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Conguitancy Services Led (ACS Lrd), reports cun prebistoris and The final area of prehistoric actvity congists of 2 dng-diceh (v 7 m
sedieoal sites crrvenrly Desngr evravated ot Castlefarm, Ui, Meath, i dizmierer) locared ar cthe eass of rhe site, Some small frapmenss

e of burnt T were vcellecied Qoo the Tl ul the ditch, suggesting o

Frehistoric scriviey and medisval enclasuies Fave bisen lbcafed it teken cremarion as opposcd to a formal burial, There 13 oo trace of an

Castlekirm, o short distance south-west of the Coumey Reath town txrr:ﬂ,ml e RPNl e, A ey o PHL‘W'?T AOEAR
ol Pruslogne, un the R137 Dunboyne-ddaynoorh road, alongs the SLII:.J.'.I jeatares Ay bave been ploughed sway be recent agricultural
aropoacd route of the SU03 Dunboyvne Lank Road Scoth. 10 owas B
mirially identitied oo geophysical survey uodenalen

by Bartlere-Clark Consultancy in 2002, In 2004 2

arogramme of centreline testing was ancerrzken by

Fahert O ara ob ACS Lod aod us conlivied e

existence of archacological deposits in the form of

numerous pie, spreads of bormt mracerial ared dirches

*

ab prabahle medieeal date, A Tull acheeological
eacavation has been ongoing ar che site singe Noveniber
Zous, To dare, the archaeclomists bave ancovered
asignificant enclosure comples, dining b he eacls ———
medizval aned medieval periods, in addition o chree
wodared coneentrations of prehistoric aorivity, which

tells vs mnch aloor howe Tife was lived over the conturies
ac Castlefarm.

Meolithic (o, aooo—72900 BOD

The varlivst activity ar Castlefarm way located ar the
north=wesr of the excavared area, hetwesen oo larer
enclosure dirches {Figo 13, The svidence uncoeeral
consists of 8 searmer of 27 srake-holes, six posc-heles
and ra pire. A clisel-ended thint arrowhead, of a repe
ke as et trascher decivotive, was collected Croem
the: Bl of sne of the post-heles. This obieer can be
dared o JOO=25000 B A pabished stone axchead, also
Iocared nearksy is locther evidence of Nealithic activies
al the site, Excavation s ongoing in this arca and 10a
anticipated that, when complere; it may be possible m
discern the outline ol a prebistonie stractare from the

parctern of pose- and stake-haoles,

o BTN s A B

Rronze Ape (o, 2400—800 BO) ,-f'
The secon:d arca of prehistorie actviry & locared ar a

distance of oo 40 moease of the pose- and stake-holes and T
cosists ol Ueeee Hear Teatures whose function is nog
knoswn, These linear fzarures are reughly parallel to one
anather and alipred sast—=aest, ranning perpendicolar

o the nateral geadient a s ares of che site, A bromee 5 mar -

dise-bieaded pin was collected Fram the fll of the central . .
feature. Disc-headed pins can be ascribed s the Laes Site: Castlefar 1
Broviee Age i Ireland o, 800600 B Furcher work i3

: : Fit;. 1: Plan ot Czstietarm, O beata, o e zvativon (ol s el
reguaired o detcrmine the exact nature of the featres. : : il T TR ;
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Larly Medieval (AL qoo—11810)

; i, 3
[ he smear Castlefarin occupies a low nararal mdpee thar exeends cazr—svear :
: o F 3 |
avross the proposed road corridne The elevared area orthis rdge was enclosed ‘.!- L;;’g ]
I a series of dicches, mitially comstrocted inche early medicval perind. The i

cxcavanens: have reeorded theer elemenes to this early medisval enclosure; an
irmer enclosore divch: an eoter enclosure Jdivchy and g southern enclosure annes
(Fig. 11 The dirches weee constrocted by digging theongh the naroaral glacial
depoat at the site, then the upezas mazeral was banked onois insermal side. As
phee site has Been sulyecred o exrensive ploughing in postanedaeval and medern
times, ao ace ol the delevsive banls survives: In effecs, what remains on site
are the bases of the enclosure dicches,

inawer enclosire diteh

The muer enclosure ditch, which is 2 mowale ared nearly 1.5 m deep, follows o : s
: . i g2 Bl rg-ur, AR

rhe bross of the elevared midge. Bowghly balf of this dich (o0 123 moalomng irs

civcwnlerened les witlun the proposed voacialee, T a sl civcolae lTealuree .,

with an entramce at rhe sonch-weest, This is inreresting hecnuse enrrances to

lrish carthwork enclosures of this peried ars wsoally aligned o the south-cast,

“Tre the west ot the ensrance the dirch was sipnifcansly narrower andd
shalloseer, This mav he due to che face thar it waz cut throueh 2 more comapacr,
stany clav, The wreefacts reconered were largely varly inedieval 3 dace, Lo
there is pvidence thar a sectinn of the disch was re-cor in the later medieeal

proriod,

Chter enclomire

Arcearly medieval ourer enclosure was also recorded and 1 rouphls
concentric with che inner enclosure ac the south end of che sice, Ac the wese
and nerth ol the site, ils banlks were cul away by laces medieval activive,

Ihis diech was oo 47 o long, over 2 mowide amd 1o deeps Mumeraus early
medicval artefacrs were revorded from che ditch, In addition, seme rubbish
piis were cut dnle Lhe top ol e ouler snclosure. & possible entiance was
recorded at the sonch-wast, oppesire the sarly medieval entrance. At this
point the suter cnclosure narrowed stgnificancy and was filled by small- and

reclinn sresd stones, creatiog au artificial cavseway.

briclosure ounes

L thee ey moeclivval period sz aoes was added e e soath ol the enclesure. Fig. 30 Ring=air, {405 Ld)
This measured approsimarely 30 m easr=weesr by 2025 moand was farmed

b e dicches chat cur the oucer enclosurs diteh ar the zouth and zouth-wesr,

Tl Tl Crows the cnclosure annes were cenfined 1o e easiern divch and,

alrhagh et as rich as the main enclosurs, ie did prodoee 2 copperalloy ring-

pan and agme hone (ans,

Artefact ossemblage

Many mreresting linds have been recoverad From rhe early medieval depoans
on the site, including tanged irom Blades, bone fibalac (brooches of safon-
pi formd, worked anllern, gloss beads, jel boocelers, spindle whonls and bodh

camplere and ineemplers rinmsd pins.

Tren tmads vorialions of ving pin ace sepresentad af Castlelazm: spaeal vags
arel plain vinggs Vigs 2and 31 Both tepes are artached mo lonped pinbesds
i the majorisy of cases, Spiral rings sesemble modern kevrings. The spiral,
g, looped beadvd pins Tron Castlelazm are predominantly mede oo
copper-abloy materials (Galrhongh ome silver specimen was also recovered

Ths class of nng-pin has parallelz ar Early Chesoan ringforr and crannae

sites i Ireland and, acoording v che Tave Tom Fanning®s classlcation, can be

| ul A P e el
daterd tram the foneth o sivch centuries ATE The Castletarm plain vings are LTS

mainly mads of izon and can be paralleled wich similar fireds feom bork Barly
Christian and Viking contexcs in Trelancd (fifch to 1 Tth centries AL
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In addinien, a silver penarmuolar braoch with traces ol broee sile (Fi.
Ap and a copper-alloy omega pin were found inan early medieval well.
This kind af assemblage o oo w high-searos sites of the carly

medseval period.

The eatle mecieval depeosivs alse produced substanrial quancines of
animal bones, which snpests a prosperous pastoral econmny, Taken
i conjunetion with the rch arcefacroal assemblzpe, n pichire besing m
eierge al aosgndwanl, high-saios, secoler settlement with a continuty
af accuparicn thrempghonr the earle medieval period. Futere specialise
analysis of arefaces, faunal remains and envircrmaenral samples will
provide muore specilic information on the dating, environmens and

GO ik rhe sire.

Medieval (Fifth—16th century AD)

substantial medicval activity bas also been recorded at che sie,
Drunhewne was an imporrant manorial centee in the mediera] period
s comtermporary records tell us 0 was the aite of o nmber and, later,
a stome castle, & recent avchaeolugical excavation by Claire Corree—
carned onr on behaltof Calrral Resonrce Development Services Lid
i advanee of the constracoon of the Dunbovne

Ciastle Floteland Spa pevealed the presence of 2
mdieval ringwerk wirhoastone gacehouse, The
narme of the rownland Wastefarm? may mdicare
thar the site Tuoctioned as grange or out farm
mdieval nmes.

Traving Hus perind the cuter enclosure was
re-cut, widened and decpened at s nocth and
west sides, This activire removed any fraces of
early meclivval activity from the outer enclosure
az this perinr. Arrhe south al e site the Tiee of
the enelosuse annes wag cot away. This created
an exlension o the ecarly medicval enelosure thar
appears [on the evidence ol geoplysical sureey
carried our by Larges Archacalogical Geoplysics)
Lo extend bevond the castorn sice boundary and 2
tar as the easren Geld oo, Three phases of
acovery were recorded inrhe mcdicval encliosure,
Mumerons sherds of medicval porrery, known
as Dublin ware, a booe stick pin and workad
umbers were recoversd from the eacliest levels,
The worked wood ncluded a srave (P 53 and
a base dise lrom aowoeden bucker, A decorated
COprper-a vy menans weas recovered leam e
midille phase, The Anal phase contaimed 2 mix
alearly medivval, medieval and carly modern
artetacrs, which suggests 10 was derved from

medern agriculiurzl practices. Dxcavation wack is

angoing in this area.

An irmer enclosore divch was located towards
the sourh-cast of the medieval enclosure ard
nerthnb the ring-ilche Wowas o shallow, curving

dirch Conla |1"I11"I|:{ THITEres |_'mtr|::r1_,' SI‘.II}],'I_‘IS_

fragmenes of iron ping and a fragment af a
herne conby, Caly U wescero side of this dirch
was locared wirkin the proposed toad corcide,
hesweever evidence from peaphysical sirvey
suggests ot b ey e 200m m damerer.

The vastern annex diteh was also rescur in the medwessl parind. The
re=eul was shallower s wider thao the primary dirch and conrained
numerons sherds of medieval pottery and some copperalluy stk pins,
This may have consoruted pact of an internal sub-division within the

medieval eoclosure,

Eleven burials have been vecarded ar the sice. Three of these are
froon U upper levels of various ditches and oneis an mfam buzial
thas may be mnch Later than the archaeologacal activive at che site, The
remaining zeven burials were recorded 2t che sonth-wesr of the site, All
ol these burialy were supine (lazl on ther back! and arientated easr-
weest, sppesting o Chostan Toesal rives Lo addivion, che burial posoare
1 some cases sugpests they were baried tnoa sheond, bat no assoctaned
Lo or metal pins or other grave-gonds have been recovered.

migiifieantly, reeo of the hurials were recorded along, e ol
wostern entrance e the casly medieval enclosare, betwesn the inner
and outer dilches, This sugpests chat these seven barials may dare o
the medieval phase ot sire accopation: althoogh e er specialist werk

will be needed to clarify this.
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