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Mary Devwy, prosect archacologist wath
Meagh ey Clisoeell National Woads
Dresign Qffice, prrovddes s oveemien of wew
archacelogical discoveres o the M3
Cliasiriy Meatl,

|1 Simwe auruinn 2003 archacelogises have buen
| R bugy excavating over 160 archaenlogical

[ %{\ : i srles i acvance of the works o Taild che

| oy Maey Doesy M3 Clonee—orch of Fells motorway m

Lionnty Meath, These sites vary hugely
size. e, lunchion and sigoilicance—leom & single Hee or reluse pi
i large sertloment complexes, from prehisrorss we carly modern m
clate and from the szeved o the profane. Inche follvang arsicles
o Che M3 excavaiions, the nlerin results Do o selecton of hese
sites are deseribed by the exseavation dircorors from Archacological
Consilrancy Services Ll and by other researchers working
o the scheme:

he combinarion ot sxtensive pro-excavarion investization and
Large, open-aren excavatens uncovered more thao the usual solated
Brones Age sites mthe Ferm of buene mounds, burials and houses, but
mre excrimply, and more siprifeancly, they have also revealed aspecrs
ol prelestone Tandscs pes theougbou tee area ol e scheome, A number
of sites have both sooclemene and burial monuments in close pronany
anel 30wl e inreresting rosee iF the daring shows thar bath acrivities
vock place sionullanweously, wr ot e wse ol sives changed over e
ithar is, were sertlement asimes ve-uscd as burial grounds of vice voraal.
e such site is Ardzaltagh, just noesh o the River Boyne, excavated
by Linda Clarke awd discossed Below by Clacke and resvarcler MNeil
Carlin, Prelimunary analvsis, of che potery i parncular suggeas uac

arel re-vse of the size over 2000 vears from 2000 BO anasards,

Arguably some of the most intercaning sices an the acheme are
the early medieval sites, In rerms ot size and finds, these are the ones
tral bave dorniaced gur accenvion during the cxcavacons, Three
sites i paracular—Castefarm, Roestown and Dowiderown—have
produced srviking archacalogical evidense tor high-atates dwelling

places of prosperous farming communities. Deep dicches and high

Fa. 70 Sacewation Disscter 3ok OfHare, ACS Le, desor Dirg excavaliors an Boesions,

Ca. Meath, wowistess from the KMeatn Arcaasalegics ard Hisworics Seciety on asuny
L I R
10 seanla The Nid Achacslog, Sfagaziee
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In Brief
GEOPHYSICAL
SURVEY

Banks seould have encloged each of thess thres sires,
yeb na surtace remaing wece visible in advance of

e 23 archaeeological investigations, When vou
consider how such large-scale sives have disappeared
completely tram the visible landscape and local
IEICIEIATY., l'l:]ﬂ'ﬁﬂ Sit{.'ﬁ arc a Tl.',"'l.-'l.:_lﬂtjl.,'l'l'l..

Jaha Michalls and Tran Shiel of Targel
Archaeological Ceophysics carried our addinenal
eeophvacal sursey ar various sites across the
scheme and they oucline the resulis of some of
theeir seork o cdace, This has included very sood
resules from aites at Castlefarm, Collierstivan and
Boyerstown, among others, The use of geopliysical
survey e advance of and during excavation has
ereathy enhanced pur abnlity vo andersrand che scale
and natere ol many sites hefore puting o spade o

chie prosmned,

While protie iy and il are I__l.-]:}il_'n]l}' e vl
connmnery finds on site, it s the smallen, persenal
abyeera, those of bane and meral, thar aften rell os
sk abonr individual people nthe past, Cue such
artelact 5 4 vy, silver muesdlicval ring brooch from
Bevverstovn, just antside MNavan, which is illnsrrared
anel discussed elow

A grosang area o interesr in archaenlopy is the
cermains of post-medieval (early Patk cencory-late
17¢h coneury ADD and carly modern siies, often
surprisivgly pocely nnderstond From hisrarical
vecords alone, Ledia Cagney, witl Irial Glenn,
tleseribes the resules of her excavanen of one
such atte—a TUrh-century post otfice, hoose and
sunithy al Plalpetstesao—and illusirates bow Hving
memory helped complete the peture skerched from

arhaeclomical and hisrorical research,

The 83 motensar project has enabled us o

eravel hack inte our past. e bringing o wice range

i

of seientific investigarive technigues 0t wse
at the sires, archaealogists have imeovsred
evidence lor how ordinazy people lived,
weorked amd died i the landseapes of County
Meatk, meluding around the THI of Tara, the
veiow e archaeclogical comples of Tuge

wnlrural significance.

Through te M3 s estigations
archacelogists have discovered evidence for
prehistoric, sarly medieval and medieval
selllenents and butals, pust oedieval hooses,
Felds and reads and cacly modern buillings,
All af this archacological evidencs has
provided Gscinating insiehts Do sclulars aod
fur the public, and taken topecher will cnable
s touncdersandd heow his landseape developed
oer L, Furthier details of the onpgoing worlk
can be found on a dedicaced websice:
WL M otorway.ie
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