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Mary Desvy progect archacologist wirk Mearhe Connry Cousectl National Boads

Digsiem Offiee, desorebes o L3 k-coritiory vreny Sroock frome o nrcdrerad borge

excavated ar Boverctownss, on the rante-of the M3,

Strunpge writing and stramger creatures ihabit o beautiful sitlver obijece Bound
recontly ar Boversrown, wese of Savan, Co, Mearh, The ahjecr is 0 medieval ving
brocch dating 1o abour the 1 3th centuey, Ring brooclies, which were used o fisoen
clothing, were worn by Both e and woren cheoughout inedicval Europe. Thoy
wore wiorn by peaple at all levels in socicey and vaned aceordingly i the nanree

al the material trom which they were ade—cangiig beom precious metals and
geiiy o cheap, relutively mmss-produced copics in bronee or peween The brooch i
rypreally nny, st 30 mmon diameren, bur ¢lose inspection reveals the nanre af rhe

markmgs on the feong and back

The insenption an the frone of the braceh (B 1 woan Bann: [ESVS
MAZARENVS KEX L This s a shorrened version of the ticalos,
: inscription placed above the head of Jesus Chrise at iy Srucifizion: IESYS
3.1 B NAZARENUS REX IVDAEORVYM, which rranslares as ' Jesus of Mazarerh, King

[ ETA R TR TE R VA TR FURAF TR RS B AT
T R T R of the Jews" Inothe Middle Ages such inscoprions were not sunply a rellection o
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religious devotion but were also believed w have amualeie propeeocs, The use of
the rirulng was hebeved ra be a defence aganse vinlenr dearh or sudden harm and
was very conuiion on jewellery, including nng brooches, aceoss Eovope, The same
useription, this tme abbreviated o IHCNRL appears on another ring browch teom
Ireland, alio from Couney Meath, found ar [rim,

The sirange crezmures appear an che reverse of the brocch, There ace four
creatures, each i i own separare panel (g 31 Pwo af che ereatures; accopymg
opposite panels, appear to be sateralistic depictions of bieds, While sucli inages

may be purely decorarive, it is also possible chat chey are dymbolic and relace o the
message relaved by the inseriprion. ' The long frathers and beaks of the birds suggesr
they could be pelicans (Fig. 2), and both appear o have a ok oo their beeasts. Tn
the Middle Apes pelicans were thought 1o be particularly atteneive o their vonng,
even o the pmnt of providing their own blaod when no ofther foad was available,
Like many sea birds, pelicans feed thele young by regurgieeting fish cauglil at sey,

but the exrension of this to blood apparently may have arisen because these hirds
were suscepnible toa dusase thar lefr o red mark oo the brease. o the medieva
viewer however, the pelican’s apparent sacrifice provided a symbolic liuk 1o
the sacrifice of Chrase on the cross. The use of this image in medieval are
and hirerature i5 known as *pelican in piety”, Perhaps it is stretching the
wterpretation @ litde, ot trages of ced engoiel that orggmally Alled the
recesses beoween the raised decoration on the brooch mighe lend a
further hinr in favour of this interpretation,

b o«

Detz | of peberza amd
fed engrmel oo the

resrse o the braoch

| 26 seanda The M Archaeoiegy Magaziie



Ar hrst plance the uther two creatures appear rdhke, hor
miackedly differente in thar they have stmred wings and o shioe
tatb—purhaps ke juvenile birds, again upparentle supportme the
ahoventerpretation. However cluser imspectinn reveals a shocking
detorinitys The Tards” have human heads. One of the eads &
clearly Female, worh medieval beaddiess and hairstvle—eotled hair
el v an e sides tFig, A1 The hiead of the apposing fignre 15 less
Clewr Tl haeseyvle looks typieally male—shor with curled ey

[ar the face s daffenlr 1o discern,

Creatuees with female heads and the bodies ol birds were
known as sirens and have their ociging i classical mythologs
Phey hadl besutidul singing viices that had an exrraordwmany powes
Lo steduce and this was howw they lored ywatormumate suilors ont
recks, where they wonld be shupwrecked and dic. Sirens appearin
[lomer's Chdyssew, where Odysseus barely escapesther powers by
plugping hiscars wich beeswas, & miore common version ul the
stren as che mermind with o demale bead and wrso and the hody
and tail al o lsl, Mule sirens are a very nnuénal occnrrence, bt
are oot anknewn in classical and miedieval ace. 1o the Middle Ages
staries aboursirens and mermaids bevume i vehicle for Chriernn
religious and moral teachings: the siren was 3 symbaol of rempranion
i deception, a warning to those who tooke dehight 1 worldly
pleasires, a path that would lead straight intw the armes of the devil.,

It i nec immediarely obvinns how this symbolism fis with
the relipans or amuletic inscoption on the front of the hrooch.
Linless, chat is, it was o present from one lover to anecher with a
mised message—on the one hand, calling on Cluist w proes dhe
weater, an the other hand. a nov so veiled warning to the wearer
of the perils ol inlidelit,

The bronch was found ducing the early stages of
excovation of a nuadivval house ar Boverstown., 1n advance
el the M3 Clonce=MNorth of Kells motorwar scheme. Onee
the excavation has been completed, excavation director
Kevin Martin, Archacological Consultaney Services Lrd,
will hopefully be able to specnlate further oo tae Jife of
the rwner af this ambiguous brooch,
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