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SUMMARY 

The following report details the results of metal detection of topsoil at Boyerstown 1, an 

archaeological site on Contract 3 Navan Bypass on the planned M3 Clonee-North of Kells 

Motorway Scheme. The work was carried out under direction (A023/028) from The Department 

of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in consultation with the National Museum of 

Ireland. 

A program of systematic metal detection was completed prior to topsoil removal. A total of 419 

finds were identified with the majority being iron objects of modern date. Although a large 

amount of modern finds were recovered, several archaeological artefacts were also collected.  

Therefore, the potential for finding more artefacts within the topsoil is considered to be high. As a 

result, it has been recommended that the topsoil be removed by hand with 100% sieving.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report details the results of metal detection of topsoil at Boyerstown 1, an archaeological site 

on Contract 3 Navan Bypass on the planned M3 Clonee-North of Kells Motorway Scheme 

(Figure 1). The proposal for archaeological resolution on Navan Bypass included an assessment 

of the potential for finds retrieval from topsoil at two archaeological sites, including Boyerstown 

1. This assessment was achieved by a program of systematic metal detecting at sites prior to 

topsoil removal. The work was carried out under direction (A023/028) from The Department of 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government in consultation with the National Museum of 

Ireland. 

 

 

2. THE DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Scheme Background 

Meath County Council plan to realign the N3 between Clonee and North of Kells, County Meath.  

The overall scheme is approximately 60km in length.  A total of 49km will be dual carriageway 

motorway, 2.1km of dual carriageway and 10km single carriageway.  The plan also involves a 

number of realignments to existing minor roads. The scheme commences at the end of the 

existing Clonee Bypass and runs in a northwestwardly direction, rejoining the existing N3 north 

of Kells.  

 

For the purposes of archaeological investigation the route has been divided into 5 separate 

contracts with this report focusing on Contract 3: Navan Bypass. 

 

Contract 3 of the M3 scheme consists of the middle section of the proposed route from 

Kennastown Townland (3.5km south of Navan) to Ardbraccan Townland (4km northwest of 

Navan Town). It consists of 8.5km of dual carriageway that will bypass Navan Town. 

EIS studies, geophysical studies, archaeological assessments and field walking have been 

completed along the route with detailed reports submitted to the Department of the Environment, 

Heritage and Local Government and the National Museum of Ireland. 
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2.2 Site Description 

Boyerstown 1 was identified during the archaeological testing phase in 2004, located within 

Testing Area 7, Plot 2166 (Figure 2). The archaeological features appear to represent the remains 

of a possible medieval farmyard dating between the 13th and 16th centuries AD. The site 

consisted of a linear ditch, metalled surfaces and the low standing remains of a stone-walled yard. 

A thick layer of farm midden material was located within the farmyard walls, this material 

contained animal bone and pottery.  

 

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT  

3.1 Metal Detection Methodology 

1. The sod was mechanically removed and a grid was established as follows – a baseline was 

marked on one side of each site along the long axis. Perpendicular offset lines were marked 

at 10m intervals along the baseline to form stints and these were subdivided along the offset 

line to form parallel transects 2m wide. 

2. The metal detection commenced at one end of the baseline and provided for a 2m ‘sweep’ 

along each transect, thus providing for 100% coverage of topsoil deposits at each site. 

3. The location of all metal ‘hits’ were be marked on the ground with tags. 

4. All metal ‘hits’ in the sod or topsoil were tested by careful hand excavation of the 

sod/topsoil. Stratified artifacts were left in situ. 

5. All artifacts were bagged and numbered citing DOE record number, context and individual 

number. Their location was also recorded. 

 

3.2 Results 

Metal detection of the Boyerstown 1 site produced a high number of ‘hits’.  A total of 419 ‘hits’ 

were recorded with 419 finds recovered (Figure 3). In order to keep all recording methods 

cohesive, finds from this phase of assessment were labelled as being from context 2 (i.e. the 

topsoil). Most of the finds recovered were of modern date and consisted of items associated with 

a modern timeframe (nails, bolts, modern iron objects, etc). However, a number of finds which 

were preliminary identified on site were deemed to be of archaeological significance (Figure 4). 

A decorated silver ring brooch (Plates 1-2), of possible Late 13
th
-Early 14

th
 century was recovered 
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which had red enamel detail as well as a script (I ESUS: NAZA: RERUS: REXI). Two copper 

alloy belt buckles were also collected (Plates 3), as well as a possible iron arrowhead (Plate 4), 

knife fragments (Plate 4) and several metal buttons (Plates 5-9), all of which were recovered from 

the topsoil, each located approximately 0.20m below the ground surface. It is proposed that these 

finds will be conserved with the brooch already forwarded to the conservator.  The artefacts have 

been numbered with the excavation directions number rather than metal detecting number. 

3.3 List of Finds 

Description Find Number 

Type Material Date 

A023/013:2:1 Nail Iron Modern 

A023/013:2:2  1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion.  Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:3-4 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:5 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion.  Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:6-7 2 Nails Iron Modern 

A023/013:2:8 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:9 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:10-13 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:14 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:15 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:16 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:17 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:18-20 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:21 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:22-27 6 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:28 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:29-30 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:31 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:32-33 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:34 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:35 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:36 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:37 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:38 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:39-41 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:42 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:43-47 5 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:48-49 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:50 Musket ball Lead Modern, 

possibly 17
th
-

18
th
 century 

A023/013:2:51-53 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:54 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 
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A023/013:2:55-56 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:57 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:58 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:59 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:60 Metal disc Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:61-65 5 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:66 Number not used n/a n/a 

A023/013:2:67 Decorated ring brooch Silver 13
th
-14

th
 century 

A023/013:2:68-69 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:70 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:71 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:72 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:73-74 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:75 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:76 Modern pin Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:77 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:78 Belt buckle Copper 

alloy 

Medieval 

A023/013:2:79 Metal bar Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:80 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:81-82 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:83 Belt buckle Copper 

alloy 

Medieval 

A023/013:2:84-88 5 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:89 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:90-94 5 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:95-96 2 Fragments. Identification unclear due to 

corrosion 

Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:97-98 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:99 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:100-101 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:102-103 2 Fragments. Identification unclear due to 

corrosion 

Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:104-105 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:106-108 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:109 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:110-114 5 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:115 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:116 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:117 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:118 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:119 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:120 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:121 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:122-125 4 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:126 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:127-128 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
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A023/013:2:129 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:130-133 4 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:134 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion. Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:135 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:133-137 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:138-140 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:141 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:142-144 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:145-146 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:147 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:148-150 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:151-152 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:153-154 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:155 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:156 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:157 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:158-159 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:160 Modern pin Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:161 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:162 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:163 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:164 Coin Copper  Dated 1805 

A023/013:2:165-167 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:168 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:169-172 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:173 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:174-175 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:176 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:177 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:178-180 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:181 Possible arrowhead Iron Possibly 

Medieval 

A023/013:2:182 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:183 Knife blade  Iron Possibly 

Medieval 

A023/013:2:184 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:185 Button with possible script  Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:186-187 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:188 Button  Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:189 Possible knife fragment Iron Possibly 

Medieval 
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A023/013:2:190-191 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:192-193 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:194 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:195 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:196-197 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:198 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:199-201  3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:202 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:203-204 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:205 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:206 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:207 Number not used n/a n/a 

A023/013:2:208-209 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:210 Button with possible silver plate with ‘crown’ 

decoration 

Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:211 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:212-215 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:216 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:217 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:218 1Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:219 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:220 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:221-222 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:223 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:224 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:225 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:226-227 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:228 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:229 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:230 Button with script on the reverse: ‘S____NG 

PLATED’ 

Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:231-232 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:233 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:234 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:235-236 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:237 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:238 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:239 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:240 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:241-242 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
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A023/013:2:243 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:244 Horseshoe Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:245-246 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:247 Musket ball Lead  Possibly 17
th
-

18
th
 century 

A023/013:2:248 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:249 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:250 Coin Copper Modern 

A023/013:2:251-253 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:254 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:255-256 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:257 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:258-259 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:260 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:261 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:262-263 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:264 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:265 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:266-267 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:268-271 4 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:272-276 5 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:277 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:278-279 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:280-285 6 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:286 Horseshoe  Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:287-288 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:289 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:290-291 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:292-295 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:296 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:297 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:298 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:299-301 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:302-303 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:304 Fragment. Identification unclear  Lead Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:305 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:306 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:307 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:308 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:309 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:310 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 
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A023/013:2:311-314 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:315-316 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:317-318 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:319 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:320 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:321 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:322 Bar Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:323 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:324 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:325 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:326 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:327 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:328 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:329-333 5 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:334-336 3 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:337 Chain link Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:338-339 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:340 Wire Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:341-342 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:343 Circular object. Identification unclear due to 

corrosion 

Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:344 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:345-346 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:347 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:348 Bolt Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:349 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:350 Button Copper 

alloy 

Possible Late 

Medieval but 

probable Post-

Medieval 

A023/013:2:351 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:352-353 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:354 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:355 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:356 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:357 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:358-359 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:360-361 2 Nails Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:362 Fragment. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:363 Nail Iron  Modern 

A023/013:2:364 Bolt Iron  Modern 
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A023/013:2:365 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:366-367 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:368 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:369 Bolt Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:370 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:371 Bolt Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:372 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:373-374 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:375 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:376-384 9 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:385 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:386 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:387-388 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:389-390 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:391 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:392 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:393-394 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:395 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:396-397 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:398 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:399 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:400 Knife handle  Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:401-403 3 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:404 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:405 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:406 Modern blade Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:407-408 2 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:409 Nail Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:410-413 4 Objects. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:414-415 2 Nails Iron  Modern 
A023/013:2:416 1 Object. Identification unclear due to corrosion Iron  Possibly modern 

A023/013:2:417-421 5 Nails Iron  Modern 
Note: nos 66 and 207 were not used. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

The single phase of metal detection of Boyerstown 1 has been completed as per the method 

statement.  In total 419 finds were identified with the majority being iron objects of modern date. 

Although a large number of modern finds were recovered during the topsoil assessment, several 

archaeological artefacts were also recovered. Therefore, the potential for finding more artefacts 

within the topsoil is considered to be high.   
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that all the archaeological artefacts retrieved in the assessment be sent for 

conservation. The archaeological artefacts should be drawn, photographed and described by 

specialists where required and the results should be included in the final excavation report. 

 

It is recommended that all the topsoil over this site be removed by hand with 100% sieving in 

order to retrieve further metal finds and non metal finds. It is proposed that this strategy be 

reviewed on the basis of the results of sieving as it progresses. 
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