut with gradual break of 
slope at the top and the base, 
gradual sides and a concave 
base. 

Cut of a pit, 
cutting ditch 14, 
cut 641 and cut 
by 19, cut 91. 

B 

731 Cut  241 0.12m 1.4m 1.2m 
E-W orientated oval with gradually 
sloping sides and concave oval 
base. 

Shallow oval 
feature cuts 242 
& 78 runs E-W. 

B 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:22:1 C22 Pottery Medieval Orange and grey. Unglazed 

E3129:126:1 C126 Pottery Medieval Black on one side. Reddish orange on the 
other. 

E3129:128:1 C128 Stone  Large polished stone with a hole. Possible 
grinding stone. 

E3129:150:1 C150 Pottery Medieval Handle attachment to body. 3 lines at the top of 
the handle 

E3129:150:2,3 C150 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 

E3129:150:4 C150 Flint  Possibly burnt 

 
Interpretation: 
There were 13 small pits in Area B. All were either cut into C2 or other features and 
so were either comparatively late or not stratigraphically related. The only pit to have 
been cut by a feature is C699 which is truncated by boundary ditch C91. Some of 
these pits contained high quantities of charcoal (C85, C49, C73, C148, C151, and 
C699). With the site having been used for processing grain with kilns and an animal-
powered mill it is possible that some of these pits were for dumping waste from these 
activities, both in the form of charcoal and crop waste. Only C73 contained any 
animal remains and none of the pits showed signs of in situ burning. Other pits which 
contained little charcoal and no finds and were irregularly shaped such as C156, 
C190, C125 and possibly C731 and C170 may have been root boles from roots 
removed when the site was being cleared.  
 
Sub-circular pit C85 measured 0.49m x 0.45m x 0.2m and was situated at the 
northeast of the site. The cut had a gradual break of slope at the top and gradual 
sides with a gradual break of slope at the bottom and a flat base. It was filled by C20, 
a dark browny black sandy silt which was rich in charcoal. This feature could be a fire 
pit. 
 
Sub-oval cut C49 measured 1.4m x 0.85m x 0.11m, was orientated north–south and 
was cut into C3 the outer ring of the animal-powered mill (in grid square 80m E 140m 
N). The cut had a gradual break of slope at the top, concave sides, a gradual break 
of slope bottom and a flat base. It was filled with C22 a black charcoal-rich sandy 
clay. There were no finds to establish or interpret the function of this feature. 
 
Oval pit C107 measured 0.34m x 0.27m x 0.1m and was north–south orientated. It 
was cut into C30 the fill of C146 which was at the west of the site and was 
considered to be part of the first phase of field boundaries on the site. It had sloping 
sides and a gradual break of slope at the bottom. It had a flat base. The fill C31 was 
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a dark brown sandy clay with occasional charcoal inclusions. Again there were no 
finds and it is difficult to explain this feature.  
 
Cut C73 was a sub-oval pit cut into C3 the fill of the outer ring of the animal-powered 
mill (in grid square 80m E 140m N). It was 1.16m x 0.85m x 0.13m and orientated 
east–west. It had a gradual break of slope all around except for the south where it 
was sharper. The sides were concave and the break of slope at the bottom was 
gradual all round except again at the south where it was sharper. The base was flat. 
The fill C39, a dark brown sandy clay, was up to 40% charcoal and contained an 
animal tooth. It seems likely that this pit is related to C49 and C22 and is probably a 
refuse pit. 
 
Sub-circular pit C83 measured 0.4m x 0.27m x 0.17m and was cut into C13 the fill of 
a field boundary in the west of the site. The base sloped down to the north. The fill 
C82 was a light to mid brown sandy clay 15–20% of which was made up of organic 
material. Again the fill contained no finds and it is difficult to see what the purpose of 
the feature was.  
 
Shallow sub-oval pit C90 was cut into C19, a field boundary, and measured 1.37m x 
0.41m x 0.04m. It had a gradual break of slope at the top all round except at the 
northwest where it was slightly sharper. The base was irregular. It was filled by (C89) 
which was a light brown sandy silt. There were no finds in the fill of this feature which 
combined with its shallow nature makes it hard to suggest a function. 
 
Oval pit C125 was partly cut into C86 the fill of a field boundary at the west of the site 
and measured 0.65m x 0.55m x 0.16m.. The pit had a sharp break of slope at the top 
and steep sides with a sharp break of slope at the bottom and an uneven base. The 
fill C126, a yellow mid-brown sandy silt, contained one piece of medieval pottery and 
occasional charcoal inclusions. The function of this feature is not clear.  
 
Sub-oval cut C127 was cut into C30 less than 1m east of C107 and measured 0.43m 
x 0.4m x 0.06m. It had a gradual break of slope at the top and sloping sides with a 
gradual break of slope at the bottom and an uneven base. The fill C128 was a soft 
brownish grey sandy clay with occasional charcoal inclusions and it contained a 
possible polished stone. This feature was probably related to C107 but its function is 
unclear. 
 
Sub-rectangular pit C148 was cut into C28, the fill of a field boundary, that is 
considered to be fairly late stratigraphically within this site. The cut was 0.7m x 0.6m 
x 0.12m at the northwest of the site. The sides were smooth and concave. The base 
was slightly concave. The pit had two fills: C147, a firm mid-brown yellow silty clay 
and C99, a mixed red brown silt with regular charcoal inclusions. There were no finds 
and the purpose of this pit is not clear; however, the burning may suggest waste 
disposal. 
 
Oval pit C151 was in the northwest part of the site and measured 0.63m x 0.43m x 
0.07m. It had concave sides and gradual break of slope with a flat base. It was filled 
by C150, a mid brown sandy silt which is just under 50% charcoal. It is possible, 
based on the presence of the charcoal, that the pit may have been used for burning 
waste.  
 
Irregular sub-oval cut C156 measured 1.06m x 0.49m x 0.12m and was orientated 
northeast–southwest at the northeast of the site. The cut had a gradual break of 
slope to the southwest but was much sharper to the northeast. The sides again were 
gradual to the southwest and steep and to the northeast and the break of slope at the 
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bottom was gradual all round. The base was flat. The cut was filled by C157, a brown 
grey sandy silt which contained occasional charcoal inclusions. The purpose of this 
pit is unknown. 
 
Cut C731 was a shallow oval pit that measured 1.4m x 1.2m x 0.12m and was 
orientated east–west. It was cut into C95, a brown silt clay over stone layer C78 in 
the northeast corner of the site. The cut had gradual breaks of slope top and bottom 
and very gradually sloping sides with a concave base. The fill, C241, was a grey 
sandy clay which contained nothing to identify the purpose of this pit. 
 
The final pit in Area B was C699 a circular feature cut through C14, a field boundary 
from the sites first phase of use, and cut by C91 a field boundary that ran across the 
site. The pit measured 1.67m x 1.11m x 0.26m, and was slightly east–west 
orientated. The cut had a gradual break of slope top and bottom and gradually 
sloping sides with a concave base. The fill C698 was a light brown grey clayish silt 
which was made up of approximately 15% charcoal. The feature may have been 
used for disposing of waste. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Four pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating at least 
three of its features to the medieval period. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Other Finds –  
A piece of flint was found which had been burnt as well as a possible polished 
grinding stone. These pieces are to be examined be a specialist. 
 
4.14.3 Subgroup {1026}: Small Pits Area C 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

217 Fill 218  0.05-
0.11m 0.88m 0.47m

E-W orientated oval of very loose, 
soft medium brown silty soil with 
dark blackish brown patch in 
centre of feature. Inclusions of 
bone, large pieces of charcoal and 
small stones/pebbles. 

Burnt 
spread/possibly 
burnt waste. 

C 

218 Cut  217 0.05-
0.11m 0.88m 0.47m

E-W orientated oval with smooth 
to sharp corners, sloping/slightly 
concave and irregular sides and a 
very irregular base. 

Cut of a burnt 
spread. C 

350 Cut  No no. 0.26m 0.8m 0.9m 
E-W sub oval feature. It has 
concave sides and a concave 
base. 

Cut of a pit. Fill 
was very similar 
to 28. 

C 

410 Fill 471  0.11m 1.2m 0.8m N-S orientated oval of loose brown 
clay with few stones and charcoal. Fill of oval pit. C 

426 Fill 466  0.07m 1.28m 0.38m
E-W orientated oval of medium 
brown sandy clay with charcoal 
and a few small stones. 

Fill of small 
shallow oval pit. C 

434 Fill 441  0.04-
0.19m 1.66m 0.85m

N-S orientated irregular oval of 
moderate loose mid-dark brown 
clay silt with poorly sorted angular 
stones and 1% charcoal. 

Fill of pit. C 

436 Cut  450 0.24m 3.66m 1.28m
N-S orientated semi oval feature. 
Concave sides and a semi flat 
base. 

Cut of ditch runs 
N-S. C 

441 Cut  434 0.04-
0.19m 1.66m 0.85m

N-S irregular oval with gradual 
sloping sides and an irregular oval 
base. 

Cut of a pit. C 
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446 Cut  464 0.11m 2m 0.6m 
E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and an uneven 
base. 

Shallow linear 
pit. C 

449 Fill 465  0.11m 1.25m 0.45m
E-W orientated oval of medium 
grey/brown sandy clay with 
charcoal inclusions. 

Fill of small 
shallow oval pit. C 

450 Fill 436  0.24m 3.66m 1.28m
N-S orientated semi oval of soft 
mid brown sandy clay with small 
stones and charcoal. 

Fill of a ditch 
runs N-S. C 

464 Fill 446  0.11m 2m 0.6m 
E-W orientated linear of very 
compact brown sand with small 
stones and some charcoal. 

Fill of shallow 
linear pit. C 

465 Cut  449 0.11m 1.25m 0.45m
E-W orientated oval with gradual 
concave/irregular sides and a 
concave base. 

Small, shallow 
oval pit cutting 
ditch 26 and pit 
466. 

C 

466 Cut  426 0.07m 1.28m 0.38m
E-W orientated oval with gradual 
irregular sides and a concave 
base. 

Small, shallow 
oval pit cutting 
ditch 26. 

C 

471 Cut  410 0.11m 1.2m 0.8m N-S orientated oval with concave 
sides and a flat base. 

Oval pit under 
furrow. C 

494 Fill 495  0.16m 0.7m 0.5m 
E-W orientated sub circular/oval of 
soft mid brown silt with infrequent 
stones and flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of small pit. C 

495 Cut  494 0.16m 0.7m 0.5m 

E-W orientated oval with concave 
sides, slightly irregular to the 
Southern side. Rounded, concave 
base. 

Cut of pit. C 

506 Fill 507  0.15m 0.6m 0.4m 

E-W orientated oval of soft mid-
brown to mid-greyish brown 
clayish silt with infrequent stones 
and flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of small pit. C 

507 Cut  506 0.15m 0.6m 0.4m 

E-W orientated oval with rounded 
corners, and steep concave sides 
on the NW and NE sides concave 
sides on the SE and SW side. The 
base is irregular rounded and 
concave. 

Cut of pit. C 

514 Fill 515  0.11m 1.35m 0.34m

NW-SE orientated boat-shaped 
feature of loose mid brown silt with 
infrequent pebbles and traces of 
charcoal. 

Fill of boat 
shaped feature. C 

515 Cut  514 0.12m 1.37m 0.34m

NW-SE orientated boat-shaped 
cut with rounded corners. Regular 
concave sides and a rounded 
concave base. 

Cut of boat 
shaped feature. C 

522 Fill 523  0.04m 0.24m 0.24m Circular fill of loose mid brown silt 
with small stones. 

Fill of small 
shallow circular 
feature. 

C 

523 Cut  522 0.05m 0.25m 0.25m

Circular cut with gradual breaks of 
slope at the top and the base, 
smooth concave sides and a 
rounded concave base. 

Cut of small 
shallow circular 
feature. 

C 

525 Fill 526  0.14m 0.66m 0.51m

N-S orientated sub oval of fairly 
loose mid dark brown sandy silt 
with 20-40% stones of 5-10cm 
and 1-2% charcoal. 

Fill of possible 
shallow pit in 
test trench 
through road.  

C 

526 Cut  525 0.14m 0.66m 0.51m

N-S orientated sub oval cut with 
rounded corners. Fairly steep 
sides but more gradual in NE 
quarter. The base is an irregular 
sub oval. 

Cut of possible 
shallow pit in 
test trench 
through road. 
Unclear if pit or 
road is older. 

C 

531 Cut  532 0.4m 2.7m 2.05m N-S orientated linear with concave 
sides and a concave base. 

Cut of possible 
drain runs N-S. C 

532 Fill 531  0.4m 2.7m 2.05m
N-S orientated linear of firm 
compaction mid yellowish brown 
sandy clay with some stones. 

Fill of possible 
drain runs N-S. C 
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Finds:  
Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:426:1,2 C426 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:464:1,2 C464 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

 
Interpretation: 
There were 13 small pits in Area C. As with Area B, some of these pits may have 
been for discarding waste from the grain processing that was going on around the 
site. Fill C217 contained large amounts of charcoal and some animal bone and C218 
could certainly have been used for this purpose (Plate 34). Other pits appeared to be 
quite irregular and lack finds or inclusions to suggest if they are in fact 
archaeological. Certainly C441, C446, C465, C466, C434, and C531 may be tree 
boles. C495, C507, C515, and C523 are all small shallow pits cut away by C285 a 
ditch that runs parallel to the road. These features could be stone sockets left behind 
when the ditch was originally being dug. C471 which is to the south of the road may 
be related to Kiln C. C526 is a small pit in the middle of the mettled roadway C200, a 
relationship could not be established between the two because the road had been 
cut away by a test trench. C436 appears to be connected to short ditch C380 and 
may be for draining away water from this drainage ditch.  
 
As the fill was accidentally removed from C350 it is impossible to establish a purpose 
or relationship between it and C102. Due to its proximity to the mill it may be related.   
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Four pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup dating two of its features 
to the medieval period. All four pieces were glazed. The pieces await specialist 
examination. 
 
4.14.4 Subgroup {1027}: Small Pits Area D 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill of Filled 

by 
Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

160 Fill 730  0.15m 4m E-W 1.6m 
N-S 

Soft dark brown silty sand with a 
grey hue. Occasional charcoal 
and 60% stones, contains 3 
pieces of pottery. 

Very shallow 
feature. D 

166 Fill 406  0.05m 0.6m 0.6m 

Circular feature of soft, weakly 
cemented dark grey, brown and 
black sand with occasional 
medium stones and frequent 
charcoal. 

Upper fill of 
charcoal pit. D 

292 Cut  293 0.48m 2m 1.25m

N-S orientated rectangular cut 
with a gradual break of slope at 
the top and a sharp break of slope 
at the base. It has concave sides 
and a concave base. 

Cut of a pit cut 
into Large Pit E 
runs N-S. 

D 

293 Fill 292  0.48m 2m 1.25m
N-S orientated rectangular fill, soft 
dark brown sandy silt with 20% 
charcoal and 5% stones. 

Fill of a pit runs 
N-S. D 

348 Fill 656  0.14m 1.69m 0.6m N-S oval feature of firm brown 
sandy clay with stone inclusions. Fill of a pit. D 

355 Fill 684, 
653  0.2m 4.85m 2.1m-

0.9m 

N-S orientated irregular feature, of 
medium compaction brown sandy 
clay with frequent large and 
medium sized stones. 

Extended over 
684, 666, 685 
and 653. 

D/E 

393 Fill 406  0.1m 0.6m 0.6m 
Circular feature of soft compacted 
grey silty sand with frequent 
medium stones. 

Lower fill of 
shallow pit. D 
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406 Cut  166, 
393 0.1m 0.6m 0.6m Circular cut with concave sides 

and a flat base. 

Cut of shallow 
pit with two 
layers. 

D 

417 Cut  570 0.14m 0.55m 0.53m
E-W orientated circular cut with 
concave sides and a concave 
base. 

Cut of a pit. C 

421 Fill 459  0.15m 2.1m 1.9m 

N-S orientated extremely irregular 
feature of quite stiff greyish brown 
clay with charcoal, small sub-
angular stones and pottery. 

Fill of irregular 
feature. D 

459 Cut  421 0.15m 2.1m 1.9m 

N-S orientated extremely irregular 
cut with rounded corners. Gentle 
sloping sides, sometimes 
concave, and an irregular base. 

Cut of very 
irregular shaped 
feature. 

D 

513 Fill 521  0.1m 0.5m 0.45m

N-S orientated sub circular of 
loose dark blackish grey silty clay 
with occasional specks of 
charcoal. 

Shallow pit with 
evidence of 
burning. 

D 

520 Fill 521  0.03m 0.33m 0.3m Circular feature of loose black silty 
clay with no inclusions. 

Bottom of pit, 
with evidence of 
burning. 

D 

521 Cut  513, 
520 0.15m 0.5m 0.46m Circular cut. The sides are 

concave and the base is irregular.

Cut of shallow 
pit with evidence 
of burning. 

D 

561 Fill 562  0.1m 0.9m 0.5m 

NW-SE orientated oval of soft 
compaction mid brown silt with 
infrequent stones and flecks of 
charcoal. 

Fill of shallow 
oval pit. D 

562 Cut  561 0.1m 0.9m 0.5m 
NW-SE orientated oval with 
rounded corners, smooth concave 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of shallow 
oval pit. D 

569 Fill 575  0.08m 2.1m 0.9m 

NE-SW orientated oval of loose 
light yellowish grey silty sand with 
frequent sub angular stones and 
occasional specks of charcoal. 

Shallow spread 
or pit. D 

570 Fill 417  0.14m 0.55m 0.53m

E-W orientated round feature of 
soft mid brownish grey sandy clay 
with 3% small stones and 1% 
charcoal. 

Fill of pit. D 

575 Cut  569 0.08m 2.1m 0.9m 
NE-SW orientated oval with 
irregular sides and an uneven 
base. 

Shallow spread 
or pit. D 

629 Fill 637  0.35m 1.22m 0.82m

NW-SE orientated rectangular 
feature of loose grey/brown silty 
sand with few flecks of charcoal, 
frequent small and medium stones 
and a few large stones. 

Fill of 
rectangular pit. D 

637 Cut  629 0.35m 1.22m 0.82m
NW-SE orientated rectangular 
feature with round corners, vertical 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a 
rectangular pit. D 

652 Fill 653  0.41m 3.38m 1.1m 

N-S orientated oval of loose dark 
grey/brown sandy clay, with 
inclusions of charcoal and 
medium-large stones. 

Fill of two pits, 
though this was 
not noticed until 
after a section 
was made. 

D 

653 Cut  652, 
355 0.41m 2.98m 1.1m 

N-S orientated oval cut. The sides 
were concave on the West side 
and sloping on the North side, the 
base is concave. 

This pit was 
probably cut 
after 666 and 
then extended 
with cut 684. 

D 

654 Fill 655  0.43m 

>2.77m 
extends 
into 
baulk. 

1.34-
1.74m

N-S orientated sub oval extending 
into baulk. The fill consists of 
loose dark brownish grey silty clay 
with <5% charcoal and 30% 
stones. 

Fill of pit. E 
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655 Cut  654 0.43m 

>2.77m 
extends 
into 
baulk. 

1.34-
1.74m

N-S orientated sub-oval extending 
into baulk. The sides are slightly 
sloping, almost vertical and the 
base is irregular. 

Cut of pit. E 

656 Cut  348 0.14m 1.69m 0.6m 
N-S orientated oval with rounded 
corners, concave sides and an 
irregular base. 

Cut of a pit. D 

666 Cut  652 0.43m 1.4m 0.86m
N-S orientated sub-circular feature 
with next to vertical sides and a 
concave base. 

Cut of a pit. Cut 
by 653. D 

671 Fill 672  0.04-
0.1m 2.06m 0.7-

0.8m 

N-S orientated linear of soft 
brownish black sandy clay with 
infrequent stones. 

Fill of a pit. D 

672 Cut  671 0.04-
0.1m 2.06m 0.7-

0.8m 

N-S orientated linear with gradual 
corners, concave sides and a flat 
base.

Cut of a pit. D 

685 Cut  686 0.4m 1.6m 
max 0.9m 

N-S orientated irregular linear with 
slightly sloping vertical sides and a 
flat base. 

Cut of a pit. D/E 

686 Fill 685  0.4m 1.6m 
max 0.9m 

N-S orientated irregular linear of 
loose dark brownish grey sandy 
silt with <50% stones and <10% 
charcoal. 

Fill of a pit. D/E 

730 Cut  160 0.15m 4m 1.6m E-W Orientated Oval with irregular 
shape flat base. 

Cut of linear 
shallow feature 
runs E-W. 

D 

 
 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:160:1-3 C160 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:293:1 C293 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:348:1 C348 Metal Medieval Semicircular Piece 

E3129:421:1 C421 Pottery Medieval Black. Unglazed 

E3129:561:1 C561 Pottery Medieval Two incised lines 

E3129:629:1,3,4 C629 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:629:2 C629 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Unglazed 

E3129:654:1 C654 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

 
Interpretation: 
There were 15 small pits in Area D.  
 
Pits C685, C653 and C666 were all underneath C355 which totally filled C655 and 
appeared to be related to C684, a ditch that ran between them and was also filled by 
C355. The fills of these pits, like C355 and C669, the fills of ditch C684, were all 
stony and contained occasional charcoal inclusions. C672, C656 and C417 also 
contain large amounts of stone and are probably related to these pits.  
 
C292 which cuts Large Pit E Subgroup {1022} was a large pit that contains 
approximately 20% charcoal. C293 was very similar to this fill and the two features 
may well be related.  
 
C406 is a small very shallow circular pit with a top fill C166 that was charcoal rich. It 
could have been a small pit used for burning waste or clearing land. C459 was also a 
shallow area filled with a charcoal-rich clay. Its large, very irregular shallow shape 
may mean that it was caused by root burning. C521 could be considered to be the 
result of similar activity.  
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C562 was a small shallow pit which contained a single piece of medieval pottery and 
had a high concentration of stones. Its purpose is unclear. C575 again is a very 
shallow pit with a high concentration of stones and occasional charcoal and again the 
purpose is unknown. C637 was a much more substantial pit, 0.35m deep, containing 
four sherds of medieval pottery. Due to its proximity and the high quantity of stones 
within the fill this may have been related to C685, C655 etc. The final pit in this area 
was C730 which was filled by C160. This feature was another that had a high stone 
content (60%). It may have been related to Kiln B [C190] due to its proximity. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
Twelve pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating six of the 
features to the medieval period. Eight pieces were glazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
 
Other Finds – A semi-circular piece of metal was also found and this piece awaits 
specialist examination. 
 
4.14.5 Subgroup {1028}: Small Pits Area E 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

129 Cut  208 0.60m 1.10m 2m Oval cut with concave sides and 
concave base. Cut of pit. E 

208 Fill 129  0.55m 1.1m 0.6m 
Oval of loose mid brown silt with 
small stones and flecks of 
charcoal. 

Fill of a pit. E 

601 Fill 602  0.11m 1.25m 0.33m
N-S orientated oval of loose dark 
blackish brown silty clay with 
occasional specks of charcoal. 

Shallow pit with 
evidence of 
burning. 

E 

602 Cut  601, 
690 0.11m 1.25m 0.33m

N-S orientated oval with concave 
sides and a shallow concave 
base. 

Shallow pit with 
evidence of 
burning. 

E 

646 Fill 647  0.6m 0.9m 0.7m 
Oval of loose mid brown silt with 
infrequent small stones and flecks 
of charcoal. 

Fill of re-cut pit 
129. E 

647 Cut  646 0.6m 0.9m 0.7m 
Oval cut. The sides are steep 
concave and the base is rounded 
concave. 

Re-cut of pit 
129. E 

679 Fill 680  0.24m 2.8m 1.8m 
N-S orientated irregular fill of 
loose light-mid grey clayish silt 
with frequent pebbles. 

Fill of pit. E 

680 Cut  679 0.15m 1.7m 0.9m 

E-W orientated sub-rectangular 
cut with rounded corner to the SW 
and imperceptible corners for the 
rest of the feature. Concave sides 
to the south and the west. The 
base is flat. 

Cut of possible 
pit. E 

690 Fill 602  0.15m 1.4m 0.4m 
N-S orientated oval of loose mid 
brownish grey clay sand with 
occasional pebbles. 

Fill under 
charcoal-rich fill. E 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:646:1 646 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
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Interpretation: 
Area E contained four small pits. C602 was a shallow oval feature cut by furrow 
C543. It contained a charcoal-rich layer C601 and may represent burning/land 
clearance. C129 was filled by C208 and then re-cut (C647). This pit could be related 
to C645 and Subgroup {1017} the burnt pits under the medieval horizons as it 
contains charcoal as well as pieces of bone. C680, which contained grey charcoal-
rich material and was next to and similarly orientated to C645, could also be related 
to this subgroup. 
 
Finds – ceramics: 
One piece of unglazed pottery was found in this sub-group. The piece awaits 
specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 14  Discussion: Small Pits  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

14 1024 Small Pits Area A  Medieval Medieval Small Pits 

14 1025 Small Pits Area B Medieval Medieval Small Pits 

14 1026 Small Pits Area C Medieval Medieval Small Pits 

14 1027 Small Pits Area D Medieval Medieval Small Pits 

14 1028 Small Pits Area E Medieval Medieval Small Pits 

 
None of the pits in Area A contained finds and many were very shallow and irregular, 
only one, C93, contained high quantities of charcoal and this could well be burnt 
roots. It is likely that many of these are in fact root boles. It appears that Area A (the 
northern end of the site) was outside the main area of activity when this site was 
being used for grain processing and may have been part of a field. 
 
Area B contained several small pits related to grain processing, animal husbandry 
and kiln waste. Other pits in the area may have been caused by tree boles from land 
clearance. The pits that appear to have been used for waste disposal were all south 
of the series of field boundaries including C91 that ran east–west across the site. 
 
In Areas C, D and E there was a similar ratio to Area B of pits possibly used for 
waste disposal and others that may have been caused by land clearance. In Area C 
some features could have been filled stone sockets where large stones were 
removed in the past. In Area D there were a large number of very stony pits that 
appear to have been used for clearing large stones from fields. These pits appear to 
respect late field boundaries. One of these pits (C655) did contain a single piece of 
medieval pottery.  
 
In conclusion it appears that most of the small pits that have been excavated over the 
site can be split into two groups: those pits that have been created for land clearance 
and those that have been used as places to discard waste materials during the grain 
processing phase of the site. 
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4.15 GROUP 15: Postholes 
 
4.15.1 Subgroup {1029}: Postholes 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

40 Fill 94  0.28m 0.17m 0.15m Circular loose dark brownish 
sandy clay with <50% charcoal. Fill of posthole. B 

94 Cut  40 0.28m 0.17m 0.15m
Circular cut with concave sides 
and base with tapered rounded 
point. 

Cut of a 
posthole. B 

442 Cut  443 0.1m 0.24m 0.2m 
NW-SE orientated oval with 
straight sides and an irregular 
base. 

Cut of possible 
posthole. C 

443 Fill 442  0.1m 0.24m 0.2m 
Circular fill of loose mid greyish 
brown sandy silt with angular 
stones. 

Fill of possible 
posthole. C 

639 Fill 640  0.15m 0.25m 0.22m Circular fill of loose dark brownish 
sandy clay with small stones. 

Fill of a 
posthole. D 

640 Cut  639 0.15m 0.25m 0.22m Circular cut with almost vertical 
sides and an almost flat base. 

Cut of a 
posthole. C 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
There were three possible postholes on the site that were not obviously related to 
any particular structure. C94 was cut into C2 to the northwest of the animal-powered 
mill. It may be related to C73 and C49 as both were filled by similar material. These 
features were cut into the animal-powered mill. No other postholes were found in this 
area. 
 
Posthole C442 was underneath C374 a charcoal-rich spread just north of C200, the 
medieval road. There were no other postholes around this feature. It may be related 
to C374. 
 
The final posthole C640 was at the west end of C200 the medieval road. Although 
there were a large number of stones in the area there is no mettling like there is to 
the east and so it was not possible to get a relationship between this feature and the 
road. Again there are no other postholes in this area and it is difficult to see what its 
purpose is. 
 
GROUP 15 Discussion: Postholes  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

15 1029 Postholes Medieval Medieval Postholes 

 
The reason for these three isolated postholes is unclear. They may simply have been 
free standing posts for purposes unknown. 
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4.16 GROUP 16: Ditches 
 
4.16.1 Subgroup {1030}: Ditches 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

7 Fill 70  0.31m 26m 0.57m
Linear NW-SE fairly loose mid 
brown silty sand with some 
charcoal flecks. 

Small drainage 
ditch runs NW-
SE. 

A 

44 Fill 613  0.15-
0.5m 9m 0.28-

1.03m

NW-SE orientated linear of loose 
to moderate yellowish brown-light 
brown sandy silt with occasional 
stones.

Fill of ditch runs 
NW-SE. B 

70 Cut  7 0.31m 26m 0.57m NW-SE orientated linear cut with 
steep sides and rounded base. 

Cut of ditch runs 
NW-SE. A 

161 Cut  162, 
193 0.2m 15m 1.7m 

N-S orientated linear with concave 
sides to the East and Convex 
sides to the West. It has a 
concave base. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs N-
S. 

D 

162 Fill 161  0.02m
-0.2m 15m 1.7-

2m 

N-S orientated linear of loose 
brown grey silty clay with sub 
angular pebbles >5%. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs N-
S. 

D 

163 Cut  164 0.2m 2.4m 0.5m 
N-S orientated irregular oval with 
rounded corners with irregular 
sides and an irregular base. 

Cut of oval 
layer. D 

164 Fill 163  0.2m 2.4m 0.5m 

N-S orientated irregular oval of 
loose dark brown blackish silty 
clay with charcoal flecks >5% and 
angular pebbles >5%. 

Fill of 163 oval 
feature. D 

193 Fill 161  0.04m 7m 0.3m Irregular spots of loose dark black 
silty sand with >80% charcoal. 

Charcoal spread 
at bottom of cut 
161. 

D 

304 Cut  390 0.08m 6.5m 1.03m
NW-SE orientated linear feature 
with rounded corners. The base is 
concave and it cuts 392 and 197. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs 
NW-SE. 

C/D 

329 Fill 336  0.3m 
10m 
from site 
edge 

1.08m
NE-SW linear with loose grey 
sandy clay with medium sized 
stones. 

Fill of drain runs 
NE-SW. D 

336 Cut 329  0.3m 
10m 
from site 
edge 

1.08m NE-SW linear cut with concave 
sides and a rounded base. 

Linear feature 
runs NE-SW. D 

343 Fill 344  0.3m 6.0m 1.55m
NE-SW linear with medium loose 
brownish grey silty clay with sub 
angular stones and pottery. 

Bottom fill of a 
trench like 
feature runs NE-
SW. 

D 

344 Cut  343 0.3m 6.0m 1.55m
NE-SW linear with gradual break 
of slope at the top and base, 
concave sides and a rounded/flat 
base.

Cut of trench 
like feature runs 
NE-SW. 

D 

345 Fill 346  0.19m 4.2m 1.2m 

NE-SW linear with medium 
greyish brown silty clay, 
containing medium sized sub 
angular stones and flecks of 
charcoal.

Top fill of re-cut 
into existing 
furrow runs NE-
SW. 

D 

346 Cut  345, 
347 0.23m 4.2m 1.2m 

NE-SW linear with gradual break 
of slope at the top and base, 
concave sides and a 
rounded/irregular base. 

Cut of trench 
like feature runs 
NE-SW 

D 

347 Fill 346  0.04m 4.2m 0.85m
NE-SW linear of loose black/dark 
grey clay silt with frequent 
charcoal. 

Bottom fill of 
trench like 
feature runs NE-
SW. 

D 

355 Fill 684  0.2m 4.85m 2.1m-
0.9m 

N-S orientated irregular feature, of 
medium compaction brown sandy 
clay with frequent large and 
medium sized stones. 

Extended over 
684,666 and 
653 along with 
linear that 
connects the 
fore mentioned. 

D/E 
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365 Fill 367  0.05m 
10m 
from site 
edge 

0.48m
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
black sandy clay with inclusions of 
charcoal. 

Fill of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. D 

366 Fill 367  0.1m 
10m 
from site 
edge 

0.48m
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
grey sandy clay with inclusions of 
stone. 

Fill of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. D 

367 Cut  365, 
366 0.16m 

10m 
from site 
edge 

0.48m
NE-SW orientated linear with 
concave sides and a rounded 
base.

Cut of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. D 

379 Fill 380  0.15m
-0.2m 8.7m 0.7m-

1.2m 

N-S orientated elongated sub 
rectangular feature of compact 
grey-light brown sandy clay with 
5% small stones. 

Fill of ditch. 
Difficult to define 
between fills of 
cuts 380, 384 
and 386 runs N-
S. 

C 

380 Cut  379, 
435 

0.2m-
0.32m 8.7m 0.7m-

1.2m 

N-S orientated rectangular 
feature. It has vertical sides at the 
north end. 

Cut of ditch. Cut 
by two other 
ditches runs N-
S. 

C 

381 Fill 402  0.17m 2.1m 0.8m 
E-W oval of loose medium greyish 
brown silty clay with occasional 
charcoal. 

Fill of shallow 
pit. C 

383 Fill 384  0.2m-
0.3m 

15.4m 
from site 
edge. 

1.15m
E-W orientated linear of medium 
compaction brown silty clay with 
some medium sized stones. 

Fill of slightly 
shallow 
drainage ditch 
runs E-W. 

C 

384 Cut  383 0.2m-
0.3m 

15.4m 
from site 
edge. 

1.15m
E-W orientated linear. It has 
gradual to sharp sloping sides and 
a concave base. 

Cut of a slightly 
shallow 
drainage ditch 
runs E-W. 

C 

385 Fill 386  
0.15m
-
0.43m 

8.3m 0.3m-
1.05m

Irregular feature of medium 
greyish brown sandy clay with 
medium to small red stones. 

Primary fill of cut 
386, only 
consistent fill. 

C 

386 Cut  
395, 
394, 
385 

0.15m
-
0.43m 

8.3m 0.3m-
1.05m

Irregular feature with no corners. 
The sides are almost vertical at 
the North and steep at the south. 
The base is concave at the 
southern end and flat to the north.

Cut of irregular 
shaped ditch. 
Possible 
drainage ditch. 

C 

390 Fill 304  0.08m 6.5m 1.03m
NW-SE orientated linear of loose 
brownish black sandy clay with 
>25% charcoal flecks. 

Fill of linear 
feature runs 
NW-SE. 

C/D 

391 Fill 392  0.23m
-0.6m 16.3m 2.35m

-1.4m 

SE-NW/E-W orientated curvilinear 
of fairly compact mid brown silty 
clay with 10% charcoal. 

Fill of curvilinear 
ditch, cutting 
ditches 197,197 
and the road 
runs SE-NW 
and bends to E-
W. 

C 

392 Cut  
391, 
478, 
479 

0.23m
-0.6m 16.3m 2.35m

-1.4m 

SE-NW/E-W orientated 
curvilinear, uneven for the first 6m 
then concave sides and an 
uneven base. 

Cut of 
curvilinear ditch, 
cutting ditches 
197,197 and the 
road runs SE-
NW and bends 
to E-W. 

C 

394 Fill 386  0.1m-
0.22m 

Unknow
n 0.75m

Irregular fill of medium to compact 
light brown sandy clay with small 
stones. 

Secondary fill of 
ditch, cut short 
by 384. 

C 

395 Fill 386  0.1m Unknow
n 0.75m

Irregular fill of loose to medium 
compaction light brown clay silt, 
10% small stones and some 
charcoal.

Lower fill of 
ditch. C 

402 Cut  381 0.17m 2.1m 0.8m 
E-W orientated oval cut. The sides 
are concave/irregular and the 
base is irregular. 

Cut of shallow 
pit. C 
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429 Fill 430  0.1-
0.25m 5.3m 0.2m-

0.6m 

N-S orientated linear of medium to 
compact brown sandy clay with 
some small stones. 

Fill of gully runs 
N-S. C 

430 Cut  429 0.1-
0.3m 5.3m 0.2m-

0.6m 
N-S orientated linear, steep sides 
and a mildly concave base. 

Cut of a gully 
runs N-S. C 

435 Fill 380  0.14m 8.7m 0.72m
N-S orientated linear of firm mid 
brown sandy clay with 5% small 
stones. 

Fill of ditch runs 
N-S. C 

478 Fill 392  0.36m 0.55m 0.5m E-W orientated fill of loose black 
charcoal rich soil. 

Charcoal fill of 
ditch runs E-W. C 

479 Fill 392  0.15m Missing 0.2m 
E-W orientated loose light mid 
yellowish grey silty sand  with few 
stones <50mm. 

Fill of a ditch 
runs E-W. C 

540 Fill 541  0.67m 2.3m 0.4m 
NW-SE orientated linear of firm 
brownish sandy clay with some 
stones. 

Fill of a possible 
ditch runs NW-
SE. 

D 

541 Cut  540 0.67m 2.3m 0.4m NW-SE orientated linear, steep 
sides and a concave base. 

Cut of possible 
ditch runs NW-
SE. 

D 

564 Fill 573  0.3m 
7.5m to 
site 
extent. 

0.6m 

E-W orientated linear of fairly 
loose mid brown silty sand with 
60% stones and few flecks of 
charcoal.

Stony fill of ditch 
runs E-W. E 

565 Fill 608  0.51m 18.75m 1.33m

E-W orientated linear of fairly 
loose mid orange grey silty sand 
with stones and 1% flecks of 
charcoal. 

Fill of a possible 
ditch runs E-W. E 

573 Cut  564 0.3m 
7.5m to 
site 
extent. 

0.6m 

E-W orientated linear cut with 
fairly pointed corner to W side but 
into the baulk on the E side. The 
sides are gradually sloping and 
the base is linear concave. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs E-W. E 

597 Fill 598  0.24m 5.25m 1.75m
N-S orientated irregular feature of 
loose light yellowish grey silty clay 
with approximately 50% stones. 

Fill of a possible 
ditch runs N-S. E 

598 Cut  597 0.24m 5.25m 1.75m

N-S orientated irregular cut with 
imperceptible corners to the 
South, the sides are concave. The 
base is flat concave. 

Cut of a possible 
ditch runs N-S. E 

608 Cut  565 0.51m 18.75m 1.33m 
Max. 

E-W orientated linear with 
gradual-vertical sides and a 
curved concave base. 

Cut of possible 
ditch runs E-W. E 

613 Cut  44 0.15-
0.5m 9m 0.28-

1.03m

SE-NW orientated linear. SE part 
is missing corners but NW part 
has rounded corners with gradual 
to steep sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs SE-NW. B 

669 Fill 684  0.25m 2.25m 1.1m?

N-S orientated oval of medium 
compaction grey/brown sandy silt 
with frequent large and medium 
sized stones along with charcoal. 

Fill of pit, sealed 
by layer 355. D 

684 Cut  355, 
669 0.34m 2.05m 1.3m NW-SE orientated sub oval with 

sloping sides and a flat/even base.

Cut possibly 
made in order to 
extend pits 666 
and 653. 

D 

714 Fill 715  0.6m 4.3m 1.1m 

E-W orientated linear of quite soft 
brownish dark grey sandy clay 
with occasional medium and small 
stones occasional small pieces 
and flecks of charcoal. 

Natural 
sedimentation in 
a drainage ditch 
runs E-W. 

E 

715 Cut  714 0.75m 4.3m 1.1m 

E-W orientated linear cut with 
disturbed corner to the NE, 
rounded corner to the SE. The 
corners to the West are under the 
baulk so cannot be seen. The 

Cut of a 
probable 
drainage ditch, 
hard to tell if it 
was a drainage 

E 
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sides are near vertical. ditch or a 
boundary, runs 
E-W. 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:44:1,2 C44 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:164:2-5 C164 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:164:1 C164 Metal Medieval Iron Piece 

E3129:164:6 C164 Flint Medieval Burnt Flint 

E3129:164:7 C164 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:343:1 C343 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:385:1 C385 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:385:2 C385 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Unglazed 

E3129:391:1 C391 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:429:1 C429 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:540:1 C540 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:565:2,4,5 C565 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:565:3 C565 Pottery Medieval Fine. Unglazed 

E3129:565:1,6,7 C565 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:714:1,2 C714 Pottery Medieval Sherds 

 
 
Interpretation: 
There were 25 ditches recorded that were not considered to be boundary ditches; 
they may represent evidence of drainage features. In Area A C70 was very shallow, 
not very wide and followed the gradient of the slope of the site which may mean it 
was for drainage. C613 was a short length of ditch cut away by C52 and also by the 
animal-powered mill, its purpose is unclear. C161 may be a continuation of C132 
which is considered to be a boundary ditch but it is lost within C59 and cut away by 
the road and its ditches so it is difficult to be sure. C163 was only 2.4m long and 
0.2m deep and its purpose is unsure. C304 was a curving ditch that ran parallel with 
and cut C392 and also cut the southern road ditch C198. Its fill C390 was charcoal-
rich. C392 terminated in C198, it seemed they abutted.  
 
C336 at the very south of the site was a small ditch that ran from the edge of the site 
for 10m and was a re-cut of an earlier ditch C367 which ran along exactly the same 
line. Both ditches were very shallow, too small to be any kind of boundary ditch and 
so probably function as drains. Ditch C380 appeared to run from pit C436. Although it 
is not clear what the function of either of these features is they were probably dug to 
aid drainage. This ditch was cut by C386 a curving ditch that although 1.05m wide 
and 0.43m deep only ran for 8.3m and again was probably for drainage. Both of 
these ditches were cut by C384 which was possibly a continuation of ditch C285 
which is presumed to be a boundary ditch. This continuation is uncertain however as 
there was a gap between the two ditches and they were very different shapes in 
section. The gap may however represent a field entrance. The other ditch in this area 
C430 is also fairly short at 5.3m and as it seems to be related to C380 and C386 is 
probably also for drainage. 
 
Ditch C402 is another very short ditch, only 2.1m long. It appears to be connected to 
C235 which is a drainage ditch connecting the southern road ditch C197 to the well 
C499 (Plate 35). C346 is cut into C343 the fill of C344 and both are over C47 the L-
shaped foundation. Both ditches are short, with C344 being the longest at 6m, and 
both are very shallow. They may well represent evidence of drainage features.  
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C541, another very short ditch, was at the end of the road running east–west. It ran 
for 2.9m and was 0.3m wide and 0.07m deep and could also have been a furrow. 
Ditches C573 and C608]ran parallel east–west with one another in Area E from the 
baulk and are similar sizes. They both cut plough furrows and are probably modern 
drainage ditches. C598 was a short wide ditch in Area D running north–south. It ran 
parallel with and for the same distance as furrows C610, C598 and C571 and so is 
probably related to them. Ditch C684 ran off into the baulk at the southwest of the 
site. It was next to pits C653, C666, C655, and C685 although relationships could not 
be established between these features because they were all filled by the same fill 
C355. Finally C715 appeared to be another large drainage ditch that runs out of the 
site to the east.  
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 22 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup dating nine of its 
features to the medieval period. Eleven pieces were glazed. The pieces await 
specialist examination. 
 
Other Finds – A piece of burnt flint was found as well as a piece of iron. These 
pieces are awaiting specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 16  Discussion: Ditches 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

16 1030 Ditches Medieval Medieval Ditches 

 
Many of these ditches, C70, C336, C367, C380, C386, C344, C392, C402, C394, 
C346, C715, C573, and C608 appear to have been cut for drainage. C541 and C598 
were very shallow and narrow and were probably plough furrows and C161 and 
C384, as discussed above, may be the continuation of boundary ditches. The 
function of the other three ditches is not clear. 
 
4.17 GROUP 17: Boundary Ditches 
4.17.1 Subgroup {1031}: Boundary Ditches 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

13 Fill 64  0.11-
1.09m >45m 0.62-

2.8m 

NE-SW orientated ditch fill, of 
variable compaction and colour. 
Contained med pottery. 

Ditch fill runs 
NE-SW. B 

23 Fill 52  0.7m >45m 2m 
E-W linear of firm mid brown silt 
with inclusions of sub-angular 
stones. Same as C710 

Fill of large 
ditch, possibly a 
boundary runs 
E-W. 

B 

26 Fill 132  0.3m 22m 1.23m

N-S orientated linear of firm dark-
mid brown clay silt with no 
inclusions. It contained one piece 
of pottery. 

Fill of a large 
ditch runs N-S. B/C 

28 Fill 102  0.28m approx. 
24m 

0.75m
-1.5m 

Curvilinear of firm greyish 
black/dark brown sandy silt with 
occasional stones. 

Fill of a 
curvilinear ditch. B/C 

45 Fill 65  0.2m approx. 
11m 0.84m

NE-SW orientated linear of 
moderately firm yellowish brown 
sandy silt with no inclusions. 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. B 

52 Cut  23, 
710 0.67m >45m 2m 

E-W orientated linear with no 
corners with smooth concave 
sides and a rounded base. 

Cut of ditch. 
Possibly field 
boundary runs 
E-W. 

B 
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64 Cut  13 
0.11m
-
1.09m 

>45m 0.62-
2.8m 

NE-SW orientated linear cut of 
varying breaks of slope and 
steepness of side. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. B 

65 Cut  45 0.20m 11m 0,84m
N-E orientated linear cut of 
rounded corners with steep to 
gradual sides and flat base 

Cut of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. B 

66 Fill 67  0.14m 18.5m 1m 
N-E orientated linear of 
moderately firm black silty clay 
with charcoal inclusions 

fill of small ditch 
runs NE-SW. B 

67 Cut  66 0.14m 18.5m 1m N-E orientated linear cut of 
rounded corners, and a flat base 

Cut of a ditch 
runs NE-SW. B 

76 Cut  

86, 
87, 
88, 
254 

0.40m 10.5m 0.65-
1.30m

NE-SW orientated linear cut of 
rounded corners, with concave 
sides and flat of base. 

Cut of ditch runs 
NE-SW. B 

86 Fill 76  0.09m 10.5m 0.60m NE-SW orientated linear of firm 
yellowish grey clay. 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. B 

87 Fill 76  0.06m 3m 0.40m NE-SW orientated linear of firm 
brownish dark grey clay. 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. B 

88 Fill 76  0.07m 9m 0.75m

NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
dark grey/black silty clay with 
some charcoal and stones 
inclusions 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. B 

102 Cut  
28, 
187, 
448 

0.23m 24m 0.75-
1.50m

N-S linear cut of rounded corners, 
with irregular flat shape of base 

Cut of ditch runs 
N-S. B/C 

132 Cut  26 0.3m approx. 
22m 1.23m

N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners and gradual sides with a 
flat-irregular base. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs N-S. B/C 

187 Fill 102  0.25m 7m 0.75m
N-S orientated linear with soft 
blackish sandy clay, 95% 
charcoal. 

Charcoal fill of 
ditch runs N-S. B 

254 Stone 
Structure 76  0.3m 1m 0.9m 

Incomplete circle of angular 
stones, sometimes burnt, in a 
charcoal layer with patches of 
reddish burnt clay. 

Stone structure, 
possibly 
designed as a 
place for 
burning. 

B 

284 Fill 285  0.3m 20.5m 1.6m 

E-W orientated linear of loose/soft 
mid-brown clayish silt with 
inclusions of stones, infrequent 
charcoal and some pottery. 

Fill of a ditch 
runs E-W. C 

285 Cut  

284, 
485, 
489, 
505, 
723 

0.3m 20.5m 1.6m 
E-W orientated linear. With 
smooth concave sides and 
rounded concave base. 

Cut of a ditch 
runs E-W. C 

316 Cut  317 0.1m 16.3m 0.85m

This linear curves just SE of 
70E/140N. It curves from a N-S 
orientation to E-W. There are no 
corners The base is irregular and 
flat. 

Cut of a 
boundary ditch 
runs N-S from W 
baulk then 
curves to run 
east. 

C 

317 Fill 316  0.1m 16.3m 0.85m
Moderately firm mid brownish grey 
sandy clay soil with approximately 
10% stones. 

Fill of a 
boundary ditch 
runs N-S from W 
baulk then 
curves to run 
east. 

C 

448 Fill 102  0.06-
0.1m 0.1-0.98 0.19-

0.67 
E-W orientated linear of loose 
dark mid brown clay silt. 

Top fill of ditch 
runs E-W. B/C 

485 Stone 
layer 285  0.2m 2.1m 1.05m

E-W orientated irregular oval of 
stones with infrequent flecks of 
charcoal. 

Stone 
concentration in 
ditch. 

C 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme     Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd                                                                                                                             
 

68

489 Fill 285  0.05m 0.9m 0.6m 
E-W orientated oval of loose dark 
brownish red burnt silty clay with 
infrequent pebbles. 

Base of in-situ 
burning. C 

505 Stone 
layer 285  0.1m 1.2m 0.75m

E-W orientated irregular layer of 
stones ranging in size from 8-
20cm. Flecks of charcoal between 
stones. 

Concentration of 
stones in fill of 
ditch. 

C 

710 Fill 52  0.44m 4m 0.68m

E-W orientated linear of stiff mid 
grey very slightly silty clay with 
occasional small and medium 
stones, rare big stones, rare burnt 
and unburnt bone and rare 
ceramic. 

Same as 23. N/A 

723 Fill 285  0.1-
0.2m 3.42m 0.14-

0.22m E-W orientated linear of stones. Stone lining of 
285 runs E-W. C 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 
form etc) 

E3129:13:2,3 C13 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:13:1 C13 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:23:7,10,15,19,24,34 C23 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 
E3129:23:1-4,6,8,12-14, 
16-18,20-23,30-33,35, 
37-40,42-44 

C23 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:23:25-29 C23 Pottery Medieval Meath-type ware 

E3129:23:5 C23 Bone/Metal Medieval Bone handled knife 

E3129:23:9,45 C23 Metal Medieval Lead 

E3129:23:11 C23 Metal Medieval Iron piece 

E3129:23:36 C23 Flint PH? Broken scraper? 

E3129:23:41 C23 Metal Medieval Knife 

E3129:26:1 C26 Pottery Medieval Red sides. Black centre. 
Unglazed 

E3129:28:1 C28 Pottery L-Medieval Dark burnished red sherd. 
Glazed 

E3129:28:2 C28 Pottery L-Medieval Fine inclusions. Unglazed sherd

E3129:45:1,2,4 C45 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:45:3 C45 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:66:1,8 C66 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:66:2-5,7 C66 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:66:6 C66 Pottery Medieval Slipped Sherd 

E3129:88:1 C88 Pottery Medieval Darker on outside. Unglazed 

E3129:284:1-3,5,6,8 C284 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:284:4 C284 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:284:7 C284 Glass P-Medieval Clear. Scratched 

E3129:317:1,2 C317 Pottery Medieval Rim Sherds. Glazed 

E3129:448:1 C448 Metal Medieval Roof tile nail 

E3129:505:1 C505 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 

E3129:710:1,2 C710 Pottery Medieval Sherds 

 
Interpretation: 
Apart from the first phase ditches, there appeared to be nine boundary ditches on the 
site. The largest of these was C52 which ran east–west through the site and was up 
to 2.9m wide and over 2m deep in the baulks at the edge of the site (Figure 19, 
Plates 36 and 37). This ditch seemed to slightly post-date the main phase of activity 
on site. Parallel to this ditch but slightly further to the north ran ditches C64, C65 and 
C67. Ditch C64, the latest and largest of these ditches, started at the east side of the 
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site at 0.62m wide and 0.11m deep but increased in size as it ran across the site until 
it was 1.09m deep and 2.8m wide (Plate 38). There was a step in the base of the 
ditch about 7m from the west side of the site which would suggest it was not a 
drainage ditch. At this point the ditch also bent slightly to the south. It appeared that 
C65 and C67 were earlier and smaller versions of this ditch. There was nothing north 
of these ditches that appeared to relate to the kilns and animal-powered mill so one 
or more of these earlier boundaries may have been contemporary with those 
features. Ditch C285 also ran roughly parallel with these ditches in Area C north of 
C200, the road. Like C52 this ditch appears to be late in the life of the site and the 
two may be contemporary.  
 
Boundary ditch C102 ran into the site from the west and turned north after 
approximately 38m, terminating after a further 12m. It was cut through C76. C76 ran 
approximately 10m and was parallel to C132 which terminated next to, and ran 
parallel to the end of, C102. It also widened at the end and had evidence for burning 
in its terminal. It was cut away by the road and its associated ditches but may have 
continued as C161. The final boundary ditch was C316 which came into the site from 
the west heading north but turned to the east after 4m and continued for 11m where 
it terminated.  
 
Finds – ceramics: 
A total of 46 pieces of medieval pottery were found in this group firmly dating all of its 
features to the medieval period. Twelve of these were glazed, nine unglazed and two 
possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
Other Finds – two pieces of flint were found. One was considered to be a waste 
flake and the other appeared polished. These pieces await specialist examination. 
 
GROUP 17  Discussion: Boundary ditches 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

17 1031 Boundary Ditches Medieval Medieval Boundary Ditches 

 
As discussed above at the north end of the site there were a series of boundary 
ditches of which at least some appear related to the grain processing activity on the 
site (Figures 6 and 7). These seem to have been replaced by C52 which ran roughly 
parallel to C64 ranging 3.5m to 6.5m away from it to the south. It cuts Kiln A as well 
as several other features which suggests it was late compared to much of the rest of 
the site. C102 and C316 appear to respect one another and may well be 
contemporary. C102 also appears to cut through every feature it relates to and must 
be fairly late.  
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4.18 GROUP 18: Burnt Areas/Hearths 
 
4.18.1 Subgroup {1032}: Burnt Areas/Hearths 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

133       Same as 659. Same as 659. D 

134 Fill 687  0.08m 0.46m 0.45m
Circular feature of extremely 
compact red sandy soil with no 
inclusions. 

Red burnt clay 
of circular 
feature. 

E 

407 Fill 422  0.11m 0.75m 0.56m

E-W orientated oval of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay with 
inclusions of charcoal, stones and 
burnt clay. 

Fill of possible 
pit. C 

422 Cut  407 0.11m 0.75m 0.56m E-W orientated oval cut, sloping 
sides and tapered blunt/flat base. 

Cut of possible 
posthole. C 

642 Fill 643  0.02-
0.18m 3.2m 1.36m

E-W orientated oval of moderately 
firm greyish black sandy silt with 
approx. 10% charcoal and approx. 
6% stones. 

Fill of charcoal 
feature/spread. C 

643 Cut  642 0.02-
0.18m 3.2m 1.36m E-W orientated cut. The base is 

flat with deeper part of west side. 
Cut of charcoal 
feature/spread. C 

659 Fill 664  0.1m 1.2m 0.8m 

N-S orientated oval of moderately 
firm medium red sandy clay with 
15% burnt stones, 3% stones and 
5% charcoal. Same as 113. 

Fill of pit. D 

664 Cut  
659, 
665, 
113 

0.26m 1.2m 0.8m 

N-S orientated oval cut with 
concave sides to the S and 
stepped sides to the N and an 
irregular flat base. 

Cut of pit. D 

665 Fill 664  0.16m 1.2m 0.8m 

N-S orientated oval of moderately 
soft mid greenish brown sandy 
clay with 5% stones and 25% 
bones. 

Lower fill of a 
pit. D 

687 Cut  134 0.08m 0.46m 0.45m Circular cut with moderate sloping 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a circular 
feature. E 

688 Deposit   0.03m 0.1m 0.1m 
Circular layer, cut on S part. 
Extremely compact red sandy soil 
with no inclusions. 

Layer of red 
burnt clay. E 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:665:1 C665 Stone Medieval Possible grinding stone 

 
Interpretation: 
There were five features on the site which were considered to be hearths. C688 was 
a very small area of burnt clay 0.1m in diameter. It contained no finds and was not 
stratigraphically related to any other features. 0.5m to the north was C687 which was 
slightly bigger with a diameter of 0.45m, it too did not contain any finds and the 
purpose of both of these features is unknown.  
 
C664 had a red burnt clay bottom fill which contained a number of animal bones and 
a possible grinding stone. This would suggest it was used for either cooking or 
rubbish disposal. C643 was a large charcoal-rich feature that was very shallow and 
contained no finds. C407, the fill of C422, is a red burnt clay containing charcoal. 
Around it are several features that may be archaeological but are more likely burnt 
roots and this feature may be the result of land clearance.  
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Other Finds – A possible grinding stone was found within one of the hearths. This 
has still to be examined by a specialist. 
 
GROUP 18  Discussion: Burnt Areas/Hearths 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

18 1032 Burnt Areas/ Hearths Medieval Medieval Burnt Areas/Hearths 

 
This group of features seems to represent different occasions of burning around the 
site, probably mostly for cooking or waste disposal.  
 
4.19 GROUP 19: Deposits 
 
4:19:1 Subgroup {1033}: Deposits 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

8 Deposit   0.07m 0.35m 0.25m Sub-circular medium black sandy 
clay with charcoal inclusions. 

Charcoal 
spread. A 

41 Deposit   0.01m 0.58m 0.35m
N-S orientated oval spread of 
fairly loose black-mid brown silty 
sand with charcoal. 

Shallow 
charcoal spread 
over 9. 

B 

55 Deposit   0.03m 0.2m 0.2m 
N-S orientated oval spread of 
medium compaction black sandy 
clay with charcoal. 

Spread 
consisting of 
burnt soil. 

A 

374 Deposit   0.1m 1.45m 1.15m
E-W orientated oval of medium 
brown clay sand with charcoal 
inclusions. 

Charcoal rich 
spread. C 

389 Deposit   0.06m 0.36m 0.36m
Round shaped spread of medium 
compaction red/brown clay sand 
with charcoal inclusions. 

Spread of iron 
rich soil from a 
fire deposited on 
natural. 

C 

403 Deposit   0.18m 1.1m 0.9m 

E-W orientated irregular deposit of 
weakly cemented dark 
blackish/brown silty sand with 
occasional small stones and some 
charcoal flecks. 

Silty deposit with 
charcoal flecks. C 

472 Deposit   0.08m Unknow
n 0.89m

N-S orientated irregular linear of 
moderately firm, yellow-mid brown 
clay silt with approx 2% small 
stones. 

Spread, mixture 
of topsoil and fill 
234 of ditch 235. 

D 

630 Stone 
layer   0.1-

0.2m 4.3m 1.8m 
N-S orientated oval of stones of 
varying sizes, in a dense 
concentration. 

Concentration of 
stones. E 

675 Deposit   0.1m 3.2m 0.5-
1.5m 

N-S orientated irregular layer of 
loose mid grey-mid brownish grey 
silt with occasional pebbles and 
infrequent flecks of charcoal. 

Deposited layer. E 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:403:1 C403 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

 
Interpretation: 
C8 and C55 were very close to one another and were both very shallow small 
spreads of charcoal which were probably caused by small scale burning. (C41 was 
only 0.01m deep and appears to be the same type of feature. C374 and C389 were 
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together in one burnt spread although there was no evidence of in situ burning. C403 
was 0.18m deep and again appears to be another charcoal-rich spread with no sign 
of in situ burning. C472 which is cut by C235 was only 0.07m deep and was probably 
a small area of top soil left on the site. C630 and C675 were two fills that lay over 
C362, a furrow, and C621 a large pit that contained a lot of burnt material.  
 
Finds –- ceramics: 
Seven pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup dating two features to 
the medieval period. Four pieces were glazed. The pieces await specialist 
examination. 
 
GROUP 19 Discussion: Deposits 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

19 1033 Deposits Medieval Medieval Deposits 

 
In this group there are six small charcoal-rich burnt spreads C8, C55, C41, C374, 
C389, and C403. There are no signs of in situ burning so these may represent 
ephemeral periods of clearance or waste dumping.  
 
4.20 GROUP 20: Miscellaneous Possible Features 
 
4:20:1 Subgroup {1034}: Miscellaneous Possible Features 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

409 Fill 414  0.09m 0.23m 0.17m
Oval/circular feature of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay with flecks 
of charcoal and 5-20cm stones. 

Fill of a 
posthole. C 

414 Cut  409 0.09m 0.23m 0.17m Circular/oval cut, concave sides 
and a tapered point base. 

Cut of a 
posthole. C 

415 Fill 416  0.11m 0.14m 0.14m
Circular feature of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay with flecks 
of charcoal and 5-10cm stones. 

Fill of stakehole. C 

416 Cut  415 0.11m 0.14m 0.14m Circular cut with concave sides 
and a tapered rounded base. 

Cut of 
stakehole. C 

451 Fill 460  0.13m 0.62m 0.55m
N-S orientated oval of loose light 
greyish brown sandy silt with 
occasional flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of possible 
shallow pit or 
natural 
indentation. 

C 

460 Cut  451 0.13m 0.68m 0.55m
N-S orientated oval cut with 
irregular sides and an irregular 
base. 

Cut of shallow 
pit. C 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
C416 and C414 were located together on the site. At the time of excavation it was 
not clear whether they represented a stakehole and posthole next to a hearth C422 
or whether they were roots burnt perhaps during land clearance. A lack of finds 
combined with irregular shape would suggest the latter. 
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C460 filled by C451 is a very shallow irregular feature only 4m away from C416 and 
C414 and appeared to be more burnt roots. 
 
GROUP 20  Discussion: Miscellaneous Possible Features  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

20 1034 Miscellaneous Possible 
Features  Medieval Medieval Miscellaneous 

Possible Features 
 
The likelihood is that the features above represent land clearance/root burning. 
 
4.21 GROUP 21: Furrows 
 
4:21:1 Subgroup {1035}: Furrows Area A 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

4 Fill 71  0.15m 4.25m 0.62-
1.33m

Curving from EW orientation to 
NW direction, narrower to E. 
Loosely compacted mid yellowish 
brown silty sand. Inclusions of 
charcoal and pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. A 

5 Fill 54  0.14m 12.86m 0.4m E/W linear fill of furrow/drain. Mod 
firm yellow-light brown sandy silt Fill of furrow. A 

9 Fill 123  0.1m 7.15m 0.71m
Linear NE-SW firm brown sandy 
clay. Parallel to and same as C10 
and C11 

Fill of furrow. A 

10 Fill 135  0.08m 6.46m 
NE-SW 

0.53m 
NW-
SE 

Linear NE-SW firm brown sandy 
clay. Parallel to and same as C9 
and C11 

Fill of furrow. A 

11 Fill 58  0.15m 32.5m 1.22m
Linear N-S orientated loose soft 
yellow-brown sandy clay with occ 
flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. A 

54 Cut  5 0.03-
0.14m 12.86m 0.3-

0.4m 

E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and an irregular flat 
base. 

Cut of furrow. A 

58 Cut  11 0.15m 32.5m 1.22m

N-S orientated linear with gradual 
sloping sides on the West and 
irregular concave sides on the 
East and an irregular concave 
base. 

Cut of furrow. A 

71 Cut  4 0.03-
0.15m 0.65m 0.59m E-W orientated rectangular cut 

with concave base. Cut of furrow. A 

123 Cut  9 0.10m 7.15m 0.71m
NE-SW orientated linear cut of 
rounded corners,  and uneven 
sides and base. 

Cut of furrow. A 

135 Cut  10 0.08m 6.46m 
NE-SW 

0.53m 
NW-
SE 

NE-SW orientated linear with 
uneven sides and an uneven 
base. 

Cut of furrow. A 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:9:1 C9 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:123:1,2 C123 Pottery Medieval Black patch. Unglazed 

 
Interpretation: 
These furrows represent the latest phase of the site and cut through most other 
features. The majority run north–south or east–west, and represent one phase of 
cultivation on site. 
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Finds – ceramics: 
Three pieces of medieval pottery were found in this subgroup firmly dating nine 
features to the medieval period. Twelve pieces were glazed, nine unglazed and two 
possibly glazed. The pieces await specialist examination. 
 
4:21:2 Subgroup {1036}: Furrows Area B 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

19 Fill 91  0.06-
0.28m c. 32m 0.08-

0.32m

E-W orientated linear of loose 
yellowish brown sandy silt, some 
charcoal. Cuts 43. 

Fill of furrow. B 

29 Fill 106  0.25m 18m 0.7m 
N-S orientated linear of loose light 
brown greyish silt sand with small 
and medium pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. B 

34 Fill 120  0.09m 5.8m 0.27m
N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
brownish sandy clay and <30% 
stones 

Fill of furrow. B/C 

42 Fill 587  0.15m 3.3m 0.77m

E-W orientated linear of loose light 
reddish brown silty sand with a 
few stones and a few flecks of 
charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. B 

43 Fill 74  0.3m 2.1m 0.4m 
NW-SE orientated linear of 
compact dark brown sandy soil 
with charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. B 

46 Fill 96  0.1m 9m 0.7m 
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
mid brown light greyish silty sand 
with >2% small pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. B 

51 Fill 138  0.09m 3.6m 0.64m
E-W orientated linear of medium 
firm grey brown silty clay with 
occasional small stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

56 Fill 97  0.1m 17m 1.3m 
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
greyish brown silty clay with small 
cobbles and pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. B 

74 Cut  43 0.30m 2.10m 0.40m NW-SE orientated linear cut with 
flat base. Cut of furrow. B 

91 Cut  19 0.06-
0.28m 32m 0.08-

0.32m
E-W orientated linear cut with 
rounded corners, and flat base. Cut of furrow. B 

96 Cut  46 0.10m 9m 0.70m SW-NE orientated linear cut with 
irregular sides and base. Cut of furrow. B 

97 Cut  56 0.10m 17m 1.30m
NE-SW orientated linear cut with 
straight sides and irregular flat 
base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

106 Cut  29 0.25m 0.18m 0.70m N-S linear cut, irregular sides and 
U-shaped of base. Cut of furrow. B 

120 Cut  34 0.09m 5.80m 0.27m
N-S orientated linear cut of 
rounded corners, concave sides 
and flat base. 

Cut of furrow. B/C 

136 Fill 137  0.1m 1.4m 0.4m E-W orientated linear of firm mid 
brown sandy clay with 2% stones. Fill of furrow. B 

137 Cut  136 0.1m 1.4m 0.4m 
E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and a flat/rough 
base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

138 Cut  51 0.09m 3.6m 0.64m E-W orientated linear with gradual 
sides, and a concave base. Cut of furrow. D 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme     Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd                                                                                                                             
 

75

174 Fill 175  0.2m 3.8m 0.88m
N-S orientated linear of loose dark 
brown sandy clay with <20% 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

175 Cut  174 0.2m 3.8m 0.88m
N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners, concave sides and a flat 
base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

269 Fill 270  0.05m 5m 0.4m 
E-W orientated linear of soft mid 
greyish brown silty clay with 20% 
small stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

270 Cut  269 0.05m 5m 0.4m 
E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and an irregular, 
uneven base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

271 Fill 272  0.11m 2.6m 0.5m 

N-S orientated linear of soft mid 
greyish brown yellow silty clay 
with 2% charcoal and 2% small 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

272 Cut  271 0.11m 2.6m 0.5m N-S orientated linear with concave 
sides and an uneven base. Cut of furrow. B 

313 Fill 324  0.15m 1m 0.4m 
N-S orientated linear of soft light 
greyish brown sandy clay with no 
inclusions. 

Furrow, Same 
as 14. B 

324 Cut  313 0.15m 1m 0.4m N-S Linear. It has concave sides 
and a flat base. 

Furrow, the 
same as 641. B 

473 Fill 477  0.05-
0.2m 4.4m 0.7m 

N-S orientated linear of loose 
yellowish mid brown sandy silt 
with many small stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

477 Cut  473 0.05-
0.2m 4.4m 0.7m 

N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners. It has gradual sides and 
an irregular flat base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

587 Cut  42 0.15m 3.3m 0.47m
E-W orientated linear with rather 
pointed corners,, gradually sloping 
sides and a linear concave base. 

Cut of furrow. B 

628 Fill 633  0.21m 2m 0.84m
N-S orientated linear of loose 
yellow sand, brown soil and black 
charcoal with small stones. 

Fill of furrow. B 

633 Cut  628 0.21m 2m 0.84m N-S orientated linear with gradual 
sides and a flat base. Cut of furrow. B 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:19:1,5,6,8,9 C19 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:19:2 C19 Lead  Piece of lead 

E3129:19:3,7 C19 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:19:4 C19 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:29:1,3,5,6 C29 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:29:2,4,7 C29 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:46:1,2,4,5 C46 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:46:3 46 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:51:1 C51 Flint PH Flint Flake 

E3129:51:2 C51 Pottery PH Small piece 

E3129:56:1 C56 Flint PH? Debitage 

E3129:56:2,3,5,6 C56 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:56:4 C56 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:174:1 C174 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:313:1 C313 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 
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Interpretation: 
Some of the plough furrows in this area contained possible prehistoric finds. It is 
likely that this material has been picked up by the plough as these seem to represent 
the latest phase of activity on the site. The majority of furrows run north–south or 
east–west. 
 
4:21:3 Subgroup {1037}: Furrows Area C 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

182 Fill 183  0.15m 
max 8.05m 1m 

N-S orientated linear of fairly loose 
mid-dark brown silty sand with 
inclusions of stones 10-20% and 
flecks of charcoal 2.5%. 

Fill of furrow. B/C 

183 Cut  182 0.15m 
max 8.05m 1m N-S orientated linear cut with 

uneven sides and base. Cut of furrow. B/C 

202 Fill 203  0.16m 10.75m 0.58m

NE-SW orientated linear of semi 
compact to loose grey sandy soil 
with small flecks of charcoal and a 
lot of stones. 

Fill of a furrow. C 

203 Cut  202 0.16m 10.75m 0.58m
NE-SW orientated linear with 
slightly concave sides with an 
irregular-concave base. 

Cut of a furrow. C 

227 Fill 261  
0.05m
-
0.14m 

5.3m 0.5m 
N-S orientated linear of loose-
medium brown silty clay with 
some small stones. 

Fill of a furrow. C 

231 Fill 300  0.05m 1.4m 0.25m

N-S orientated linear of soft, loose 
medium greyish brown sandy soil 
with small flecks of charcoal and 
few sub rounded pebbles. 

Fill of a furrow. C/D 

248 Cut  249 0.05m 1.75m 0.3m 
NW-SE orientated linear with 
straight sloping-irregular sides and 
a flat to irregular base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

249 Fill 248  0.05m 1.75m 0.3m 

NW-SE orientated linear of 
loose/soft medium brownish grey 
sandy soil with few flecks of 
charcoal and some pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. C 

250 Cut  251 0.02-
0.04m 2.65m 0.17m

NW-SE orientated linear with 
straight sloping-irregular sides and 
a flat to irregular base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

251 Fill 250  0.02-
0.04m 2.65m 0.17m

NW-SE orientated linear of soft 
medium brownish grey sandy soil 
with few flecks of charcoal and 
some pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. C 

252 Cut  253 0.02-
0.04m 3m 0.22m

NW-SE orientated linear. It has 
irregular sides and a flat to 
irregular base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

253 Fill 252  0.02-
0.04m 3m 0.22m

NW-SE orientated linear of soft 
medium brownish grey sandy soil 
with few flecks of charcoal and 
some pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. C 

261 Cut  227 
0.05m
-
0.14m 

5.3m 0.5m N-S orientated linear with a 
concave base. Cut of furrow. C 

264 Fill 265  0.05m 1.65m 0.2m 
N-S orientated linear of moderate 
firm brown silty clay with >5% 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. C 

265 Cut  264 0.05m 1.65m 0.2m N-S orientated linear with gradual 
sides and a concave base. Cut of furrow. C 
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275 Fill 301  0.05m 2.1m 0.27m

E-W orientated linear of soft loose 
medium greyish brown sandy soil 
with small flecks of charcoal and 
sub rounded pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. C 

277 Cut  278 0.07m 8.5m 0.38m
N-S orientated linear. It has steep 
to sloping concave sides and a 
tapered to flat base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

278 Fill 277  0.07m 8.5m 0.38m
N-S orientated linear of semi 
compact light grey sandy clay with 
very small inclusions of charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. D 

286       Same as 301  C 

300 Cut  231 0.05m 1.4m 0.25m
N-S orientated linear with very 
irregular shaped base. It is cut by 
203. 

Cut of furrow 
same as 120. C/D 

301 Cut  275 0.05m 2.1m 0.27m

E-W orientated linear with no 
corners. The base ranged from 
irregular to rounded, concave. It 
cuts 302. 

Cut of furrow. C 

387 Fill 388  0.15m 2.23m 0.83m
E-W orientated linear of medium 
brownish yellow sandy clay with 
10% stones. 

Fill of furrow. C 

388 Cut  387 0.15m 2.23m 0.83m
E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and a concave 
base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

411 Fill 412  0.04m 2.6m 0.2m 
N-S orientated linear of loose light 
greyish brown sandy silt with no 
inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. C 

412 Cut  411 0.07m 2.1m 0.25m

N-S orientated linear with 
irregular/rounded corners with 
concave sides and a flat-irregular 
base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

474 Fill 475  0.1m 1.2m 0.4m 
E-W orientated circular feature of 
firm brownish sand, with no 
inclusions. 

Fill of possible 
furrow. C 

475 Cut  474 0.1m 1.2m 0.4m 
E-W orientated circular cut with 
concave sides and a concave 
base. 

Cut of possible 
furrow. C 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:182:1 C182 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:182:2 C182 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:202:1,2 C202 Pottery Medieval Red. Glazed 

E3129:203:1 C203 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:227:1 C227 Pottery P-Medieval Fine. Dark glaze on one side 

E3129:227:2 C227 Pottery Medieval Possibly Slipped. Unglazed 

 
Interpretation: 
These furrows represent the latest phase of the site and cut through most other 
features. This shows that the site has been used for tillage purposes in the past, as 
indeed it was up until just before the excavation. The majority of the furrows run 
north–south or east–west. 
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4:21:4 Subgroup {1038}: Furrows Area D 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

108 Cut  109 0.20m 3.30m 0.52m E-W linear cut of gradual break of 
slope, straight sides and flat base. Cut of furrow. D 

109 Fill 108  0.17m 3.30m 0.52m
E-W linear loose black silty clay 
with approximately 95 % of 
charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. D 

110 Cut  111 0.19m 9.25m 0.60m N-S linear cut with rounded sides 
and flat base. Cut of furrow. D 

111 Fill 110  0.09m 9.25m 0.60m
N-S linear feature of loose black 
silty clay with approximately 90% 
charcoal. 

Fill of furrow. 
The same as 
590 and 233. 

D 

112 Cut  113 0.19m 7.15m 0.31m E-W linear cut of rounded corners, 
vertical sides and flat base. 

Cut of furrow. 
The same as 
288 and 592. 

D 

113 Fill 112  0.10m 7.15m 0.31m E-W linear feature of loose brown 
silty clay. Fill of furrow. D 

114 Cut  115 0.10m 9.05m 0.33m N-S orientated linear cut, rounded 
sides and irregular base. 

Cut of furrow. 
The same as 
130. 

D 

115 Fill 114  0.05m 9.05m 0.33m N-S orientated feature of loose 
black silty clay. 

Fill of furrow. 
The same as 
131. 

D 

117 Cut  141 0.23m  0.64m
S-N orientated linear cut with 
concave sides and half circular 
shape of base. 

Cut of linear 
feature. Poss 
furrow. 

D 

121 Cut  122 0.17m 20m 0.53m NE-SW orientated cut with 
concave sides and rounded base. 

Cut of furrow 
runs NE-SW 
same as 299. 

D 

122 Fill 121  0.17m 20m 0.53m

NE-SW orientated linear medium 
loose brown/grey silty clay with 
some medium sized stones and 
charcoal inclusions. 

Fill of furrow 
runs NE-SW 
same as 340. 

D 

130 Cut  131 0.10m 0.46m 0.30m
N-S orientated linear cut with 
vertical sides and irregular shape 
of base. 

Cut of a ditch or 
a furrow. The 
same as 114. 

D 

131 Fill 130  0.10m 0.46m 0.30m N-S orientated linear of loose grey 
silty soil with no inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. 
The same as 
115. 

D 

141 Fill 117  0.23m ? 0.64m

Moderately compact brownish 
grey silty clay, partially charcoal 
stained and contains approx. 10% 
charcoal and occasional angular 
stones (3-6cm). 

Fill of linear. 
Poss. furrow. D 

144 Cut  145 0.36m 1.09m 0.17m
E-W sub oval cut with no corners, 
concave sides and a rounded 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

145 Fill 144  0.36m 1.09m 0.17m
E-W orientated sub oval of 
medium compaction mid brown 
silty with some stones. 

Fill of furrow. D 

152 Fill 153  0.05m 0.21m 0.32m N-S orientated linear of loose 
brown silty clay with no inclusions. Fill of furrow. D 

153 Cut  152 0.05m 0.21m 0.32m

N-S orientated linear with sharp 
sides to the West and vertical 
sides at the East. The base is 
irregular. 

Cut of furrow. D 
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167 Cut  168 0.1m 4.2m 0.45m
E-W orientated linear with fairly 
square corners, gradual sides and 
a generally flat base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

168 Fill 167  0.1m 4.2m 0.45m
E-W orientated linear of loose 
brown sandy silt small-large 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. D 

213 Cut  214 0.17m 4.2m 0.53m E-W orientated linear. The sides 
are concave, as is the base. Cut of a furrow. D 

214 Fill 213  0.17m 4.2m 0.53m E-W orientated linear of loose 
blackish brown silty sand. Fill of a furrow. D 

215 Cut  216 0.19m 4.16m 0.45m E-W orientated linear. The sides 
are concave, as is the base. Cut of a furrow. D 

216 Fill 215  0.19m 4.16m 0.45m E-W orientated linear of loose 
blackish brown silty sand. Fill of a furrow. D 

221 Cut  222 0.2m 1.97m 0.36m E-W orientated linear, the sides 
are vertical, the base is concave. Cut of a furrow. D 

222 Fill 221  0.2m 1.97m 0.36m

E-W orientated linear of moderate 
firm medium grey brown sandy 
silt, inclusions of occasional small 
stones. 

Fill of a furrow. D 

223 Fill 224  0.03m 9.5m 0.2m E-W orientated linear of moderate 
firm dark brown silty sand. Fill of a furrow. C 

224 Cut  223 0.03m 9.5m 0.2m E-W orientated linear with gradual 
sides, the base is concave. Cut of a furrow. C 

232 Fill 256  
0.01m
-
0.02m 

11.27m 
0.25m
-
0.55m

E-W orientated linear of semi 
compact light grey sandy clay with 
few very small charcoal inclusions.

Fill of a furrow. D 

233 Fill 288  
0.01m
-
0.06m 

3.64m 0.55m

N-S orientated linear of semi 
compact mid grey sandy clay with 
inclusions of small pieces of 
charcoal and small stones. 

Fill of a furrow. 
The same as 
111 and 590. 

D 

256 Cut  232 0.02m 11.27m 0.25-
0.55m

E-W orientated linear with straight 
sloping sides and an irregular 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

288 Cut  233 
0.01m
-
0.06m 

3.64m 0.55m N-S orientated linear with irregular 
sides and a very irregular base. 

Cut of a furrow. 
The same as 
110 and 592. 

D 

299 Fill 340  0.07m 1.5m 0.4m 
E-W orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay with no 
inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. D 

307 Fill 308  0.14m 7.1m 0.45m
N-S orientated linear of loose light 
greyish brown sandy silt with 
occasional sub angular stones. 

Fill of furrow. D 

308 Cut  307 0.14m 7.1m 0.45m

N-S orientated linear with no 
corners. The sides are concave 
and the base is irregular and flat. 
It is cut by 299 and 467. 

Cut of furrow. D 

309 Fill 423  0.23m 18.5m 0.71m
NNE-SSW orientated linear of 
fairly loose mid dark brown sandy 
silt with stones and pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

310 Fill 341  0.03m 1.6m 0.31m
E-W orientated linear with loose 
mid greyish brown clayish silt soil 
with no inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. D 

332 Fill 455  0.18m 4.8m 0.85m

NE-SW linear with medium loose 
dark grey silty clay containing 
medium sized stones, bones, 
charcoal and pottery. 

Fill of furrow. D 

340 Cut  299 0.07m 1.5m 0.4m E-W linear with concave sides and 
an uneven base. 

Cut of furrow 
same as 121. D 
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341 Cut  310 0.03m 1.6m 0.31m E-W linear with smooth concave 
sides and a rounded base. Cut of furrow. D 

423 Cut  309 0.23m 18.5m 0.8m 
NNE-SSW orientated linear with 
concave sides and a 
tapered/rounded base. 

Cut of furrow. D/E 

424 Fill 423  0.07m Unknow
n 0.47m

NNE-SSW orientated layer of fairy 
loose light brown sandy silt 
containing some bone. 

Layer in a ditch 
runs NNE-SSW. D 

452 Fill 453  0.12m 0.9m 0.14m

N-S orientated linear of medium 
loose brown silty clay with 
infrequent medium sized stones 
and some bone. 

Bottom fill of 
furrow. D 

453 Cut  452 0.12m 0.9m 0.14m
N-S orientated linear with concave 
sides and a rounded irregular 
base. 

Cut of furrow 
into cut 110. C 

455 Cut  332 0.18m 4.85m 
(visible) 0.95m

NE-SW orientated linear with 
concave sides and a rounded 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

467 Fill 468  0.11m 7.5m 1m 

E-W orientated linear of loose 
medium greyish brown silty clay 
with frequent stones of varying 
size. 

Fill of furrow. 
The same as 
580. 

D 

468 Cut  467 0.11m 7.5m 1m 
E-W orientated linear with 
concave sides and a tapered 
base. 

Cut of a furrow. 
The same as 
581. 

D 

470 Fill 455  0.09m 4.85m 0.28m
NE-SW orientated linear of 
medium loose greyish silty clay 
with some stones. 

Fill of ditch runs 
NE-SW. D 

476 Fill 482  0.08m 2.95m 0.18m
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
black/dark grey silty clay with 
bone and small stones. 

Fill of furrow. D 

480 Fill 481  0.14m 6.3m 0.89m

E-W orientated loose dark 
yellowish brown silty sand with 
<5% flecks of charcoal and 12% 
stones up to 5cm. 

Fill of furrow. C 

481 Cut  480 0.14m 6.3m 0.89m
E-W orientated sub-oval with 
rounded corners, gradual sloping 
sides and a fairly flat base. 

Cut of furrow. C 

482 Cut  476 0.08m 2.95m 0.18m
NE-SW orientated linear with 
concave sides and a rounded 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

500 Fill 501  0.06m 2.5m 0.2m 

N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown sandy clay with 
occasional small to medium 
pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

501 Cut  500 0.06m 2.5m 0.2m N-S orientated linear. Vertical 
sides and a tapered base. Cut of furrow. D 

502 Fill 503  0.06m 2m 0.68m
NE-SW orientated linear of loose 
mid to dark grey silty clay with 
occasional small pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

503 Cut  502 0.06m 2m 0.68m
NE-SW orientated linear with 
concave sides and a tapered 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

533 Fill 534  0.23m 5.4m 0.55m
E-W orientated linear of firm 
brownish yellow sandy clay with 
some stones. 

Fill of a linear 
feature runs E-
W. 

D 

534 Cut  533 0.23m 5.4m 0.55m E-W orientated linear cut with 
concave sides and a flat base. 

Cut of linear 
feature runs E-
W. 

D 

538 Fill 539  0.04m 1.55m 0.25m
E-W orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silt with infrequent 
pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 
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539 Cut  538 0.05m 1.55m 0.25m

E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners. The sides are 
concave-irregular in N part and 
the base is rounded concave. 

Cut of furrow. D 

542 Fill 543  0.1m 18m min 0.5m 

N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
brown silt with frequent stones 
and scarce flecks of charcoal. One 
piece of pottery was in the fill. 

Fill of furrow. D 

543 Cut  542 0.11m 18m min 0.5m 

N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners, smooth concave sides 
and rounded concave, close to flat 
base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

544 Fill 545  0.3m 6.7m 0.45m
N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
brown silt with a moderate amount 
of pebbles. 

Fill of shallow 
furrow. The 
same as 599. 

D 

545 Cut  544 0.3m 6.7m 0.45m

N-S orientated linear with 
imperceptible corners, vague 
concave, if perceptible sides and a 
rounded to flat base. 

Cut of furrow. 
The same as 
600. 

D 

546 Fill 547  0.09m 1.55m 0.25m

ENE-WSW orientated linear of 
loose mid brownish grey-light 
blackish grey silt with 
disintegrated charcoal and 
infrequent pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

547 Cut  546 0.09m 1.55m 0.25m

ENE-WSW orientated linear with 
almost imperceptible corners, 
gradual irregular sides and a 
rounded concave, at places 
almost flat base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

548 Fill 549  0.03m 2.1m 0.3m 
ESE-WNW orientated linear of 
soft mid greyish brown silt with 
occasional random pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

549 Cut  548 0.03m 2.1m 0.3m 

ESE-WNW orientated linear with 
imperceptible corners. The sides 
are concave and slightly irregular 
and the base is concave, almost 
flat. 

Cut of furrow. D 

551 Fill 552  0.4m 2m 0.25m
N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silt with infrequent 
random pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. D 

552 Cut  551 0.5m 2m 0.25m

N-S orientated linear with 
imperceptible corners to the North 
and rounded corners to the South, 
concave, fairly regular sides and a 
rounded concave base. 

Cut of furrow. D 

580 Fill 581  0.19m 6.6m 0.45m

E-W orientated linear of loose to 
soft mid brown to mid greyish 
brown silt with frequent stones 
and infrequent flecks of charcoal. 

Fill of a furrow. 
The same as 
467. 

D 

581 Cut  580 0.19m 6.6m 0.45m

E-W orientated linear cut with 
rounded corners. The sides are 
steep concave and the base is 
rounded concave. 

Cut of a furrow. 
The same as 
468. 

D 

590 Fill 592  0.15m 1.3m 0.6-
1.2m 

N-S orientated linear of compact-
very compact semi brown sandy 
clay with charcoal and small 
stones. 

Fill of a shallow 
furrow. The 
same as 111 
and 233. 

D 

592 Cut  590 0.15m 1.3m 0.6-
1.2m 

N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners on the South end, uneven 
sides and an uneven base. 

Cut of a shallow 
furrow. The 
same as 110 
and 288. 

D 

707 Fill 708  0.22m 20m 1m 

N-S orientated linear of 
loose/friable brown silty clay with 
occasional small and medium 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. D 
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708 Cut  707 0.22m 20m 1m N-S orientated linear with steep 
sides and a flat base. 

Cut of a furrow. 
Cuts field 
boundary and 
truncated 
medieval road. 

D 

724 Fill 725  0.2m >14m 1m 

N-S orientated linear of 
loose/friable mid brown clay silt 
with occasional small stones and 
medium roots. 

Fill of furrow. D 

725 Cut  724 0.2m >14m 1m N-S orientated linear with gradual 
sloping sides and a flat base. Cut of furrow. D 

726 Fill 727  0.07m 7m 0.9m 
N-S orientated linear mid brown 
clay silt with occasional small 
stones and roots. 

Fill of a furrow. D 

727 Cut  726 0.07m 7m 0.9m N-S orientated linear gradual 
sloping sides and a flat base. Cut of furrow. D 

728 Fill 729  0.08m 6.2m 0.8m 

N-S orientated linear of 
loose/friable mid brown clay silt 
with occasional small stones and 
medium roots. 

Fill of furrow. D 

729 Cut  728 0.08m 6.2m 0.8m N-S orientated linear with gradual 
sloping sides and a flat base. Cut of furrow. D 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form 
etc) 

E3129:122:1,4,5,8, C122 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 
E3129:122:2,3, 
6,7,9-11,13 C122 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:122:12 C122 Pottery Medieval Possibly Glazed 

E3129:152:1,2 C152 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:232:1 C232 Pottery Medieval Red. Unglazed 

E3129:299:1 C299 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:299:2 C299 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:309:1 C309 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:309:2-6 C309 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:332:1 C332 Ceramic Medieval Possible roof tile fragment 

E3129:332:2,3 C332 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:332:4,5 C332 Pottery Medieval Possible spots of glaze 

E3129:452:1,2 C452 Pottery Medieval Base Sherds 

E3129:467:1-3 C467 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:542:1 C542 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:542:2,3 C542 Metal Medieval Iron piece 

E3129:542:4 C542 Metal Medieval Iron knife blade 

E3129:542:5 C542 Pottery P-Medieval Rim Sherd 

E3129:542:6 C542 Metal P-Medieval Iron knife blade 

E3129:542:7-10 C542 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:580:1 C580 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 

 
Interpretation: 
These furrows represent the latest phase of the site and cut through most other 
features. This shows that the site has been used for tillage in the past as it was 
indeed up until just before this excavation. The majority ran north–south or east–west 
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4:21:5 Subgroup {1039}: Furrows Area E 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

361 Fill 362  0.2m max 
2.4m 0.55m

E-W orientated sub oval of 
medium compaction brownish 
grey silty clay with medium sized 
sub-angular stones. 

Fill of a 
trench/pit. E 

362 Cut  361 0.2m max 
2.4m 0.55m

E-W orientated sub oval feature 
with concave sides and a rounded 
base. 

Cut of a 
trench/pit. E 

372 Fill 373  0.18m 1.3m 0.25m
N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silt with occasional 
pebbles. 

Fill of furrow. E 

373 Cut  372 0.18m 1.3m 0.25m
N-S orientated linear with concave 
sides and a rounded concave 
base. 

Cut of a furrow. E 

571 Cut  572 0.16m 6.9m 0.58m N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners and concave sides. Cut of furrow. E 

572 Fill 571  0.16m 6.9m 0.58m
N-S orientated linear of compact 
brown sandy clay with 15% 
stones. 

Fill of furrow. E 

588 Cut  589 0.2m 8.2m 0.78m N-S orientated linear with rounded 
corners and concave sides. Cut of furrow. E 

589 Fill 588  0.2m 8.2m 0.78m
N-S orientated linear of compact 
brown sandy clay with no 
inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. E 

599 Fill 600  0.11m 7.45m 0.44m N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay. 

Fill of possible 
furrow. The 
same as 544. 

E 

600 Cut  599 0.11m 7.45m 0.44m N-S orientated linear. The sides 
and the base are both concave. 

Cut of possible 
furrow. The 
same as 545. 

E 

610 Cut  611 0.06m 6.95m 0.52m N-S orientated linear with round 
corners, with concave sides. Cut of furrow. E 

611 Fill 610  0.06m 6.95m 0.52m
N-S orientated linear of compact 
brown sandy clay with no 
inclusions. 

Fill of furrow. E 

614 Fill 617  0.11m 5.5m 0.55m
E-W orientated linear of fairly 
loose-loose mid greyish brown 
silty sand with <40% stones. 

Fill of furrow. E 

615 Fill 618  0.05m 1.65m 0.42m
N-S orientated linear of fairly loose 
mid brown silty sand with stones 
and recent roots. 

Fill of furrow. E 

616 Fill 619  0.1m 2.65m 0.47m
E-W orientated linear of loose mid 
greyish brown silty clay with <20% 
small stones. 

Fill of furrow. E 

617 Cut  614 0.11m 5.5m 0.55m
E-W orientated linear with 
rounded corners, fairly vertical 
sides and a slight concave base. 

Cut of furrow. E 

618 Cut  615 0.05m 1.65m 0.42m

N-S orientated linear with pointed 
corners to the North and rounded 
corners on the South part. 
Gradual sloping sides and a linear 
irregular base. 

Cut of furrow. E 

619 Cut  616 0.1m 2.65m 0.47m
E-W orientated linear with round 
corners, gradual sides and a flat 
base. 

Cut of furrow. E 
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631 Fill 
632 
(37
3) 

 0.17m 3.7m 0.34m
N-S orientated linear of loose mid 
grey silt with flecks of charcoal 
and pebbles. 

Fill of re-cut 
furrow. E 

632 Cut  631 0.17m 3.7m 0.34m

N-S orientated linear with 
imperceptible corners to the North 
and rounded corners to the South, 
concave sides and a rounded 
concave base. 

Cut of furrow, 
partial re-cut of 
371. 

E 

 
Finds:  
 

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:362:1 C362 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Possibly glazed. 

E3129:572:1 C572 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 

E3129:572:2,3 C572 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:589:1 C589 Pottery Medieval   

E3129:589:2 C589 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherd 

E3129:589:3 C589 Pottery LM/PM Glazed Sherd 

 
Interpretation: 
These furrows represent the latest phase of the site and cut through most other 
features. This shows that the site has been used in the past for tillage, as it was up 
until just before this excavation, and has been ploughed on several occasions. The 
majority of the furrows ran north–south or east–west. 
 
GROUP 21  Discussion: Furrows  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

21 1035 Furrows Area A    Medieval, Post-Medieval Medieval, 
Post-Medieval Furrows 

21 1036 Furrows Area B Medieval, Post-Medieval Medieval, 
Post-Medieval Furrows 

21 1037 Furrows Area C Medieval, Post-Medieval Medieval, 
Post-Medieval Furrows 

21 1038 Furrows Area D Medieval, Post-Medieval Medieval, 
Post-Medieval Furrows 

21 1039 Furrows Area E Medieval, Post-Medieval Medieval, 
Post-Medieval Furrows 

 
These furrows show us that the site has been used in the past for tillage, from the 
medieval period at least, and indeed up until just before this excavation. 
 
4.22 GROUP 22: Unexcavated Features 
 
4:22:1 Subgroup {1040}: Unexcavated Features 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

257 Fill 258  0.29m 

Unknow
n (cut 
into 
baulk) 

0.32m

Feature cut into baulk, extending 
beyond CPO. Moderately firm 
dark brown-black silty clay with 
inclusions of charcoal. 

Fill of charcoal 
pit in baulk. B 

258 Cut  257 0.29m 

Unknow
n (cut 
into 
baulk) 

0.32m
Feature cut into baulk. The sides 
are gradual and the base is 
tapered. 

Cut of charcoal 
pit in baulk. B 

273 Fill 274     Unexcavated Shallow furrow. B 
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274 Cut  273    Unexcavated Shallow furrow. B 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
C258 was the cut of a small pit found in the western edge of the site. The near side 
had been taken out during topsoil stripping of the site, and the far side was outside of 
the road take. C274 (C273) was a plough furrow that was not excavated. 
 
GROUP 22  Discussion: Unexcavated Features  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

22 1039 Unexcavated Features Unknown Unknown Unexcavated 
Features 

 
Unexcavated features. 
 
4.23 GROUP 23: Modern Features 
 
4:23:1 Subgroup {1041}: Modern Features 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length (m) Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

676 Cut  677 0.4m 4m 0.85m NW-SE orientated linear with 
sharp sides and a linear, flat base.

Cut of ditch. 
Probably a 
hedge ditch 
Runs NW-SE. 

D/E 

677 Fill 676  0.4m 4m 0.85m
NW-SE orientated linear of 
moderate firm dark brown silty 
clay with 5% stones. 

Fill of ditch. 
Probable 
boundary ditch 
runs NE-SW. 

D/E 

702 Cut  

703, 
704, 
705, 
706, 
718  

1.02m 20m 2.34m
NW-SE orientated linear with no 
corners, steep sides and a flat 
base. 

Cut of a field 
boundary, 
cutting medieval 
road runs NW-
SE. 

C 

703 Fill 702  0.6m Unknown 2.34m

NW-SE orientated linear of 
loose/friable mid brown silty clay 
with frequent root intrusions, 
moderate large and medium 
stones. 

Fill of a field 
boundary runs 
NW-SE. 

C 

704 Fill 702  0.11m 20m 0.8m 

NW-SE orientated linear of 
loose/friable dark brown with 
yellow brown patches silty sand 
with gravel, frequent small and 
medium stone inclusions. 

Fill of a field 
boundary runs 
NW-SE. 

C 

705 Fill 702  0.1m 20m 1m 
NW-SE orientated linear of 
moderately compacted grey silty 
clay with frequent root intrusions. 

Fill of a field 
boundary runs 
NW-SE. 

C 

706 Fill 702  0.38-
0.6m 20m 2m NW-SE orientated linear of grey 

clay with occasional large stones. 

Fill of a field 
boundary runs 
NW-SE. 

C 
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718 Fill 702  0.63m Approx 2-
3m 0.39m

E-W orientated curvilinear of 
moderate compaction greyish 
brown silty clay with frequent 
small and medium stones. 

Redeposit fill 
associated with 
the digging of a 
field boundary 
runs E-W. 

C 

 
Finds:  
N/A 
 
Interpretation: 
Feature C676 appeared to be in line with a currently existing hedge line and was very 
stony and full of roots. It was considered to be a destroyed continuation of this 
hedge. C702 was a modern field boundary that cut through C200, the medieval road, 
and its southern drainage ditch C198.  
 
GROUP 23  Discussion: Modern Features  
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

23 1040 Modern Features Modern Modern Modern Features 

 
Modern hedge line and modern field boundary 
 
4.24 GROUP 24: Non-archaeological Features 
 
4:24:1 Subgroup {1042}: Non-archaeological Features 
 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

6 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

24 Fill 63  0.03m 0.8m 0.6m 
Circular firm dark grey/black silty 
clay fill of shallow pit? With 
inclusions of charcoal and ash. 

Fill of shallow pit B 

27 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

35 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A B 

36 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

38 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

62 Fill 63  0.05m 1.2m 1m 
NE-SW orientated oval of firm 
grey silty clay with yellow and dark 
brown inclusions. 

Bottom fill of 63. B 

63 Cut  24,62 0.12m 1.2m 1m NE-SW orientated oval cut. 
Cut of very 
shallow pit, 
possibly natural. 

B 

98 Void         

100 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

101 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

103 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

104 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

118 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

139 N/A 140     Non-archaeological. N/A D 
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140 N/A  139    Non-archaeological. N/A D 

154 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A A 

165 Void       Void  

169 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

177 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

186 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

236 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

237 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A D/E 

238 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A D/E 

243 Fill 356  0.05-
0.15m 1m 0.57m NE-SW orientated irregular oval of 

loose orange silty clay. 

Probable non-
archaeological 
layer. 

D 

279 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A B 

287 N/A 276  0.08m 3m 0.3m N/A N/A C 

C295 N/A N/A      N/A D 

306 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

315 Fill 328  0.13m 1.69m 0.25m

E-W orientated linear with loose 
mid brown sandy silt, with 
approximately 25-40% stones of 
1-20cm and less then 1% 
charcoal. 

Fill of sub 
oval/linear pit 
runs E-W. 

C 

318 Fill 326  0.13m 1.56m 1.06m

NE-SW orientated sub oval 
feature with loose dark greyish 
brown silty sand with flecks of 
charcoal (<5%) and 40% stones 
(20x30mm-130-115mm) 

Fill of sub oval 
pit. Over in-situ 
burning. 

C 

325 Fill 326  0.14m 0.96m 0.75m NW-SE sub oval feature with 
loose black silty charcoal fill. 

Charcoal fill of 
sub oval pit. C 

326 Cut  318, 
325 0.21m 1.56m 1.06m

NE-SW sub oval feature with 
rounded corners, gradual sides, 
the base is flat. 

Sub oval pit with 
in-situ burning, 
slightly filled by 
redeposit. 

C 

327 Fill 328  0.11m 0.4m 0.18m

E-W sub oval feature with loose 
mid to dark brown sandy silt. 
Inclusions include stones (1-
15cm) 25% and charcoal <1% 

Upper fill of sub 
oval/linear pit. C 

328 Cut  315, 
327 0.15m 1.69m 0.25m Roots N/A C 

337 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

342 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

356 Cut  243 0.05-
0.15m 1m 0.57m

NE-SW orientated irregular oval 
cut. It has concave sides and an 
uneven concave base. 

Probable non-
archaeological 
layer. 

D 

357 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

360 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  
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376 Fill 401  0.13m 2.87m 0.73m

E-W orientated pit of soft-firm mid 
brown silt clay with inclusions of 
charcoal <10%, stones <30% and 
peaty material <15%. 

Secondary fill of 
pit feature runs 
E-W. 

C 

378 Fill 622  0.32m 0.28m N-
S 

0.07m 
Max 

N-S orientated sub circular feature 
of soft black/brown charcoal-rich 
silt soil with 50% charcoal. 

Shallow 
charcoal-rich 
hole. 

C 

401 Cut  404, 
376 0.13m 3.66m 0.73m

E-W orientated pit, with moderate 
sloping sides with an irregular 
base.

Cut of pit runs 
E-W. C 

404 Fill 401  0.11m 1.73m 0.73m

E-W orientated pit containing soft 
light brown sandy clay, mottled 
with grey. Inclusions of <20% 
stones. 

Primary fill of 
shallow, short 
linear pit. 

C 

427 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

437 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A  

438       Not Used  N/A 

439       Not Used  N/A 

524       Not Used  N/A 

529 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A N/A 

530 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A N/A 

537 Cut       NA B 

558 Deleted      Deleted Deleted N/A 

574 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A N/A 

595 N/A  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A B 

609 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A N/A 

622 Cut  378 0.07m 0.32m 0.28m Roughly circular cut with gradual 
sides and a circular concave base.

Small charcoal 
rich pit/posthole. C 

624 N/A      Non-archaeological. N/A N/A 

650 Natural      Natural Natural. N/A 

673 N/A      Non-archaeological. Tree root bole. N/A 

674 N/A      Non-archaeological. Tree root bole. N/A 

709 Fill   0.34m 30m 3.25m

E-W orientated linear of soft mid 
brown sandy, slightly silty clay 
with occasional medium stones, 
moderate flecks of stone and very 
rare charcoal. 

Fill of a ditch. 
Probably the 
same as c23 top 
fill of the bigger 
ditch on the site. 
Covers the two 
ditches. 712, 
713 runs E-W. 

N/A 

711 Fill 713  0.35m 4m About 
0.95m

E-W orientated linear of quite stiff 
brownish grey silty clay with 
occasional small stone and 
medium stone. 

Fill of a ditch, 
main fill from 
original cut runs 
E-W. 

N/A 

712 Cut  710 0.44m 4m 0.68m

E-W orientated linear with a quite 
sharp sloping side to the North, 
and a gentle slope to the South. 
The base is quite flat. 

Cut of a ditch. 
Probably the 
same as cut 52 
runs E-W. 

N/A 

713 Cut  711 0.35m 4m About 
0.95m

E-W orientated linear with gradual 
sides to the North. 

Cut of ditch, re-
cut by cut 712 
runs E-W. 

N/A 
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Finds:  
Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & form etc) 

E3129:574:1 C574 Metal Medieval Nail. Possible Roofing Nail 

E3129:315:1 C315 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:378:1 C378 Pottery Medieval Worn glaze 

 
Interpretation: 
Range of naturally occurring features. Three appear to have contained medieval 
pottery although this may have been from plough disturbance. 
 
GROUP 24  Discussion: Non-archaeological Features 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

24 1041 Non Archaeological Features N/A N/A Non Archaeological 
Features 

 
Some of these features, such as C326 and C328 probably represent early clearance 
of the land, burning of bushes, uprooting of trees etc in preparation for agricultural 
purposes. Others may represent stone sockets, root boles or other naturally 
occurring features within the geology. 
 
4.25 GROUP 25: Topsoil 
 
4:25:1 Subgroup {1043}: Topsoil 
Contexts: 
C Type Fill 

of 
Filled 
by 

Depth 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Description Interpretation Area 

1 Deposit   0.3m   Mid brown silty clay with small 
angular stone inclusions. Topsoil All 

 
Finds:  

Find # Context # Material Period Comment (pot fabric & 
form etc) 

E3129:1:1,13,14,28,29, 
49-51,53,54,56,65, 
66,68,70,71,74,75, 
79,85,88,92 

C1 Pottery Medieval Unglazed Sherds 

E3129:1:15,18,21,23,24, 
26,27,30,32-34,39, 
42-48,52,55,57 
,59-62,67,69,72,76,78, 
82,83,86,87,89-91 

C1 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherds 

E3129:1:2,7-10,16,17,1 
9,22,25,36,41,73,77,80,84 C1 Pottery Medieval Other Sherds 

E3129:1:3 C1 Metal Medieval Possible Medieval Key 

E3129:1:4,31 C1 Metal Medieval Possible hook 

E3129:1:5,63,64 C1 Metal Medieval Piece of metal 

E3129:1:11 C1 Stone Medieval Possible cobble 

E3129:1:20 C1 Flint PH? Microlith 

E3129:1:37,38 C1 Stone Medieval Worked stone? 

E3129:1:58,81 C1 Flint  Debitage 

 
Interpretation: 
Subgroup {1042} represents the topsoil which sealed all the archaeological features 
on site. It was a mid-brown silty clay with inclusions of small angular stones. The site 
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sloped gently to the east and so the topsoil was generally shallower to the west and 
deeper to the east.  
 
GROUP 3 Discussion: Topsoil 
 
Group Subgroup Subgroup type Period by finds/stratigraphy Period by 

interpretation Group interpretation

3 {1042} Topsoil Modern Modern Modern 

 
Topsoil sealed the entire site. 
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5 DISCUSSION 
 
Phoenixtown 2, a site identified in test trenching during 2004, was excavated in 
advance of the construction of the M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway, commencing 
on August 21 2006, with an initial crew of 11, a figure which rose at times to over 40. 
This site consisted of a large area of medieval activity spread over an area of some 
45m x 100m.  
 
5.1 Mettled Roadway 
Perhaps the key feature on site at Phoenixtown 2 was C200, a rural medieval 
roadway, running east–west across the area, apparently serving the needs of a rural 
community that were involved in large-scale processing of cereal. At over 4m wide in 
places, and with a well-worn surface of well-laid mettling with wheel ruts from carts 
and hollows from animal paths still clearly visible, it must have been a relatively 
important thoroughfare. While it is not clear where it went, it can be presumed that it 
served to connect the people at Phoenixtown 2 to the wider community, perhaps in 
Kells and beyond.  
 
The road seems to have been kept dry and clean by the excavation of a set of 
drainage ditches, which flanked the road to either side and measured up to 0.8m in 
depth. Another pair of ditches was excavated running across the road at an angle, to 
let water drain from the uphill ditch to the north to the lower southern one. However, 
these were mettled over, and may have related only to the earliest phase of use of 
the road.  
 
The roadway was very well preserved at the east of the site but, although there were 
still a lot of stones at the west end, the mettling was not so evident. This lack of 
mettling could be explained by plough damage due to the shallower plough soil on 
the higher ground. Furthermore, as the road was coming onto higher ground in this 
area it may be that drainage was less necessary and hence the ditches are no longer 
clearly defined at this end of the site. 
 
On the outside of the drainage ditches ran a line of stones; this was presumably to 
stop the ditches silting up quickly and perhaps to help people see the route of the 
road when it was covered by water or snow. They may also represent the base of 
two stone walls that originally may have flanked the road, separating it from the land 
on either side. 
 
Importantly, along with the southern drainage ditch C198, the roadway  was sealed 
by a layer of grey sandy clay (C199) which appears to have silted up over a period of 
time, which in common with most other features on site produced finds of 13/14th- 
century glazed and unglazed pottery as well as occasional pieces of bone and 
charcoal, clearly dating the roads usage to this period and suggesting that the road 
went out of use along with the rest of the site during the medieval period. 
 
The northern drainage ditch was filled mainly by C201 which was 8.5m long, C349 
which was 15m long and C281 which was 14.5m long, These fills seemed to 
intermingle with each other, suggesting they were variations on the same material, or 
perhaps that they had been churned up in flood conditions.  
 
As the road surface was laid directly onto the sterile clay geology, allowing for the 
depth of topsoil in the land either side being at least 0.3m, the road would have been 
somewhat below normal ground level, making the drainage ditches all the more 
necessary. 
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5.2 Animal-powered mill 
Another key feature on site consisted of a large circular cut feature about 10m in 
diameter and about 2m wide with a second circular depression at its centre which 
was about 3m in diameter. It was initially thought at clean-back stage that this feature 
was a prehistoric ring-barrow based on its size and shape, but upon excavation it 
quickly became apparent from finds retrieved that it was in fact contemporary with 
the rest of the site.  
 
It is almost identical to a feature excavated at Hammond Lane in Dublin by Abi 
Cryerhall in 2003 (Cryerhall 2006) which was interpreted as a horse-powered mill  
and this discovery which was interpreted as a horse-mill, thereby strengthening the 
hypothesis that this example at Phoenixtown 2 is also an animal-powered mill.  
 
The mill at Hammond Lane was also dated to the 13th century, and measured 15m in 
diameter, making it 3m larger in diameter than that at Phoenixtown 2 (Cryerhall 2006, 
32). Similarly, the central circle measured 3.9m at Hammond Lane, as compared to 
3.2m at Phoenixtown 2, suggesting that the whole mill was proportionately bigger, 
with a larger millstone requiring a more powerful lever to turn it. This was a simple 
mill, with the power of the animals being applied directly to a central millstone, rather 
than there being any elaborate superstructure with gears employed (ibid.). The same 
is true of the mill at Phoenixtown 2 where there is little or no evidence to suggest any 
kind of superstructure. 
 
In terms of location it is interesting that the animal-powered mill at Hammond Lane 
was found at the edge of an urban settlement (Cryerhall 2006, 32). It suggests that 
the mill at Phoenixtown 2 would not be out of place in a similar location, on the edge 
of a settlement. 
 
This animal-powered mill is considered to be contemporary with the kilns on site and 
appears to have been used for large-scale grain processing. While no evidence for 
grain was found within the fills during excavation, subsequent flotation of samples 
from the mill produced a total of 0.8g of charred seed remains. These await analysis, 
and will hopefully confirm the nature of this feature and of the grain types being 
ground here. 
 
5.3 Cereal-drying Kilns 
The areas of the site on either side of the roadway, once cleaned, revealed a large 
number of archaeological features, mostly of an agricultural nature. Indeed as has 
been seen, the bulk of activity carried out here in the 13th century seemed to relate 
to crop cultivation and cereal processing. A number of cereal-drying kilns, including 
two circular and one L-shaped examples, were recorded and excavated. Kiln B in 
particular is a fine example of a circular kiln, and resembles closely the kiln 
excavated at Tullylish, Co. Down, a site with both early medieval and medieval 
monastic phases (Barry 1987,103–4). A number of other charcoal- and charred-
grain-rich features may relate to the removal of grain from straw, or some other stage 
of cereal processing. 
 
5.4 Well, Cess Pit, Pits 
Also excavated on site were a probable well some 2m in diameter and 2m in depth, a 
large number of waste pits and a very large and water-logged pit which pending 
analysis is being interpreted as a cess pit. This pit measured some 6m in length by 
3m in width and was 2m in depth. Its fills had an organic feel and smell, with some 
preservation of organic material occurring. 
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It is worth mentioning that one upper fill of the well produced a single plough pebble 
(E3129:294:1), a small quartz pebble which would have been driven into a pre-drilled 
hole in the side of a plough to protect the ploughs edge. These are easily identifiable 
from the scratches or striations left along one side. They are consistently dated to the 
13th century, and are found only in areas under Anglo-Norman influence (Brady 
1988). While common enough, these are rarely found in secure contexts, and this 
example from Phoenixtown 2 is therefore quite rare. One was found at Cookstown, 
Co. Meath, from a late-13th-century smithy’s workshop, and one from a waste pit 
associated with a 13/14th-century potter’s yard in Co. Kilkenny (Brady forthcoming) 
 
5.5 Structure 
An L-shaped, dry-stone-built structure recorded on site may represent the scant 
remains of a house structure in the form of a foundation footing. This part of the site 
(the southwest end) was notable for a large build up of medieval soils, rich in 
domestic type artefacts such as pottery and animal bone refuse. As with all other 
features mentioned, pottery finds have suggested a 13th-century date. 
 
There may well have been wooden walls on the remaining sides which have left no 
trace. An L-shaped structure could perhaps have been used to store grain or house 
animals but it is surprising that the stone wall is built to shelter the interior of the 
structure from the south and east when much of the worst weather comes from the 
north and west. Much of the interior and surrounding area of this foundation has been 
cut away by the features making up Subgroup {1017}. 
 
5.6 Ditches and furrows 
Many of the main features on Phoenixtown 2 appear to have co-existed, but some 
phasing is identifiable. The earliest phase identified on site (Group2) consists of a 
group of furrows {1003} and a small surrounding enclosing ditch {1002}. These 
appear to pre-date most of the activity on site and are cut by several later features, 
suggesting a phase of tillage in an enclosed garden or field prior to the establishment 
of the site as an area of cereal processing. Later on in the phasing of the site is the 
largest of the ditches C52 on site; this appears to cut several of the features on site 
including Kiln A and therefore appears to post-date the main phase of activity on site 
while still being medieval based on finds.  
 
Also most of the other furrows identified on site (Group 21) appear to post-date the 
main phase of activity on site. Based on finds these are also medieval in date and 
must be only slightly later than the main phase of activity. These could be 
contemporary with ditch C52. These furrows represent the latest phase of the site 
and cut through most other features. A certain amount of phasing within this group 
has been identified for the south end of the site (see Matrix for Group 21) This shows 
that the site has been used repeatedly for tillage purposes in the past, as indeed it 
was up until just before the excavation. The majority of the medieval furrows ran 
north–south or east–west. 
 
5.7 Conclusion 
In conclusion, this site at Phoenixtown 2 consists of a wealth of cereal processing 
related features, surrounding a very substantial rural medieval roadway. While only 
one possible house was identified it is possible that more could have existed but 
have left no trace. Furthermore, it is possible that this area of large-scale agricultural 
activity was situated on the periphery of a village or small rural community of some 
description, the remains of which could remain undiscovered on the slightly higher 
ground to the west and southwest of the site outside the excavation area of the route 
of the M3 Motorway.  
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The significance of this site is quite great, as it has a large assemblage of medieval 
pottery from a rural setting (some 700 sherds), possibly the best preserved rural 
roadway from this period, and one of the first recognised animal powered mills 
excavated in this country. The largely homogenous nature of the pottery assemblage 
seems to suggest that the site was in use for a relatively short duration, centred in 
the 13th century, and then was abandoned, perhaps reflecting the turmoil that the 
Anglo-Norman community experienced in Ireland in the 14th century. This was as a 
result of a combination of Gaelic Resurgence, the Bruce Wars, famine, the Black 
Death, and a move towards a more pastoral way of life (O’Connor 1998, 47). 
 
Despite the great importance of mills to the Anglo-Norman lords, it is recognised that 
the mills themselves are quite rarely identified as archaeological monuments 
(O’Conor 1998,. 33). Perhaps following this excavation and that of Abi Cryerhall at 
Hammond Lane in 2003 the significance of animal-powered mills and the fact that 
they may have been more common than previously realised, may be realised.  
 
While little can be said of the individuals who lived here, certain aspects of their life 
can be deduced. The people living in Phoenixtown 2 at this time are likely to have 
been mostly of English origin, having migrated to Ireland in the early decades of the 
13th century, with some Welsh, Gaelic Irish and Flemings also possibly represented 
(O’Conor 1998, 41). At approximately 1km away to the north, it is likely that the 
people of this community would have attended mass in the nearby church of Martry, 
and they may even have been buried here. The remains of the medieval church of 
Martry currently exist (Plates 39 and 40) and are a tangible link to the period when 
this site in Phoenixtown 2 was in use.  
 
This was a community within the wider Anglo-Norman society of the time, and as 
outlined above it seems that it may have suffered a fate in common with many others 
in the 14th century when many of these fledgling Anglo-Norman settlements in 
eastern Ireland collapsed.  
 
5.8 Historical Background of the Phoenixtown Site 
As well as the physical evidence for medieval activity in Phoenixtown 2 unearthed 
during the excavations in advance of the construction of the M3 Motorway, a good 
deal of historical evidence has also been uncovered in the historical documentary 
sources by consultant historian Dr Margaret Murphy while carrying out historical 
research on behalf of Meath County Council. 
 
Dr Murphy has found many references to the medieval village, manor and church at 
Martry, the manor first being mentioned in 1318 as being ‘in the hands of King 
Edward II’ (Murphy, 2007a, 11). Phoenixtown therefore was located less than 1km 
from the centre of civil and church authority for the area throughout the medieval 
period.  
 
The townland of Phoenixtown appears to have been mostly held by the Beg family 
and the de Say family (lords of Martry until 1318) during the period when the site 
discussed in this report was in use; indeed, a record is made of oats from 
Phoenixtown being supplied by these two families to royal officials in 1323/1324 for 
the king’s armies in Scotland (Murphy, 2007b, 6–7). It is a real possibility that these 
oats were milled at the horse-powered mill at Phoenixtown, before being sent to the 
royal army.  
 
One large plot (c. 300 acres) and one smaller plot (10–15 acres) in Phoenixtown are 
mentioned in a number of references, as well as a messuage (a house plot, including 
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the house, associated structures and lands); further references are made to three 
house plots associated with the larger holding in the 15th century (Murphy 2007b, 6).  
 
A reference in AD 1323 to a mill ‘pertaining’ to the manor at Martry is interesting 
(Murphy 2007b, 8); given its proximity to Martry it seems that part of Phoenixtown 
was in fact held at times directly by the lord of Martry. The presence of a mill on the 
site is interesting in this regard. It would be normal for tenants of the lord to bring 
their grain to the manorial centre at Martry itself to mill their grain, yet there is a mill in 
Phoenixtown. Despite being almost 1km from the church at Martry, perhaps for a 
time the lord’s mill was located not in Martry itself, but in Phoenixtown, perhaps 
adjacent to the messuage that was associated with the manorial lord. It is generally 
felt that as a large part of their manorial income came from their mills, the mills 
themselves were very important locations in the rural landscape of an Anglo-Norman 
lord (O’Conor 1998, 33).  
 
It is possible then that Phoenixtown 2 could be this messuage, perhaps with the 
various other house plots in the townland clustered nearby. If so a good road would 
be needed linking this centre with the surrounding area, allowing grain to be 
transported to and from the site. While the road uncovered at Phoenixtown 2 does 
not in any way appear to lead towards Martry (running east–west instead of north–
south), it may have done so indirectly, linking in to the road network for the wider 
area.  
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Find No. Context Material Description Notes 
E3129:23:32 23 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze. Base sherd 
E3129:23:33 23 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze. 
E3129:23:34 23 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:23:35 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:36 23 Flint ?Prehistoric Broken scraper? 
E3129:23:37 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:38 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:39 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:40 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:41 23 Metal Medieval Knife 
E3129:23:42 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:43 23 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:23:44 23 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:23:45 23 Metal Medieval Lead? 
E3129:25:1 25 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:25:2 25 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:25:3 25 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:25:4 25 Pottery Medieval Handle top with rim. Glazed 
A029:011:25:5 25 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:26:1 26 Pottery Medieval Red sides. Black centre. 
Unglazed 

E3129:28:1 28 Pottery Late Medieval Dark burnished red sherd. 
Glazed 

E3129:28:2 28 Pottery Late Medieval Fine inclusions. Unglazed 
sherd 

E3129:29:1 29 Pottery Medieval Black-orange. Glazed 
E3129:29:2 29 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:29:3 29 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:29:4 29 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:29:5 29 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:29:6 29 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:29:7 29 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:30:1 30 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Dark patch. 
Unglazed. 

E3129:33:1 33 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:33:2 33 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:33:3 33 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:33:4 33 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:37:1 37 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:44:1 44 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:44:2 44 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:45:1 45 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:45:2 45 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:45:3 45 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:45:4 45 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:46:1 46 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:46:2 46 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:46:3 46 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:46:4 46 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:46:5 46 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:47:1 47 Clay Post-medieval Part of clay pipe 
E3129:47:2 47 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:47:3 47 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:47:4 47 Stone Medieval Possible roof tile 
E3129:51:1 51 Flint Prehistoric Flint Flake 
E3129:51:2 51 Pottery Prehistoric Small piece 
E3129:56:1 56 Flint ?Prehistoric Debitage 
E3129:56:2 56 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd, Unglazed 
E3129:56:3 56 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:56:4 56 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:56:5 56 Pottery Medieval Part of base. Unglazed 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme             Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd            Appendix 2 
 

Find No. Context Material Description Notes 
E3129:56:6 56 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:59:1 59 Pottery Medieval Handle. Glazed 
E3129:59:2 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:3 59 Pottery Medieval Black. ?Medieval 
E3129:59:4 59 Pottery Medieval Handle/rim sherd. Glazed 
E3129:59:5 59 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:59:6 59 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:59:7 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:8 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:10 59 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:59:11 59 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:59:12 59 Pottery Medieval Handle. Glazed 
E3129:59:13 59 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:59:14 59 Pottery Post-medieval/Medieval? Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:15 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:16 59 Pottery Medieval Ridged and glazed 
E3129:59:17 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:59:18 59 Pottery Medieval Crude and unglazed 
E3129:59:19 59 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Red glaze 
E3129:59:20 59 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:59:21 59 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:59:22 59 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:1 66 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:66:2 66 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:3 66 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:4 66 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:5 66 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:6 66 Pottery Medieval Slipped Sherd 
E3129:66:7 66 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:66:8 66 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
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E3129:77:1 77 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:77:2 77 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:77:3 77 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:77:4 77 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:77:5 77 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:79:1 79 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:79:2 79 Flint ?Prehistoric Possibly polished 
E3129:79:3 79 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:79:4 79 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:79:5 79 Flint ?Prehistoric Waste flake 
E3129:79:6 79 Pottery Medieval Glazed Sherd 
E3129:81:1 81 Pottery Medieval  
E3129:81:2 81 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:81:3 81 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Glazed. 
E3129:81:4 81 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:81:5 81 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:81:6 81 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Glazed. 
E3129:88:1 88 Pottery Medieval Darker on outside. Unglazed
E3129:95:1 95 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:95:2 95 Pottery Medieval Possibly Slipped. Unglazed 
E3129:95:3 95 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:95:4 95 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:95:5 95 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:95:6 95 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 

E3129:116:1 116 Pottery Medieval Deep groove on inside. 
Unglazed 

E3129:116:2 116 Pottery Medieval Top of handle. Glazed 
E3129:116:3 116 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:116:4 116 Pottery Medieval Large unglazed sherd 
E3129:116:5 116 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
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E3129:116:6 116 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:116:7 116 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:119:1 119 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:119:2 119 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:119:3 119 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:119:4 119 Flint  Debitage 

E3129:122:1 122 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Groove <1cm 
down. Glazed 

E3129:122:2 122 Pottery Medieval Handle. Unglazed 
E3129:122:3 122 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:122:4 122 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:122:5 122 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:122:6 122 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:122:7 122 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:122:8 122 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:122:9 122 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:122:10 122 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:122:11 122 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:122:12 122 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:122:13 122 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:123:1 123 Pottery Medieval Black patch. Unglazed 
E3129:123:2 123 Pottery Medieval Black patch. Unglazed 
E3129:124:1 124 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Glazed 
E3129:124:2 124 Pottery Medieval Red coloured glaze 
E3129:124:3 124 Pottery Medieval Red coloured glaze 
E3129:124:4 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:124:5 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:124:6 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:124:7 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:124:8 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:124:9 124 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:126:1 126 Pottery Medieval Black on one side. Reddish 
orange on the other. 

E3129:128:1 128 Stone Medieval 
Large polished stone with a 
hole. Possible grinding 
stone. 

E3129:150:1 150 Pottery Medieval 
Handle attachment to body. 
3 lines at the top of the 
handle 

E3129:150:2 150 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:150:3 150 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:150:4 150 Flint Medieval Possibly burnt 
E3129:152:1 152 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:152:2 152 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:160:1 160 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:160:2 160 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:160:3 160 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:164:1 164 Metal Medieval Iron piece 
E3129:164:2 164 Pottery Medieval Part of handle. Glazed 
E3129:164:3 164 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:164:4 164 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:164:5 164 Pottery Medieval Part of base. Glazed 
E3129:164:6 164 Flint Medieval Burnt flint 
E3129:164:7 164 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:172:1 172 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:173:1 173 Stone   
E3129:174:1 174 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:179:1 179 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:179:2 179 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:179:3 179 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:179:4 179 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:179:5 179 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:180:1 180 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:180:2 180 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:182:1 182 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:182:2 182 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:184:1 184 Pottery Medieval Possibly Slipped. 
E3129:189:1 189 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:189:2 189 Pottery Medieval Handle. Unglazed. View with 
E3129:189:3 

E3129:189:3 189 Pottery Medieval Handle. Unglazed. View with 
E3129:189:2 

E3129:189:4 189 Pottery ?Prehistoric Crude and unglazed 
E3129:189:5 189 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:189:6 189 Pottery Medieval Black one side. Unglazed 
E3129:189:7 189 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:189:8 189 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:1 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:2 199 Pottery Medieval  
E3129:199:3 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:4 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:5 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:6 199 Pottery Medieval Dark. Unglazed 
E3129:199:7 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:8 199 Stone ? Debitage 
E3129:199:9 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:10 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:11 199 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed 
E3129:199:12 199 Pottery Medieval Featured sherd. Glazed 
E3129:199:13 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:14 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:15 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:16 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme             Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 
 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd            Appendix 2 
 

Find No. Context Material Description Notes 
E3129:199:17 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:18 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:19 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:20 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:21 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:22 199 Pottery Medieval Red. Glazed 
E3129:199:23 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:24 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:25 199 Pottery Medieval Red with a black side. 
E3129:199:26 199 Pottery Medieval Red with a black side. 
E3129:199:27 199 Pottery Medieval Red with a black side. 
E3129:199:28 199 Pottery Medieval Red 
E3129:199:29 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:30 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:31 199 Flint Medieval Debitage 
E3129:199:32 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:33 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:34 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:199:35 199 Pottery Medieval Ridged one side. Glazed the 
other. 

E3129:199:36 199 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd 
E3129:199:37 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:38 199 Pottery Medieval Curved. Unglazed. 
E3129:199:39 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:40 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:41 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:42 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:43 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:44 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:45 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:199:46 199 Pottery Medieval Black one side. Unglazed 
E3129:199:47 199 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:199:48 199 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:199:49 199 Pottery Post-medieval Both sides glazed 
E3129:199:50 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:51 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:52 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:53 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:54 199 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. 
E3129:199:55 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:56 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:57 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:58 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:59 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:60 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:61 199 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd? Unglazed 
E3129:199:62 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:63 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:64 199 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Glazed 
E3129:199:65 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:66 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:67 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:68 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:69 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:70 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:71 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:72 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:73 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:74 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:75 199 Pottery Medieval Pale glaze 
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E3129:199:76 199 Pottery Medieval Thick pottery. Unglazed 
E3129:199:77 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:78 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:79 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:80 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:81 199 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:199:82 199 Metal Medieval Nail. Possible Roofing Nail 
E3129:199:83 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:84 199 Pottery Medieval Small piece. Glazed 
E3129:199:85 199 Pottery Medieval Red and green glaze 
E3129:199:86 199 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:199:87 199 Pottery Medieval Quite fine. Glazed 
E3129:199:88 199 Pottery Medieval Top of handle. Glazed 
E3129:199:89 199 Pottery Medieval Handle fragment 
E3129:199:90 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:91 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:92 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:93 199 Pottery Medieval Dark glaze. 
E3129:199:94 199 Pottery Medieval Pinky orange. Unglazed 

E3129:199:95 199 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Black and 
orange/pink 

E3129:199:96 199 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:199:97 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:98 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:99 199 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:199:100 199 Metal Medieval Iron piece 
E3129:199:101 199 Stone ?Prehistoric Worked Stone 
E3129:199:102 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:103 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:104 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
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E3129:199:105 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:106 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:107 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:108 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:109 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:110 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:111 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:112 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:113 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:114 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:115 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:116 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:117 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:118 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:119 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:120 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:199:121 199 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:1 200 Metal Post-medieval FE object 
E3129:200:2 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:3 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:4 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:5 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:6 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:7 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:8 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:9 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:10 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:11 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:12 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:13 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
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E3129:200:14 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:15 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:16 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:17 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:18 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:200:19 200 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:201:1 201 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:201:2 201 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:201:3 201 Flint Medieval Debitage 
E3129:201:4 201 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 
E3129:201:5 201 Pottery Medieval Base sherd, coarse 
E3129:201:6 201 Pottery Medieval Coarse 
E3129:201:7 201 Pottery Post-medieval Dark glaze. 
E3129:201:8 201 Pottery Medieval   
E3129:201:9 201 Stone    
E3129:201:10 201 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:202:1 202 Pottery Medieval Red. Glazed 
E3129:202:2 202 Pottery Medieval Red. Glazed 
E3129:203:1 203 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:207:1 207 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Glazed 
E3129:207:2 207 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:207:3 207 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:207:4 207 Pottery Medieval Hard lumps. Glazed 
E3129:207:5 207 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:207:6 207 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Possible glaze 
E3129:207:7 207 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:226:1 226 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:227:1 227 Pottery Medieval Fine. Dark glaze on one side
E3129:227:2 227 Pottery Medieval Possibly Slipped. Unglazed 
E3129:232:1 232 Pottery Medieval Red. Unglazed 
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E3129:234:1 234 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:234:2 234 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:234:3 234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:234:4 234 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed 
E3129:234:5 234 Ceramic Medieval   
E3129:234:6 234 Ceramic Medieval   
E3129:234:7 234 Ceramic Medieval   
E3129:234:8 234 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:234:9 234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:234:10 234 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:234:11 234 Pottery Medieval Dark glaze. 
E3129:234:12 234 Pottery Medieval Dark glaze. 
E3129:234:13 234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:234:14 234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:234:15 234 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:245:1 245 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:245:2 245 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:245:3 245 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:245:4 245 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:259:1 259 Pottery Medieval Crude and unglazed 
E3129:281:1 281 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:281:2 281 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:284:1 284 Pottery Medieval Fine. Glazed sherd 

E3129:284:2 284 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Finger marks. 
Glazed 

E3129:284:3 284 Pottery Medieval Ridge in centre. Glazed 
E3129:284:4 284 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:284:5 284 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:284:6 284 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:284:7 284 Glass Post-medieval Clear. Scratched 
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E3129:284:8 284 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:293:1 293 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:294:1 294 Quartz Medieval Plough Pebble 
E3129:294:2 294 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Dark 
E3129:298:1 298 Pottery Medieval Large glazed sherd 
E3129:299:1 299 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:299:2 299 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:309:1 309 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:309:2 309 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:309:3 309 Pottery Medieval Brown glaze with applied 
decoration 

E3129:309:4 309 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:309:5/6 309 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:313:1 313 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:315:1 315 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:317:1 317 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed 
E3129:317:2 317 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed 
E3129:331:1 331 Pottery Medieval Dark outside 
E3129:331:2 331 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:332:1 332 Ceramic Medieval Possible roof tile fragment 
E3129:332:2 332 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:332:3 332 Pottery Medieval Dark green glaze 
E3129:332:4 332 Pottery Medieval Possible spots of glaze 
E3129:332:5 332 Pottery Medieval Possible spots of glaze 
E3129:333:1 333 Pottery Medieval Black one side 
E3129:343:1 343 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:348:1 348 Metal Medieval Semicircular Piece 
E3129:349:1 349 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:349:2 349 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:349:3 349 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:349:4 349 Pottery Medieval Base of red. Black on other 
side due to burning 

E3129:349:4 349 Pottery Medieval Base of red. Black on other 
side due to burning 

E3129:349:4 349 Pottery Medieval Base of red. Black on other 
side due to burning 

E3129:349:4 349 Pottery Medieval Base of red. Black on other 
side due to burning 

E3129:353:1 353 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:353:2 353 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:353:3 353 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:358:1 358 Wood Medieval  
E3129:358:2 358 Wood Medieval Possibly worked 
E3129:358:3 358 Wood Medieval  

E3129:362:1 362 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Possibly 
glazed. 

E3129:371:1 371 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:371:2 371 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:371:3 371 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:375:1 375 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:375:2 375 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:375:3 375 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:375:4 375 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:378:1 378 Pottery Medieval Worn glaze 
E3129:385:1 385 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:385:2 385 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Unglazed 
E3129:391:1 391 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:400:1 400 Pottery Medieval Curved. Green glaze 
E3129:403:1 403 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:421:1 421 Pottery Medieval Black. Unglazed 
E3129:426:1 426 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:426:2 426 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
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E3129:429:1 429 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:447:1 447 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:447:2 447 Pottery Medieval Thin. Glazed 
E3129:448:1 448 Metal Medieval Roof tile nail 
E3129:452:1 452 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 
E3129:452:2 452 Pottery Medieval Base sherd? 
E3129:462:1 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:2 462 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:462:3 462 Pottery Medieval Large sherd. Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:4 462 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 
E3129:462:5 462 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Finger marks? 
E3129:462:6 462 Pottery Medieval Finger marks. Spots of glaze
E3129:462:7 462 Pottery Medieval Patches and spots of glaze 
E3129:462:8 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:462:9 462 Pottery Medieval Thin linear indentations. 
Glazed 

E3129:462:10 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:11 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:12 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:13 462 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Finger marks? 
E3129:462:14 462 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:462:15 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:16 462 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:462:17 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:462:18 462 Pottery Medieval Thin linear indentations. 
Glazed 

E3129:462:19 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:20 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:21 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:22 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:23 462 Pottery Medieval Coarseware 
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E3129:462:24 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:25 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:26 462 Pottery Medieval Spots of glaze 
E3129:462:27 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:28 462 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:462:29 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:30 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:31 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:32 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:33 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:34 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:35 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:36 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:37 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:38 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:39 462 Pottery Medieval Small sherds. Glazed 
E3129:462:40 462 Stone Medieval Possible whet stone? 
E3129:464:1 464 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:464:2 464 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed 

E3129:467:1 467 Pottery Medieval Burnished both sides. 
Glazed one side 

E3129:467:2 467 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:467:3 467 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:469:1 469 Pottery Medieval Dark brown/black 
E3129:469:2 469 Pottery Medieval Black. Unglazed 
E3129:469:3 469 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:486:1 486 Pottery Medieval Rim Sherd. 
E3129:486:2 486 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. 
E3129:487:1 487 Pottery Medieval Black patch. Unglazed 
E3129:487:2 487 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
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E3129:487:3 487 Pottery Medieval Black patch. Unglazed 
E3129:487:4 487 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:487:5 487 Pottery Medieval Light and dark patches. 
Unglazed sherd 

E3129:487:6 487 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:487:32 487 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:491:1 491 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Glazed outside. 
Linear marking inside. 

E3129:491:2 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:3 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:4 491 Pottery Medieval Linear markings. Glazed 
E3129:491:5 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:6 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:7 491 Ceramic Medieval  Unknown 
E3129:491:8 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:9 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:10 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:491:11 491 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 

E3129:491:12 491 Pottery Medieval Indented and raised lines. 
Glazed 

E3129:491:13 491 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Glazed. 
E3129:491:14 491 Flint ?Prehistoric Flint 
E3129:505:1 505 Pottery Medieval Possibly glazed 
E3129:510:1 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:2 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:3 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:4 510 Pottery Medieval Ribbed. Glazed. 
E3129:510:5 510 Pottery Medieval Dark possibly green glaze 
E3129:510:6 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:7 510 Pottery Medieval Coarseware. Unglazed 
E3129:510:8 510 Pottery Medieval Shoulder? Glazed 
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E3129:510:9 510 Pottery Medieval Spout. Glazed 
E3129:510:10 510 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:510:11 510 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Unglazed 
E3129:510:12 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:13 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:14 510 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:510:15 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:510:16 510 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:535:1 535 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:540:1 540 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:542:1 542 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:542:2 542 Metal Medieval Iron piece 
E3129:542:3 542 Metal Medieval Iron piece 
E3129:542:4 542 Metal Medieval Iron knife blade 
E3129:542:5 542 Pottery Post-medieval Rim sherd 
E3129:542:6 542 Metal Post-medieval Iron knife blade 
E3129:542:7 542 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:542:8 542 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:542:9 542 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:542:10 542 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:550:1 550 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:550:2 550 Pottery Medieval Worn glaze 
E3129:550:3 550 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:550:4 550 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:550:5 550 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:550:6 550 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:550:7 550 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:550:8 550 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:554:1 554 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:554:2 554 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
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E3129:554:3 554 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:554:4 554 Flint  Burnt flint 
E3129:554:5 554 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Dark 
E3129:554:6 554 Pottery Medieval Coarse. Dark 
E3129:554:7 554 Pottery Medieval Cookware. Unglazed 
E3129:554:8 554 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:559:1 559 Pottery Medieval Ridged. Glazed 
E3129:559:2 559 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:560:1 560 Chert   
E3129:561:1 561 Pottery Medieval Two incised lines 
E3129:565:1 565 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 
E3129:565:2 565 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:565:3 565 Pottery Medieval Fine. Unglazed 
E3129:565:4 565 Pottery Medieval Base sherd. Glazed 
E3129:565:5 565 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:565:6 565 Pottery Medieval sherd 
E3129:565:7 565 Pottery Medieval sherd 
E3129:568:1 568 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:568:2 568 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:568:3 568 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:568:4 568 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:572:1 572 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:572:2 572 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:572:3 572 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:574:1 574 Metal Medieval Nail. Possible Roofing Nail 
E3129:578:1 578 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:580:1 580 Pottery Medieval Green glazed sherd 
E3129:582:1 582 Stone  Debitage 
E3129:582:2 582 Pottery Medieval Cookware. Unglazed 
E3129:583:1 583 Pottery Medieval Possibly slipped 
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E3129:589:1 589 Pottery Medieval   
E3129:589:2 589 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:589:3 589 Pottery Late medieval / post-medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:603:1 603 Pottery Medieval Linear markings. Glazed 
E3129:603:2 603 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:603:3 603 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:603:4 603 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:603:5 603 Pottery Medieval  
E3129:603:6 603 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:607:1 607 Pottery Medieval Black. Large inclusions 
E3129:607:2 607 Pottery Medieval Black. Large inclusions 
E3129:607:3 607 Pottery Medieval Black. Large inclusions 
E3129:620:1 620 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:620:2 620 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:620:3 620 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:620:4 620 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 

E3129:625:1 625 Pottery Medieval Handle. Linear lines. 
Unglazed 

E3129:629:1 629 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:629:2 629 Pottery Medieval Rim sherd. Unglazed 
E3129:629:3 629 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:629:4 629 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:636:1 636 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:636:2 636 Pottery Medieval Base sherd 
E3129:636:3 636 Pottery Medieval Possible roof tile 
E3129:636:4 636 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:646:1 646 Pottery Medieval Unglazed sherd 
E3129:654:1 654 Pottery Medieval Glazed sherd 
E3129:665:1 665 Stone Medieval Possible grinding stone 
E3129:681:1 681 Pottery Medieval Large inclusions. Unglazed 
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E3129:682:1 682 Pottery Medieval Decorated. Glazed. 
E3129:710:1 710 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
E3129:710:2 710 Pottery Medieval Sherd 
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APPENDIX 3: ENVIRONMENTAL MATERIALS INDEX/ SAMPLE INDEX 
Appendix 3.1  Burnt bone 
 

Sample 
# 

Context 
# 

Feature type i.e. 
Structure A, hearth 
C45 

Material Number 
of Bags 

Weight 
(g) 

19 C23  Burnt bone 1 0.4 
207 C23  Burnt bone 1 0.6 
64 C164  Burnt bone 1 3.2 
400 C180  Burnt bone 1 1.1 
462 C199 Medieval Road Burnt bone 1 3.2 
470 C199 Medieval Road Burnt bone 1 0.1 
196 C396  Burnt bone 1 0.4 
250 C400  Burnt bone 1 0.4 
251 C400 Kiln Burnt bone 1 1.5 
288 C486 Pit Burnt bone 1 0.9 

 
 
Appendix 3.2  Sieved soil Samples 
 
Sample 
No. 

Context  
No. 

Soil 
volume 

No. 
of 
flots 

Residue volume (l) 

    (l)   Material? 

1 48 4.5 1 0.5 - stone 
2 46 - - - 
3 47 - - - 
4 41 1 - - 
5 37 4 - - 
6 22 5     
7 50 2 1 0.3 - stones 
8 59 - - - 
9 23 - - - 
10 24 2 - - 
11 60 2.5 - - 
12 8 1.5 - - 
13 39 5     
14 81 5 1 4.5 - stones 
15 79 5 1 0.5 - stones 
16 40 2 1 0.2 - small stones 
17 88 2.5 - - 
18 39 - - - 
19 23 - - - 
20 20 5 1 0.75 - stones 
21 75 2.5 - - 
22 43 2.5 - - 
23 68 2.5 - - 
24 31 2 - - 
25 99 2.5 1 0.35 - stones 
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26 12 5 1 0.6 - stones 
27 66 0.1 - - 
28 150 2 1 0.2 - small stones 
29 32 2.5 - - 
30 128 2 - - 
31 152 2.5 - - 
32 116 - - - 
33 99 0.1     
34 126 5 1 1 - stones 
35 172 - - - 
36 4 0.3 - - 
37 131 2 - - 
38 139 1.2 - - 
39 172 - - - 
40 23 - - - 
41 187 2.5 - - 
42 182 2.5 1 0.3 - small stones 
43 25 2.5 1 0.3 - small stones 
44 162 5 - - 
45 199 - - - 
46 193 1 1 0.2 - charcoal and small stones 
47 25 - - - 
48 193 - - - 
49 172 7 1 0.7 - small stones 
50 164 5 - - 
51 176 2.5     
52 188 2.5 - - 
53 188 - - - 
54 119 - - - 
55 164 0.1 - - 
56 173 7 1 1 - stones 
57 115 - - - 
58 168 1.5 - - 
59 66 - - - 
60 189 5L - - 
61 189 5L - - 
62 30 4L - - 
63 28 - - - 
64 164 - - - 
65 56 0.2 1 0.1 - stones 
66 111 - - - 
67 56 3.5 - - 
68 204 0.5 1 0.2 - charcoal and small stones 
69 46 3 - - 
70 217 4.5 - - 
71 217 0.5 - - 
72 217       
73 212 - - - 
74 159 5 1 1.2 - small stones 
75 192 8 1 2 - stones 
76 192 0.2 1 0.01 - stones 
77 246 1 1 0.1 - small stones 
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78 240 4 1 1 - stones 
79 209 2 1 0.6 - stones 
80 216 1.5 - - 
81 214 2 - - 
82 214 - - - 
83 184 2.5 1 0.4 - stones 
84 23 - - - 
85 232 2.5 - - 
86 233 2 - - 
87 219 5 - - 
88 23 - - - 
89 26 2.5 - - 
90 199 2 1 0.1 - small stones 
91 289 2.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
92 245 2 1 0.5 - small stones 
93 202 2.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
94 247 1.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
95 179 0.3     
96 82 2.5 - - 
97 23 - - - 
98 124 - - - 
99 179 - - - 
100 234 - - - 
101 269 4 - - 
102 282 2 1 0.3 - small stones 
103 281 5 - - 
104 279 1.2 - - 
105 185 2.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
106 206 2.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
107 160 2.5 - - 
108 116 10 - - 
109 271 5 - - 
110 262 2.5 - - 
111 259 5 - - 
112 263 2.5 - - 
113 267 2.5 - - 
114 259 4.5 - - 
115 234 5 - - 
116 231 1.25 - - 
117 275 1.25 - - 
118 290 5 - - 
119 116 - - - 
120 116 0.1 - - 
121 225 - - - 
122 95 - - - 
123 174 4.5 - - 
124 225 2 - - 
125 226 2 - - 
126 227 2.5 - - 
127 28 - - - 
128 302 2.5 - - 
129 59 - - - 
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130 280 2.5 1 0.6 - stones 
131 179 0.2     
132 325 1 1 0.3 - stones 
133 124 0.5 - - 
134 199 - - - 
135 199 - - - 
136 178 4 - - 
137 132 5 - - 
138 329 5 - - 
139 313 2.5 - - 
140 322 2 1 0.3 - stones 
141 315 2.5 - - 
142 199 - - - 
143 296 - - - 
144 259 - - - 
145 234 - - - 
146 262 - - - 
147 13 - - - 
148 59 - - - 
149 292 0.5 - - 
150 178 - - - 
151 262 - - - 
152 310 1.25 - - 
153 77 9 1 2 - stones 
154 230 4 1 1 - stones 
155 366 2.5 - - 
156 365 2.5 - - 
157 1 - - - 
158 50 - - - 
159 368 2 1 0.6 - stones 
160 1 - - - 
161 334 4 - - 
162 124 0.2 - - 
163 124 - - - 
164 13 - - - 
165 349 - - - 
166 382 2 - - 
167 374 4 1 0.8 - stones 
168 374 0.2     
169 389 2.5 - - 
170 383 2 - - 
171 379 2 - - 
172 400 7.5 1 1.2 - stones 
173 381 1.25 - - 
174 329 - - - 
175 166 1.5 1 0.1 - stones 
176 393 5   - 
177 420 1 1 0.1 - stones 
178 317 5 - - 
179 407 2.5 - - 
180 405 2.5 - - 
181 387 2.5 - - 



M3 Clonee–North of Kells Motorway Scheme                        Phoenixtown 2, A029/011, E3129 

 
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd  Appendix 3 

182 424 - - - 
183 309 2.5 - - 
184 181 2.5 1 0.4 - stones 
185 207 3 - - 
186 375 - - - 
187 376 1.25 - - 
188 200 - - - 
189 121 5 - - 
190 409 2.5 - - 
191 403 2 1 0.3 - small stones 
192 199 - - - 
193 415 1.25 - - 
194 390 2.5 - - 
195 333 2.5 - - 
196 396 5 1 0.4 - stones 
197 408 2.5 - - 
198 334 2.5 - - 
199 335 2.5 1 0.3 - stones 
200 339 2.5 - - 
201 335 - - - 
202 375 - - - 
203 396 - - - 
204 28 5 - - 
205 77 26 1 3.5 - stones 
206 434 2 - - 
207 23 - - - 
208 294 5 1 0.3 - small stones and charcoal 
209 447 2.5 - - 
210 339 - - - 
211 443 1 - - 
212 420 5 1 0.7 - stones 
213 400 8 1 1.2 - stones 
214 400 - - - 
215 444 2.5 1 0.4 - stones 
216 433 2.5 1 0.5 - stones 
217 448 2 - - 
218 28 2 - - 
219 426 2.5 - - 
220 464 - - - 
221 449 2.5 - - 
222 449 0.3 - - 
223 451 2.5 - - 
224 451 - - - 
225 445 0.9 1 0.3 - stones 
226 365 - - - 
227 396 0.3 - - 
228 199 1 bag     
229 333 - - - 
230 332 5 - - 
231 464 2 1 0.5 - stones 
232 385 2 - - 
233 394 1 - - 
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234 395 1.25 - - 
235 421 2 1 0.1 - stones 
236 122 - - - 
237 122 2.5 - - 
238 467 - - - 
239 331 5 - - 
240 116 5 - - 
241 26 3 - - 
242 299 2 - - 
243 469 3 - - 
244 200 - - - 
245 201 - - - 
246 201 - - - 
247 278 2.5 - - 
248 462 2.5 1 1 - stones 
249 332 2 - - 
250 400 5 1 0.8 - small stones 
251 400 - - - 
252 331 4 - - 
253 281 - - - 
254 474 2.5 - - 
255 410 3 1 1 - stones 
256 294 - - - 
257 447 - - - 
258 391 - - - 
259 476 2.5 - - 
260 476 - - - 
261 484 4 1 0.8 - stones 
262 450 2.5 - - 
263 429 1.25 - - 
264 483 2.5 - - 
265 281 - - - 
266 480 4 - - 
267 498 2.5 - - 
268 1 - - - 
269 469 - - - 
270 199 - - - 
271 494 2.5 - - 
272 484 - - - 
273 332 5 - - 
274 484 0.2     
275 299 - - - 
276 470 2.5 - - 
277 496 2.5 - - 
278 487 2.5 - - 
279 487 2.5 - - 
280 332 - - - 
281 262 2 - - 
282 467 - - - 
283 284 5 - - 
284 506 2 - - 
285 331 - - - 
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286 486 4 1 0.8 - stones 
287 486 0.1 1 0.1 - small stones and charcoal 
288 486 - - - 
289 467 - - - 
290 284 - - - 
291 506 0.1 - - 
292 514 2.5 - - 
293 500 2.5 - - 
294 519 35 4 2 - stones and charcoal 
295 510 - - - 
296 513 3 - - 
297 520 0.5 - - 
298 522 2 - - 
299 467 1.25 - - 
300 517 5 - - 
301 462 2.5     
302 518 5 - - 
303 502 2.5 - - 
304 533 2 - - 
305 550 - - - 
306 309 2.5 - - 
307 535 2.5 - - 
308 556 2.5 - - 
309 550 5 1 1 - stones 
310 527 5 - - 
311 510 - - - 
312 560 4 1 0.1 - small stones 
313 554 - - - 
314 309 - - - 
315 309 - - - 
316 542 2.5 - - 
317 544 2.5 - - 
318 546 2.5 - - 
319 548 2.5 - - 
320 551 2.5 - - 
321 538 2.5 - - 
322 533 2.5 - - 
323 540 2 - - 
324 462 - - - 
325 491 - - - 
326 309 - - - 
327 557 2.5 - - 
328 561 2.5 - - 
329 563 1.25 - - 
330 345 5 - - 
331 309 - - - 
332 309 - - - 
333 568 2.5 - - 
334 565 5 - - 
335 564 5 - - 
336 343 5 - - 
337 347 5 - - 
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338 44 5 1 0.3 - small stones 
339 580 2.5 - - 
340 572 5 - - 
341 559 3.5 - - 
342 568 5 1 0.5 - stones 
343 578 4 1 0.5 - stones 
344 527 - - - 
345 491 - - - 
346 491 10 1 0.6 - stones 
347 586 10 1 3 - stones 
348 578 - - - 
349 590 2.5 1 0.5 - stones 
350 593 2.5 - - 
351 296 5 - - 
352 596 4 1 1 - stones 
353 596 0.01 1 <0.01 - stones 
354 585 5 1 0.3 - stones 
355 585,586 0.7 1 0.2 - small stones 
356 597 - - - 
357 605 - - - 
358 605 0.001 0 <0.001 
359 607 - - - 
360 605 2 1 0.5 - stones 
361 606 2 1 1 - stones 
362 582 5 1 1 - stones 
363 491 - - - 
364 503 - - - 
365 21 5 1 1.2 - stones 
366 554 4 1 1 - stones 
367 553 4 1 1 - stones 
368 589 2.5 - - 
369 611 2.5 - - 
370 378 1.25 - - 
371 601 1.25 - - 
372 343 - - - 
373 554 - - - 
374 3 - - - 
375 625 1.5 1 0.25 - small stones 
376 523 5 1 1 - stones 
377 603 - - - 
378 491 - - - 
379 607 2.5 - - 
380 510 5 1 0.75 - stones 

381 3 (part 
B) 5 1 1 - stones 

382 3 (part 
D) 5 1 0.75 - stones 

383 3 4 1 0.75 - stones 

384 3 (part 
A) 0.5 - - 

385 603 2.5 1 0.6 - stones 
386 309 5 - - 
387 628 2.5 - - 
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388 570 0.5 - - 
389 23 30 - - 
390 491 - - - 
391 616 5 - - 
392 481 - - - 
393 269 5 - - 
394 585 <0.001 0 <0.001 - charred grain 
395 636 2.5 - - 
396 330 5 - - 
397 614 5 - - 
398 3 - - - 
399 642 10 - - 
400 180 2.5 1 0.3 - small stones 
401 180 - - - 
402 33 5 - - 
403 491 2.5     
404 686 1 1 0.4 - stones 
405 623 - - - 
406 358 0.3 - - 
407 358 4 1 1 - stones 
408 491 0.4 1 0.03 - stones 
409 688 0.5 - - 
410 623 2.5 - - 
411 639 2 1 0.8 - stones 
412 631 2.5 - - 
413 570 2.5 - - 
414 47 (E) 2.5 1 0.7 - stones 

414 47 
(SW) 2.5 1 0.8 - stones 

415 652 5 1 1 - stones 
416 654 - - - 
417 348 2.5 - - 
418 525 4 1 1 - stones 
419 211 2 1 0.5 - stones 
420 657 1 - - 
421 525 - - - 
422 358 1 1 0.1 - stones 
423 47 - - - 
424 355 - - - 
425 355 2 - - 
426 305 5 1 1 - stones 
427 660 2.5 1 1 - stones 
428 661 2.5 1 0.5 - small stones 
429 662 2.5 1 1 - small stones 
430 663 1.5 1 0.5 - stones 
431 644 2.5 1 0.7 - stones 
432 360 2.5 - - 
433 330 - - - 
434 372 2.5 - - 
435 631 2.5 - - 
436 620 2.5     
437 180 - - - 
438 655 2.5L - - 
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439 659 0.2L     
440 665 2.5L - - 
441 665 5L - - 
442 208 2.5L - - 
443 646 2.5L - - 
444 353 2L 1 0.1 - stones 
445 353 - - - 
446 361 5L - - 
447 638 1L 1 0.3 - stones 
448 678 5L     
449 671 2.5L - - 
450 667 2.5L - - 
451 654 4L 1 0.8 - stones 
452 667 2.5L - - 
453 134 0.2L - - 
454 669 2.5L     
455 663 - - - 
456 646 - - - 
457 620 - - - 
458 681 4L 1 0.5 - stones 
459 689 4L 1 0.6 - stones 
460 682 5L - - 
461 199 - - - 
462 199 - - - 
463 703 - - - 
464 Void       
465 Void       
466 358 - - - 
467 358 - - - 
468 358 - - - 
469 199 - - - 
470 199 - - - 
471 200 - - - 
472 91 2.5L 1 0.5 - stones 
          

 
 
Appendix 3.3  Charcoal 
 

Sample 
# 

Context 
# 

Feature type i.e. 
Structure A, hearth C45 Material Number of 

Bags 
Weight 
(g) 

26 C12  Charcoal 1 0.3 
20 C20  Charcoal 1 2.0 
16 C40  Charcoal 1 0.5 
1 C48  Charcoal 1 0.6 
15 C79  Charcoal 1 0.2 
14 C81  Charcoal 1 3.1 
472 C91  Charcoal 1 4.0 
34 C126  Charcoal 1 2.1 
74 C159  Charcoal 1 11.0 
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400 C180  Charcoal 1 0.1 
184 C181  Charcoal 1 15.8 
42 C182  Charcoal 1 0.9 
75 C192  Charcoal 1 9.4 
76 C192  Charcoal 1 8.8 
46 C193  Charcoal 1 18.3 
68 C204 Linear Charcoal 1 10.1 
106 C206  Charcoal 1 4.3 
78 C240  Charcoal 1 0.6 
102 C282  Charcoal 1 0.3 
91 C289 Linear Charcoal 1 14.0 
208 C294  Charcoal 1 3.1 
426 C305  Charcoal 1 0.6 
140 C322  Charcoal 1 0.2 
199 C335  Charcoal 1 1.6 
444 C353  Charcoal 1 0.4 
167 C374  Charcoal 1 6.5 
196 C396  Charcoal 1 0.8 
172 C400  Charcoal 1 0.1 
213 C400  Charcoal 1 0.6 
250 C400  Charcoal 1 1.9 
191 C403  Charcoal 1 0.3 
216 C433  Charcoal 1 0.1 
215 C444 Oval burnt feature Charcoal 1 1.1 
231 C464  Charcoal 1 0.1 
287 C486 Pit Charcoal 1 6.0 
408 C491 Pit Charcoal 1 10.6 
294 C519  Charcoal 1 96.5 
418 C525  Charcoal 1 0.3 
353 C596 Pit Charcoal 1 1.0 
375 C625 Ditch Charcoal 1 0.8 

 
Appendix 3.4  Wood 
 

Sample 
# 

Context 
# 

Feature type i.e. 
Structure A, hearth 
C45 

Material Number 
of Bags 

Weight 
(g) 

93 C202  Waterlogged wood 1   
406 C358 Cess Pit? Waterlogged wood 1   
466 C358  Waterlogged wood 1   
467 C358  Waterlogged wood 1   
468 C358  Waterlogged wood 1   

 
Appendix 3.5  Shell 
 

Sample 
# 

Context 
# 

Feature type i.e. 
Structure A, hearth 
C45 

Material Number 
of Bags 

Weight 
(g) 

358 C605 Well Shell 1 0.1 
361 C606  Shell 1 1.9 
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Appendix 3.6  Bone 
 

Sample 
# Context # 

Feature type 
i.e. Structure 
A, hearth 
C45 

Material Number 
of Bags Weight (g) 

374 C3 Horse mill Animal bone 1 2.2 
398 C3 Horse mill Animal bone 1 4.2 
147 C13 Ditch Animal bone 1 2.4 
164 C13 Ditch Animal bone 1 246.0 
9 C23 Ditch Animal bone 1 118.9 
40 C23 Ditch Animal bone 1 24.7 
84 C23 Ditch Animal bone 1 29.6 
88 C23 Ditch Animal bone 1 88.4 
97 C23 Ditch Animal bone 2 1163.0 
47 C25 Pit Animal bone 1 814.0 
63 C28 Ditch Animal bone 1 0.5 
127 C28 Ditch Animal bone 1 7.2 
18 C39 Pit Animal bone 1 13.5 
2 C46 Linear Animal bone 1 2.4 
423 C47 Foundation Animal bone 1 3.6 
65 C56 Linear Animal bone 1 3.2 
8 C59 Layer Animal bone 1 16.6 
129 C59 Ditch Animal bone 1 32.4 
148 C59 Topsoil Animal bone 1 4.6 
59 C66 Ditch Animal bone 1 32.2 
122 C95 Ditch Animal bone 1 3.6 
66 C111 Linear Animal bone 1 9.9 
57 C115 Linear Animal bone 1 3.7 
32 C116 Spread Animal bone 1 48.5 
119 C116 Spread Animal bone 1 321.0 
236 C122 Ditch/drain Animal bone 1 12.2 
98 C124 Layer Animal bone 1 3.6 
163 C124 Spread Animal bone 1 54.0 
35 C172 Pit Animal bone 1 344.8 
39 C172 Pit Animal bone 1 106.3 
150 C178  Animal bone 1 72.4 
99 C179 Ditch Animal bone 1 26.5 
437 C180 Pit Animal bone 1 93.5 
53 C188 Pit Animal bone 1 3.0 
48 C193 Ditch Animal bone 1 4.6 
45 C199 Ditch Animal bone 1 115.4 
134 C199  Animal bone 1 21.2 
142 C199 Road Animal bone 1 1295.0 
192 C199 Ditch Animal bone 1 517.0 
270 C199 Road Animal bone 1 293.0 
461 C199 Med road Animal bone 1 295.0 
469 C199 Med road Animal bone 1 1.3 
188 C200 Pit Animal bone 1 44.3 
244 C200 Pit Animal bone 1 61.5 
471 C200 Med road Animal bone 1 136.6 
245 C201 Pit Animal bone 1 53.6 
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246 C201 Pit Animal bone 1 1.7 
73 C212 Pit Animal bone 1 0.1 
82 C214 Furrow Animal bone 1 8.1 
100 C234 Ditch Animal bone 1 138.5 
145 C234 Ditch Animal bone 1 137.9 
144 C259 Ditch Animal bone 1 2.4 
146 C262 Ditch Animal bone 1 130.4 
151 C262 Ditch Animal bone 1 170.3 
265 C281 Ditch Animal bone 1 64.9 
290 C284  Animal bone 1 0.4 
256 C294 Pit Animal bone 1 3.2 
143 C296 Pit Animal bone 1 220.0 
275 C299 Furrow Animal bone 1 0.8 
314 C309 Ditch Animal bone 1 34.1 
315 C309 Ditch Animal bone 1 136.0 
326 C309 Ditch Animal bone 1 1.0 
331 C309 Ditch Animal bone 1 12.2 
332 C309 Ditch Animal bone 1 10.2 
174 C329 Ditch/trench Animal bone 1 517.0 
433 C330 Spread Animal bone 1 22.5 
285 C331 Pit Animal bone 1 78.9 
280 C332 Furrow Animal bone 1 8.1 
229 C333  Animal bone 1 100.7 
201 C335 Linear Animal bone 1 6.4 
210 C339 Pit Animal bone 1 33.0 
372 C343 Ditch Animal bone 1 245.0 
165 C349  Animal bone 1 170.0 
445 C353  Animal bone 1 284.7 
424 C355  Animal bone 1 3.5 
226 C365  Animal bone 1 71.6 
186 C375  Animal bone 1 0.2 
202 C375  Animal bone 1 7.4 
258 C391  Animal bone 1 0.2 
203 C396  Animal bone 1 5.0 
227 C396  Animal bone 1 19.2 
214 C400  Animal bone 1 33.0 
182 C424  Animal bone 1 155 
257 C447  Animal bone 1 146.5 
224 C451  Animal bone 1 0.6 
324 C462  Animal bone 1 62.7 
220 C464  Animal bone 1 0.7 
282 C467  Animal bone 1 90.7 
289 C467  Animal bone 1 29.4 
269 C469  Animal bone 1 0.7 
260 C476  Animal bone 1 4.1 
392 C481  Animal bone 1 15.0 
272 C484  Animal bone 1 21.6 
325 C491  Animal bone 1 26.8 
345 C491  Animal bone 1 98.0 
363 C491  Animal bone 1 52.2 
378 C491  Animal bone 1 145.8 
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390 C491  Animal bone 1 274 
364 C503  Animal bone 1 27.2 
295 C510  Animal bone 2 354.9 
311 C510  Animal bone 1 63.4 
344 C527  Animal bone 1 5.9 
305 C550  Animal bone 1 9.4 
313 C554  Animal bone 1 3.5 
373 C554  Animal bone 1 0.1 
333 C568  Animal bone 1 17.1 
348 C578  Animal bone 1 2.5 

355 C585, 
C586  Animal bone 1 0.7 

356 C597  Animal bone 1 31.3 
377 C603  Animal bone 1 27.1 
357 C605  Animal bone 1 320 
360 C605  Animal bone 1 9.5 
359 C607  Animal bone 1 4.2 
457 C620  Animal bone 1 0.8 
456 C646  Animal bone 1 68.8 
416 C654  Animal bone 1 54.1 
455 C663  Animal bone 1 26.7 
441 C665  Animal bone 1 700 
404 C686  Animal bone 1 3.3 
463 C703  Animal bone 2 873.7 
 
 
Appendix 3.7  Slag 
 

Sample # Context # 
Feature type 
i.e. Structure A, 
hearth C45 

Sample type 
Comments                   i.e. 
suitable for C14, occupation 
deposit, disturbed etc   

% of total 
context 
volume 

Sample 
volume 
(l) 

158 50 Pit Slag     0 
401 180 Sub oval feat Slag Industrial information   1 bag 
405 623 Pit Slag Industrial information   1 bag 
 
Appendix 3.8  Charred seeds 
 

Sample 
# Context # 

Feature type 
i.e. Structure 
A, hearth 
C45 

Material Number 
of Bags 

Weight 
(g) 

381 C3 (part B)  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
382 C3 (part D)  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
383 C3 (part A)  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
26 C12  Charred seeds 1 2.3 
20 C20  Charred seeds 1 2.3 
365 C21  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
43 C25  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
16 C40  Charred seeds 1 1.0 
414 C47 (E side of wall)  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
414 C47 (SW side of wall)  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
1 C48  Charred seeds 1 5.4 
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7 C50  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
153 C77  Charred seeds 1 0.6 
205 C77  Charred seeds 1 0.5 
15 C79  Charred seeds 1 3.0 
14 C81  Charred seeds 1 24.3 
25 C99  Charred seeds 1 1.2 
34 C126  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
28 C150  Charred seeds 1 0.5 
74 C159  Charred seeds 1 9.9 
175 C166  Charred seeds 1 5.9 
49 C172  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
400 C180  Charred seeds 1 7.3 
184 C181  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
42 C182  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
105 C185  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
75 C192  Charred seeds 1 2.4 
46 C193  Charred seeds 1 1.3 
90 C199  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
93 C202  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
106 C206  Charred seeds 1 0.8 
79 C209  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
419 C211  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
154 C230  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
78 C240  Charred seeds 1 0.9 
92 C245  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
94 C247  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
130 C280  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
102 C282  Charred seeds 1 0.5 
91 C289  Charred seeds 1 6.4 
208 C294  Charred seeds 1 29.0 
426 C305  Charred seeds 1 8.7 
140 C322  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
132 C325  Charred seeds 1 3.6 
174 C329  Charred seeds 1 0.6 
199 C335  Charred seeds 1 2.2 
444 C353  Charred seeds 1 0.4 
407 C358  Charred seeds 1 5.4 
159 C368  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
167 C374  Charred seeds 1 1.7 
196 C396  Charred seeds 1 16.0 
172 C400  Charred seeds 1 6.2 
213 C400  Charred seeds 1 7.6 
250 C400  Charred seeds 1 1.5 
191 C403  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
255 C410  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
212 C420  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
235 C421  Charred seeds 1 0.4 
216 C433  Charred seeds 1 1.7 
215 C444  Charred seeds 1 7.9 
248 C462  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
231 C464  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
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261 C484  Charred seeds 1 0.4 
286 C486  Charred seeds 1 0.7 
380 C510  Charred seeds 1 0.5 
294 C519  Charred seeds 1 244 
418 C525  Charred seeds 1 0.6 
366 C554  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
312 C560  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
362 C582  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
354 C585  Charred seeds 1 8.5 
394 C585  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
347 C586  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
349 C590  Charred seeds 1 1.9 
352 C596  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
385 C603  Charred seeds 1 0.1 
375 C625  Charred seeds 1 4 
447 C638  Charred seeds 1 3 
431 C644  Charred seeds 1 0.3 
415 C652  Charred seeds 1 0.4 
451 C654  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
427 C660  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
428 C661  Charred seeds 1 1.2 
429 C662  Charred seeds 1 0.6 
430 C663  Charred seeds 1 0.2 
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APPENDIX 4: ARCHIVE INDEX 
 
 
Project: M3 – Navan to Kells, Contract 4 Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd 

Site Name: Phoenixtown 2  
Ministerial Number: A029\011  

Site director: Ed Lyne  

Date: 19/4/07  

 Items (quantity) Comments 

Field Records     
Site drawings (plans) 81  

Site sections, profiles, elevations 291 section drawings, 14 
profile drawings. 

 

Other plans, sketches, etc. 1   

Timber drawings 0   

Stone structural drawings 0   

      

Site diary/note books 0   

Site registers (folders) 3   

      

Survey/levels data (origin information) On drawings   

      

Context sheets 701   

Wood Sheets 0   

Skeleton Sheets 0   

Worked stone sheets  0   

      

Digital photographs 1356   

Photographs (print) 0   

Photographs (slide) 0   

      

Finds and Environ. Archive                            

Flint/chert 17   

Stone artefacts 12   

Pottery (specify periods/typology) 674 Med, 7 PM    

Ceramic Building Material  (specify types  eg daub, tile) 5   

Metal artefacts (specify types - bronze, iron) 25   

Glass 1 Post-med  

Other find types or special finds (specify) 1  Bone handled knife 

      

Human bone (specify type eg cremated, skeleton, disarticulated) 0   
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Animal bone 130   

Metallurgical waste 3   

Enviro bulk soil (specify no. of samples) 287 - 

Enviro monolith (specify number of samples and number of tins per 
sample) 

0   

      

Security copy of archive Yes   
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APPENDIX 5: RMP SITES WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
 
There are no RMP sites within 500m of the site at Phoenixtown 2. However, there 
are two RMP sites slightly further from the site which may be relevant in this case. 
 
RMP No.: ME017-038 
Townland: Martry 
Parish: Martry 
Barony: Lower Navan 
NGR: 27917/27188 
Classification: Cross base 
Dist. from site: 750m 
Description: The site consists of a rectangular cross base, 0.83m x 0.9m that 

stands on top of a mound c.4m in diameter and 1m in height. 
Reference: SMR file. 
 
 
 
RMP No.: ME017-037 
Townland: Martry 

Parish: Martry 

Barony: Lower Navan 
NGR:  
Classification: Church (In ruins) 

Dist. from site: 800m 

Description: Church (In ruins) 
Reference: SMR file. 
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APPENDIX 6:  GLOSSARY 
 
 

Access road A new private/public road provided for access to lands 
where previous access has been cut off by road 
development 

 
Barrow  circular burial monument of the Bronze Age and Iron 

Age with a central area defined by a ditch and an 
external bank 

 
Bivallate    two sets of ramparts  
  
Bronze Age  c. 2400—500 BC, the introduction of metallurgy in 

Ireland. A time of technological, social and economic 
development and change  

 
Cairn  mound composed of stones, sometimes with internal 

structures; usually a burial monument, but sometimes 
used as a memorial  

 
Cashel   ringfort with stone instead of earthen banks 
  
Cist     pits lined with stone flags containing a burial  
 
Code of Practice an agreement between the Minister (Department of 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government) and the 
National Roads Authority acting on behalf of the 
Authority and the local authorities in relation to 
archaeology and the development of national roads 

 
Chainage road scheme centreline distance in metres from 

scheme start point to finish, in this case south to north 
 
Context No.  individual number used to record a feature uncovered 

in an archaeological excavation 
 
CPO  Compulsory Purchase Order used to compulsorily 

acquire land required for the development, in this case 
a road 

 
Cropmark  where buried features such as ditches or walls affect 

the covering soil and alter the colour of the surface 
vegetation and/or crop 

 
Directions under 2004 National Monuments (Amendment) Act 

Section 14A(2) – any works of an archaeological nature 
that are carried out in respect of an approved road 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
directions of the Minister, which directions shall be 
issued following consultation by the Minister with the 
Director of the National Museum of Ireland  
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DoEHLG Department of the Environment Heritage and Local 
Government 

 
Dún  ringfort, usually with earthen banks, but a name also 

given to prehistoric ceremonial enclosures  
 
Earthwork    monument made entirely or largely of earth  
 
Enclosure  monument consisting of an enclosing feature, such as a 

bank or a ditch, usually earthen, such as barrows or 
ringforts 

 
Excavation  or Resolution is the manual and mechanical 

excavation by an archaeologist-led team with specific 
objectives with regard to information, preservation, 
recording, etc. of archaeological information. Its 
purpose is to investigate fully archaeological deposits 
and features  

 
Feature archaeological feature, an artificial (man-made) 

structure or cut or deposit 
 
Field system  pattern of fields, now no longer in use, sometimes 

visible as low earthworks and often associated with 
medieval or earlier settlements  

 
Fosse     ditch  
 
Fulacht fiadh  Bronze Age cooking site characterised by a crescentic 

mound of burnt stone; usually built in damp areas, 
where the trench for cooking in would fill with water; 
usually found in groups and also referred to as a Burnt 
Mound (plural: fulachta fiadh) 

 
Geophysics  non-invasive survey method involving one or more of 

the following; earth resistance, various types of 
magnetometry and ground penetrating radar  

 
Henge  large earthen embanked enclosure with an internal 

ditch and external bank  
 
Hillfort  large late Bronze Age/Iron Age defensive hilltop 

enclosure defined by one or more large ramparts and 
consisting of banks with external ditches  

 
Holy well  natural spring or well associated with a saint or a 

tradition of cures  
 
In situ archaeological features or artefacts found in their 

original position in the ground 
 
Iron Age  prehistoric period from c. 500 BC to c. AD 500. Also 

described as the Celtic period, when influences from 
central Europe and Britain led to the adoption of the 
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Celtic language and the development of an Irish style of 
Celtic art 

 
Landtake land acquired for the road development (see CPO) 
 
Licencee archaeologist qualified under the DoEHLG to direct the 

excavation of archaeological sites 
 
Lime kiln  stone and brick structure utilised for the burning of lime. 

Mostly built in the 18th and 19th centuries when the 
burning of lime as an agricultural fertiliser was 
widespread 

 
Megalithic tomb   literally ‘large stone,’ a Neolithic tomb  
 
Mesolithic    prehistoric period from c. 7000–4000 BC 
  
Moated site  Anglo-Norman defended homestead consisting of a 

square or rectangular enclosure defined by a bank and 
a broad, flat-bottomed ditch. Dated to the 13th and 14th 
centuries and often built in damp land so that the moat 
would fill with water  

 
Motte and bailey  Anglo-Norman defensive structure consisting of a large, 

steep-sided earthen mound – the motte – with a 
rectangular enclosure at the base – the bailey; dated to 
the 12th and 13th centuries 

  
Multivallate    more than two sets of ramparts  
 
National Monument monument or the remains of a monument the 

preservation of which is a matter of national importance 
by reason of the historical, architectural, traditional, 
artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto 

 
NGR National Grid Reference 
 
NMI National Museum of Ireland 
 
Natural  natural subsoils located beneath the topsoil in which 

archaeological features are located 
 
Neolithic  pertaining to the New Stone Age c. 4000–2500 BC, 

when agriculture and cattle husbandry was developed 
in Ireland  

 
Occupation site settlement site; the term is usually used to indicate a 

prehistoric site  
 
OS  Ordnance Survey 
 
Passage tomb  megalithic tomb dating to the neolithic characterised by 

an oval or circular mound, kerbing, and a passage, 
often terminating with a chamber in which cremated 
burials were placed; often situated on hilltops  
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Rath  ringfort, usually with earthen banks, or any circular 

enclosure  
 
Raheen    small fort  
 
Resolution see Excavation above 
 
Ring barrow    barrow with raised or domed central area  
 
Ring ditch    barrow with flat or dished central area  
 
Ringfort  early medieval (c. AD 500–1100) defended secular 

settlement consisting of a bank and external ditch 
defining a central circular area that contained dwelling 
structures of occupants; also called fairy fort, rath, lios, 
or cashel (the latter constructed of stone as opposed to 
earth) 

 
RMP  Record of Monuments and Places – a list of 

monuments and places and accompanying maps 
compiled by the State. Sites designated an RMP are 
subject to statutory protection under the National 
Monuments Act 

 
Roadtake outer edge of the road including any embankment 
 
Souterrain  underground passages, probably built for storage 

purposes or possibly as temporary refuges; often 
associated with ringforts  

 
Standing stone  upright stone, usually single but sometimes in pairs and 

groups. They can be shaped or natural and are usually 
dated to the Bronze Age but occasionally to the 
Neolithic. Used to mark routes, sacred areas, 
boundaries or, occasionally, burials  

 
Site  archaeological site – an individual or group of artefacts 

and/or features in an area 
 
Test excavation  form of archaeological excavation where the purpose is 

to establish the nature and extent of archaeological 
deposits and features present in a location that is 
proposed for development. Its purpose is not to 
investigate fully those deposits or features 

 
Test trenching  see Test excavation above  
 
Tower house small castle, usually of three storeys, dating from the 

14th to 16th centuries  
 
Tumulus burial mound composed of earth, sometimes with 

internal structures  
 
Uncoursed masonry  wall laid in a random form  
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Univallate    single set of ramparts  
 
Zone of archaeological potential 

buffer area around an archaeological site or monument 
where greatest potential exists for the recovery of 
archaeology associated with a site or monument 
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